
Casinos  and  Tourism:  Do
Gambling  Venues  Attract
Visitors to Edinburgh? 
When people think of Edinburgh, images of historic castles,
cobbled streets, and world-renowned festivals often come to
mind. Yet, there’s another layer to the city’s charm that
doesn’t always make the postcards — its casino culture. While
not as flashy as Las Vegas or as iconic as Monte Carlo,
Edinburgh’s gambling venues quietly attract a specific kind of
visitor, one who enjoys pairing cultural discovery with a bit
of thrill and risk. But just how big of a draw are these
casinos for tourists? 
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Beyond the Streets: The Rise of Online Options 

While traditional brick-and-mortar casinos do play a role in

https://theedinburghreporter.co.uk/2025/04/casinos-and-tourism-do-gambling-venues-attract-visitors-to-edinburgh/
https://theedinburghreporter.co.uk/2025/04/casinos-and-tourism-do-gambling-venues-attract-visitors-to-edinburgh/
https://theedinburghreporter.co.uk/2025/04/casinos-and-tourism-do-gambling-venues-attract-visitors-to-edinburgh/


the city’s tourism appeal, a significant number of visitors
are also turning to online platforms. After a long day of
sightseeing — maybe after climbing Arthur’s Seat or strolling
through  the  Royal  Mile  —  many  tourists  find  comfort  in
unwinding in their hotel rooms. For these moments, online
casinos  like  Wildz  offer  an  ideal  escape.  With  bright,
engaging  interfaces  and  a  wide  variety  of  games,  such
platforms  let  players  experience  the  thrill  of  gambling
without  even  leaving  their  beds.  It’s  a  modern  kind  of
entertainment that suits the flexible and digital nature of
today’s travelers, especially those who prefer quiet evenings
after full days of exploration. 

A Night Out: Edinburgh’s Casino Experience 

Naturally, entering an offline casino still has its appeal,
like  the  low  lighting,  gentle  humming  sound  from  poker
machines, and clicking noise as the ball rolls on the roulette
wheel. In Edinburgh, there are many places where people can
gamble in person if they wish to do so. The best gambling
spots in the city center have been designed to provide both
the classical atmosphere of gambling houses and up-to-date
comfort with lots of facilities like bars, etc., so nothing is
lacking there! This is because when most visitors take a trip
to one of Edinburgh’s casinos, they will do much more than
play their favorite games; they would rather have an outing.
These  establishments  usually  form  part  of  a  package  that
includes some form of entertainment; therefore, customers may
be seen eating out or attending shows before hitting blackjack
tables! 

Who’s Playing: Tourist Demographics and Motivations 

Interestingly,  it’s  not  just  seasoned  gamblers  who  walk
through the doors of Edinburgh’s casinos. Many tourists are
casual  players,  often  curious  first-timers  looking  to  try
something new during their holiday. Younger travelers might be
drawn in by poker tournaments, while older visitors may prefer
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traditional table games or slot machines. What unites them is
the appeal of novelty and the chance — however small — to walk
away with a story (and perhaps some winnings). For some, it’s
a spontaneous decision; for others, it’s a planned part of
their Edinburgh adventure. 

The Economic Impact: More Than Just Chips and Cards 

Casinos  are  not  just for  entertainment;  they  are  part  of
Edinburgh’s  local  economy.  They  create  jobs,  produce  tax
revenue, and lure visitors to neighborhoods they might not
otherwise visit. Local casinos benefit from the foot traffic
to those places, particularly during peak travel seasons. And
with  tourism  a  crucial  piece  of  the  city’s  revenue,  an
attraction that helps expand the visit experience truly adds
value. Indeed, even online venues fit into this ecosystem,
keeping tourists occupied, if not spending, when they are not
doing the same in real life. 

A Balanced Perspective: Entertainment or Addiction? 

It would be remiss not to acknowledge the concerns that come
with promoting gambling to tourists. Like anywhere, Edinburgh
has a responsibility to ensure that gaming — whether in-person
or online — remains safe and responsible. Many casinos in the
city participate in responsible gambling programs and have
measures in place to assist those at risk. For the majority,
though, it’s about light entertainment — an exciting addition
to a packed vacation itinerary rather than its central theme. 

A Hidden Gem in Edinburgh’s Tourism Offering 

Although not the driving force behind most tourists’ reasons
to visit Edinburgh, casinos — both land-based and online —
certainly add a unique aspect to its already rich cultural
mix. Whether guests don their best outfits for a night at the
tables or want to spin a few reels online while wrapped in
their hotel robe, the appeal is clear. Edinburgh may be famous
for its past, but for some, it’s the excitement of serendipity



that makes their visit truly memorable. 


