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LEITH’S NEIGHBOURHOOD TACO SPOT



WHAT PLANET ARE YOU ON?
Our theme this year is PLANET LEITH - it’s a celebration of our vibrant 
community, brimming with life, culture, and diversity. We are focusing on fun, 
positivity, and sustainability, so get ready to spread the word, and join us for an 
unforgettable celebration of PLANET LEITH at the 2024 Leith Festival.

Gala Day is Saturday 8th June & as always will be a family friendly, community-
led gathering at Leith Links. It’s a day of free activities, performances and over 
100 organisations and traders coming together to create a fantastic day out for 
everyone. You’ll find all the information for gala day happenings in the following pages.  

This programme also highlights a variety of events held at local venues 
throughout June as part of Leith Festival and as is tradition, the community 
tattoo at Malmaison Plaza, will officially close our festival on Sunday 
June 16th 2024.

Dive into our events programme NOW & start planning for a fantastic range of 
arts and events in Leith.

Leith Festival is social!

Our website and online events listing: www.leithfestival.com
Over 5,000 printed programmes distributed on foot or by bike to 
EH6 and EH7 cafes, bars and venues.

Contact Festival Coordinator Carrie Beattie at office@leithfestival.com

Leith Festival: 1st floor, 17 Academy Street, Leith EH6 7EE, 
Scottish Charity Number: SC283758



GALA DAY HIGHLIGHTS
COMMUNITY PAGEANT - FROM 10:30AM
The award for best-dressed pageant participant entry returns in 2024 & will be 
announced at Gala Day, so get creative. What does PLANET LEITH mean for you?
Meeting point from 10:00am, Edinburgh City FC Social Club, 74 Lochend Road 
South, EH7 6DR. The procession departs Lochend Park at 10:30am on Saturday 
8th June, coming all the way down Lochend Road, across Duke Street and onto 
Duncan Place then John’s Place before finishing at the main stage on Leith Links.
Roads will be closed only when the parade is passing.

DOG SHOW - FROM 2PM - 3PM
Leith Vets are hosting the dog show this year and the categories are:
· Planet Leith themed ‘best dressed’ dog & handler (all ages)
· Best Junior Handler (under 16s)
· Musical Sits (all ages)

To get more information & enter in the dog show please email Leith Vets: 
info@leithvets.co.uk

Places limited but there will be some availability on the day to register 
@ the Leith Vets stall from 10:00am.

SAFER BY SOUND PERFORMANCE TENT
Safer By Sound are a socially inclusive and culturally diverse community interest 
company based in Edinburgh. They give creative options to local communities 
through music, drama and performance and their aim is to give people a chance 
to build self-esteem and self-confidence through music and drama. This year 
they are extending this popular Gala Day marquee to include storytelling and 
music workshops. Sponsored by Kahani Indian Street Food.



POSITIVE CHANGE THROUGH FOOTBALL
We are delighted to have Street Soccer Scotland on site again this year, running 
free, informal football drop-in sessions as part of Leith Festival Gala Day 2024. 
Come along and check out their pop-up pitch, youth games and info on how you 
can get involved.

MEDITATION SESSIONS
A pop-up chill zone meditation tent offering taster meditations throughout 
the day. Curious about meditation and its benefits? Why not pop in for a chat 
with our friendly community of volunteers and find out how meditation can 
significantly improve our health, sense of well-being and many other areas of our 
life. Free guided meditations on site all day.

EDINBURGH FESTIVAL FRINGE SOCIETY
Street Performers from the Edinburgh Festival Fringe Society will be on-site all day 
and you can visit their stall on the day to find out about all their community projects 
during August and how to access support services when attending the Fringe. 

TEA TENT
Cyrenians are pleased to provide this year’s tea tent, a welcoming space to enjoy 
a hot drink and a sweet treat. In Leith and across Edinburgh, their Good Food 
projects build community, connection and resilience through the sharing of good 
food. So stop by to take a break with them and support our vital work!

SHY BAIRNS
We’ll be welcoming Leith’s newest entertainment company onto site this year 
for some storytelling sessions and they may even bring some of their favourite 
princesses along too. Bold & bespoke entertainment; sometimes, Shy Bairns
get everything.



DUNCAN PLACE COMMUNITY HUB
Raising awareness of the charity and community space and the events they run, 
Duncan Place will be onsite all day to provide a range of free activities for folks 
at Gala Day to take part in. They’ll be running taster sessions from their main 
events programme, with activities on the hour at 11am, 12noon, 1pm, 2pm & 3pm 
including a performance from their new community choir, a story & play session 
for wee ones and their grownups, an intergenerational LEGO session, a craft/
art session for adults, and if they can squeeze it in we may even get one of their 
infamous wellbeing sessions for all ages.

PHELAN SCHOOL OF DANCE
Mary started the school in the 1970’s so that dance could be accessible to all pupils, 
irrespective of their background or financial situation. They have continued to 
teach in affordable premises so they can keep the cost down for pupils and are 
always a highlight of Gala Day. The dancers will be opening our ‘other stage’ again 
this year and also joining us for the community tattoo on June 16th.

DANCE HOUSE
The Dance House (formerly known as House of Jack) is a 
Leith-based dance studio focussing on street dance styles, 
providing affordable classes and workshops for adults of all 
levels and kids from Preschool to Professional, as well as 
youth company training, performances, shows and events. 
We’re really pleased to welcome the youth company onto 
site again this year.

STREET SCIENCE 
With mind-boggling experiments and dazzling science 
demonstrations, the Street Science busking bikes take 
street performance to a whole new level. Witness 
explosions, weirdness and plenty of mess on site all day.



LIVE MUSIC
MAIN STAGE HEADLINER: HAIVER

After years of captivating audiences as a founding member of the renowned 
band Frightened Rabbit, musician and songwriter Billy Kennedy is stepping into 
a new realm with his project, Haiver. The music genuinely delves into the raw 
depths of his vulnerability, touching upon themes of darkness, grief, and loss, 
yet infused with an uplifting sense of hope. They are opening for the legendary Rock 
N Roll band The Zombies on June 1st at The Queens Hall and we’re very excited to be 
welcoming them to Leith Festival this year. Sponsored by Clockwise.

LIVE MUSIC STAGES 
Live performances on 2 stages throughout the day, including appearances by 
Aimee Corr, Violet Duff & Frantic Chant, Wicked Pitch, Chris Mossop, Peaks & 
Valleys, The Outros and many more.

ALSO ONSITE 
Leith Athletic, Leith Sea Cadets, Leith Theatre Trust, Love from Leith, St Columba’s 
Hospice Care, Scottish SPCA - Scottish society for the prevention of cruelty to 
animals, Dr Bell’s Family Centre, Pilmeny Development Project and so much more.
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FESTIVAL WEEK - EVENTS
CRAFT PUNK MARKET
2nd June, 11am - 5pm
Craft Market with all your favourite local artists 
and makers, and a few new hidden gems.

FREE

Book via www.leitharches.com/whats-on

Leith Arches
6 Manderston Street, Leith. EH6 8LY.
Music | Adult

FLOWERS FROM JERICHO
3rd to 18th June, daily from 10am 
(not the 9th or 16th)
New print work by Out of the Blueprint artist 
Matilda Bull.

FREE

Booking not required

Out of the Blue Drill Hall
36 Dalmeny Street, Leith, EH6 8RG.  
Exhibition | Adult

EXPOSED 24 PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION
5th to 13th June, daily from 10am (not the 9th)
Showcasing the work of final year photography 
students from Edinburgh College.

FREE

Booking not required

Out of the Blue Drill Hall
36 Dalmeny Street, Leith, EH6 8RG. 
Exhibition | Family

TAYLORS OF EDINBURGH - KIDS SESSION
6th June, from 1-3pm
“Fun at the Fair” an afternoon for children with 
special needs and accompanying adults too!, 
we are very grateful to Keith, and his staff, 
for hosting this happy experience, now a well 
established and important part of Festival Week.

Leith Links
Amusement & Theme Park | Family

TAYLORS OF EDINBURGH  
5th June - 9th June from 6pm
Taylor’s of Edinburgh Funfairs have been 
thrilling the public for over 6 generations with 
their own brand of Fairground entertainment.

Leith Links
Amusement & Theme Park | Family

LOV’IN LEITH PRESENTS 
THE GET DOWN
7th June, from 5pm
The Get Down No 5 - 2 Spaces, 9 DJ’s. 

£5

Book via www.leitharches.com/whats-on

Leith Arches
6 Manderston Street, Leith. EH6 8LY.
Music | Adult





THE NIGHT MARKET UK - LEITH FESTIVAL
7th June, from 6pm
The Night Market UK is back for Leith Festival 
at the Biscuit Factory on Friday 7th June! Our 
3rd year now, we’re bringing 80+ local small 
businesses all under one roof!

Full Price £4, Concession £3.50 
Online Two Ticket Special £7

Biscuit Factory
4-6 Anderson Place, Leith. EH6 5NP.
Exhibition | Family

DISCOVER SCOTTISH MINERALS 
AND LAPIDARY WORKING
8th June 10.30am - 4pm
10th June 7.30pm - 9.30pm
11th June 7.30pm - 9.30pm
12th June 7.30pm - 9.30pm
13th June 10.30am - 3pm
14th June 7.30pm - 9.30pm
15th June 10.30am - 4pm
Lapidary - traditional craft of working stones 
to jewellery.

FREE / UNTICKETED

Booking not required

Scottish Mineral and Lapidary Club
www.lapidary.org.uk Exhibition | Family 

TRINITY HOUSE LEITH FESTIVAL OPEN DAY
8th June, from 11am
Historic Environment Scotland. Dive into Leith’s 
famous maritime history at Trinity House!

FREE

Booking not required

Trinity House Maritime Museum
Trinity House, 99 Kirkgate, Leith. EH6 6BJ
Exhibition | Family

PORT OF LEITH BUS TOURS 
8th June, 11-11.45am, 12.15-1pm, 
1.30- 2.15pm, 2.45-3.30pm
Four bus tours of the port will be conducted on 
the day. Community Exhibition at pick up point.

FREE

Forth Ports. The Port of Leith, pick up point: 
Fingal Quayside: Alexandra Dock, Edinburgh EH6 
7DX.  Tours | Family

BRIAN PENDREIGH’S 60-MINUTE LEITH 
WALKING TOUR 
8th June 11.30am and 2pm, 12 June 7pm
Stroll through Scotland’s former capital, but 
watch out for bones. 

UNTICKETED 
Tips gratefully received

Booking not required

Starts from Leith Community Croft
John’s Place, Leith. EH6 7EL. Tours | Family

LEITH DOCKERS CLUB PRESENTS 
OFF-GALA
8th June, from 12 noon - 12 midnight
After last years successful day party, the 
dockers proudly presents OFFGala. With 3 
stages hosted by some of Leith’s talented 
DJ roster, bringing you music from all 
genres for everyone to enjoy. 

FREE

Booking not required

Leith Dockers, 17-17a, Academy Street, Leith. 
EH6 7EE.
Music | Adult





TRAINSPOTTING IN LEITH 
CENTRAL STATION 
8th, 13th, 15th, 16th June at 12pm, 
12th June at 5pm, 14th June at 4pm
Join local tour guide Paul for a unique tour 
looking at the Trainspotting Generation, a look 
at what caused this period, and learn about 
the books and movies that have put Leith on 
the map again. Award winning tour.  www.
pauljamesstewarttours.com 

£10

Robert Burns Statue, 11 Bernard Street, Leith.  
Tours | Adult

LEITH CHURCHES TOGETHER
9th June, 11am
An ecumenical service to celebrate our 
community in Leith. Everyone welcome.

FREE

Booking not required

Pilrig St Paul’s Church of Scotland
1b Pilrig Street, Edinburgh. EH6 5AH.
Community | Family

SOCIOGRASS BLUEGRASS 
JAM SESSION 

9th and 16th June, from 5pm
Bluegrass/Folk jam session: Bring your 

instrument, voice, or just yourself.

FREE

Booking not required

The Bowlers Rest, 24 
Mitchell St, 

Leith. EH6 7BD.
Music | Adult

COMMUNITY BUNTING: 
SILK PAINTING
13th June, from 11am
St Columba’s Hospice Care
Create community bunting: Paint silk 
flags of support and hope.

FREE

Duncan Place Community Hub
4 Duncan Place, Leith. EH6 8HW
Exhibition | Adult

LEITH COMEDY FESTIVAL PRESENTS... 
THE LEITH FESTIVAL EDITION
13th June, 8pm
A live comedy show featuring Live at The Apollo’s 
Liam Farrelly, rising stars Ayo Adenekan and Daniel 
Petrie and your host Jo Caulfield.

£15 plus booking fee

Book now at 
www.leithcomedyfest.com/book-tickets

Leith Dockers Club
17-17a, Academy Street, Leith. EH6 7EE.  
Comedy | Adult

END OF YEAR EXHIBITIONS 
GRADUATE RESIDENCY
Opening 13th June 6-8pm, 
14th to 16th June, from 10am-4pm
Exhibition of Leith School of Art 
Graduate residents.

FREE

Booking not required

Leith School of Art, Custom House, 65-67 
Commercial Street, Leith. EH6 6LH
Exhibition | Family





EXPLORING MUSIC, EXPLORING 
LOSS AND CHANGE
14th June, 10am
Create music, explore loss, change and death 
through sound workshops.

FREE

To book email: 
arts@stcolumbashospice.org.uk

St Columba’s Hospice Care
Duncan Place Community Hub
4 Duncan Place, Leith, EH6 8HW
Music | Adult

BREWS & BITES
14th June, 7pm
Tasting Event - Stewart Brewing’s craft beers 
paired with delicious VH sandwiches!

£19.98

Book via our Instagram

Victor Hugo on The Shore
38 Shore, Leith, Edinburgh EH6 6QU
Food | Adult

LEITH IS A CABARET: BRITNEY SPEARS 
& PRIDE SPECTACULAR!
14th June, 7.30pm
Prepare yourself for the grandest Leith is a 
Cabaret event yet!

£15

Book via www.leitharches.com/whats-on

Leith Arches
6 Manderston Street, Leith. EH6 8LY.
Cabaret | Adult

THE UNOFFICIAL LEITH STREET ART 
FESTIVAL: PRIDE 2024
15th June from 1pm, 16 June from 12pm
Come visit Leith’s Unofficial Street Art Festival 
at Quality Yard.

FREE

Booking not required

Quality Yard
16-19 , 20 & 21 Maritime Lane, EH6 6RZ
Exhibition | Family

DEMON RIFF RIDERS JAM BAND
15th June, from 8pm
Rock jam session: bring your instrument, voice, 
or just yourself 

FREE

Booking not required

The Bowlers Rest, 
24 Mitchell Street
Music | Adult

MEDITATION & THE ART OF 
POSITIVE THINKING
15th June, 2pm
Apply positive thinking to your life through 
Buddhist meditation

£15

Book via www.meditateinedinburgh.org

Kadampa Meditation Centre Edinburgh
172 Leith Walk, EH6 5EA
Storytelling | Spoken word | Adult



LEITH FESTIVAL TATTOO 2024
16th June, from 2pm
Leith Festival Tattoo returns with pipes, drums, 
dancers and more.

FREE

Booking not required

Malmaison 
1 Tower Pl, Leith, Edinburgh EH6 7BZ
Music | Dance | Community | Family

COCKTAILS & CANVAS
15th June, 7pm
Paint your own tote bag while sipping on 
delicious cocktails!

£17.50

Book via our Instagram 

Victor Hugo Deli on The Shore
38 Shore, Leith, Edinburgh EH6 6QU
Artistic | Adult

LEITH WITCHCRAFT MARKET 
16th June, 10am - 5pm
Leith’s first witch market brings witchy crafters 
and crafty witches together!

FREE

Visit via www.leitharches.com/whats-on

Leith Arches
6 Manderston Street, Leith. EH6 8LY
Cabaret | Adult

THE THERMOS MUSEUM
16th June, 6.45pm
Prepare to be stunned by the Mundane.

£7

Visit www.outoftheblue.org.uk to book

Out of the blue / Drill Hall
The Drill Hall, Dalmeny St.
Comedy | Family

CHILLERS & THRILLERS
17th June 7:30pm
A musical event for all the family from the 
Capital Concert Band.

£10 adult / £5 child / £20 family 
(2 adults + 2 children)

Leith St Andrew’s Church
https://www.capitalconcertband.co.uk/event-
details/leith-festival-concert-3 

OPEN JAZZ JAM SESSION FEATURING 
EX JAZZ BAR MUSICIANS
19th June,  7pm
Free to participate, groove-based jam session 
with some of the city’s best musicians. Live 
music till 11pm

FREE

Book via www.leitharches.com/whats-on

Leith Arches
6 Manderston Street, Leith. EH6 8LY.
Music | Adult





MADE TO CONNECT
Thursday 20th June, 6.30-7.30pm
Friday 21st June, 6-7pm & 8-9pm
Sunday 22nd, 6.30-7.30pm
Out of the Blue Arts and Education Trust
Comedy exploring how we can re-find humanity 
in an absurd world.

General: £9 (+ Eventbrite fee) 
Concessions: £6 (+ Eventbrite fee)

Visit www.outoftheblue.org.uk to book

Out of the blue / Drill Hall
The Drill Hall, 36 Dalmeny St, Leith. EH6 8RG.
Theatre | Family

LEITH SCHOOL OF ART - SHORT 
COURSE EXHIBITION
Thursday 20 – Saturday 22 June – 10am till 4pm 
Opening: Wednesday 19 June – 6 – 8pm
Exhibition from Leith School of Art 
Short Course Students. 

FREE

Leith School of Art
St James Campus, 11 John’s Place, 
Leith. EH6 7EL.
Exhibition | Family

LEITH SCHOOL OF ART - CAP EXHIBITION
Friday 21 – Sunday 23 June – 10am till 4pm
Opening: Thursday 20 June – 7 – 9pm
Exhibition from Leith School of Art 
CAP students. 

FREE

Leith School of Art
Custom House, 65-67 Commercial Street, 
Leith. EH6 6LH.
Exhibition | Family

LEITH SCHOOL OF ART - YL EXHIBITION 
Friday 21 – Sunday 23 June – 10am till 4pm
Opening: Thursday 20 June – 7 – 9pm
Exhibition from Leith School of Art 
YL students. 

FREE

Leith School of Art 
25 North Junction Street. Leith. EH6 6HW.
Exhibition | Family 

PRIDE IN LEITH 
22nd June, 9pm
KIKI - Edinburgh’s newest Queer 
Night in Toon! 

£ see website

Book via www.leitharches.com/whats-on

Leith Arches
6 Manderston Street, Leith. EH6 8LY.
Music | Adult

For all online booking links please 
visit the leith festival website events 
page, for full info and booking links.



Discover our versatile meeting spaces in the 
hea of Leith. We offer a modern conference/
event space for up to 100 people and meeting 
rooms for 2–40 people, all for hire at 
affordable rates.

Rooms are available for businesses, public 
sector, charities, and community groups. We are 
delighted to offer discounted rates to charities 
and community groups.

Contact us: www.no�onpark.org
reception@noonpark.org | 0131 475 2400

NORTON PARK CONFERENCE 
CENTRE AND MEETING ROOMS

Noon Park SCIO is a registered Sco�ish Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation. Sco�ish Charity No. SC048639







24 Mitchell Street @ Elbe

Mon-Thur 2-11     
Fri-Sat 12-12     
Sun 12-11

The Bowlers Rest is a warm, welcoming community pub  
featuring old favourites as well as beer, spirits, scran, and other 

products made in Leith. Pool, darts, live music, open jam  
sessions, and the mellow vibe make this your favourite local.



FUNDERS
The Hugh Fraser Foundation and ASDA Foundation.

SPONSORS
The Royal Yacht Britannia, Clockwise, Leith Vets, Kahani Indian Street Food, 
Cowan and Partners, Banana Row & Scotia Social Management.

COMMUNITY PARTNERS  
Taylor’s Fun Fair | Safer by Sound | Sweet Creative Leith | Leith Arches 
Street Soccer | Citadel Youth Centre | Malmaison Hotel | Leith Collective
Leith Academy | Police Scotland | Forth Ports | Street Science 
Duncan Place | Phelan School of Dance | Shy Bairns 
Kadampa Meditation Centre | Cyrenians | Dance House 

DONATORS AND FRIENDS OF LEITH FESTIVAL
Yvonne Keith, Michaela Smith, Dave Sinclair, Zoe Mitchell, 
Barbara Kerr & Jai Adami.

Programme design by Sweet Creative Leith. Search Sweet Leith.

THANKS TO OUR 2024 SUPPORTERS

DONATE TO LEITH FESTIVAL
Leith Festival has no regular funding, and we rely on the good will 
and support of our sponsors and the people of Leith. All of our 
events are free of charge to all.

Please think about making a contribution to help keep us going.





Sketchy Beats Cafe - open stage jam session 
Sketch Beats Cafe is a female led, volunteer 
run, not-for-profit community arts space in 
Leith. They host open mics, jam sessions, 
meet-ups and workshops on the ground floor 
and have a pay-as-you-feel practice room / 
event space downstairs. This year the team 
are bringing their creativity to gala day; 
hosting an open stage jam session between 
2-5pm on our ‘other stage’.



Experience the ultimate 
dining convenience at 

Kahani Indian Restaurant.
Located at the top of Leith walk, 5 mins walk from St James 
Quarter and across from Edinburgh Playhouse, Kahani has 

something for everyone.

Bring Your Own Bottle (BYOB) and elevate your  dining 
experience with your favourite drinks,  perfectly paired  with 

our authentic Indian cuisine.

If you’re hosting a special event, our private  booking options 
ensure an intimate and  memorable gathering  for you and 

your guests.

Craving our delicious dishes but prefer to dine at home? 
Order online through our website for express delivery 

straight to your doorstep, bringing the fl avours of India 
to you in no time.

At Kahani, we’re dedicated to making every dining 
experience effortless and unforgettable. Visit us or order 

online today!

Tel: 0131 558 1947   www.kahanirestaurant.co.uk



LeItH wAlK 
pOlIcE bOx
PoP uPs

WhAt’S YoUr GrEaT IdEa?

Affordable & flexible space for 
creatives,  entrepreneurs, 
charities & campaigners

FIND OUT WHAT’S ON 
@LEITHWALK_POPUPS
WWW.LEITHWALKPOLICEBOX.COM





• OPEN 7 DAYS 
• HOME COOKED MEALS 
• OUTSIDE CATERING 
• PRIVATE BOOKINGS 

CALL US ON  07778 390 751

10D BATH STREET, PORTOBELLO

@bu�ernutpo�y





UNLOCK THE VIBRANT PULSE 
OF LEITH AT LEITH ARCHES. 
YOUR ULTIMATE DESTINATION 
FOR EVERY OCCASION.

6 Manderston St, Edinburgh, EH6 8LY 
e: info@leitharches.com   www.leitharches.com

EVENTS.
PARTIES. 
FUNCTIONS. 
GOOD TIMES.



Leith Festival appreciates the support of our main sponsors.

Sponsor of the Programme

Sponsor of The Main Stage

Sponsor of the Safer By Sound Tent

2024 MAIN SPONSORS



16th June, 2pm
TATTOO
Malmaison Plaza, The Shore
Leith Festival’s traditional last event, bringing

together the best of music and dance from
Leith’s cosmopolitan community.



16th June, 2pm
TATTOO
Malmaison Plaza, The Shore
Leith Festival’s traditional last event, bringing

together the best of music and dance from
Leith’s cosmopolitan community.






