
Why Fart Jokes Still Make Us
Laugh:  From  Slapstick  to
Sitcoms
Fart sound effects have been a staple of comedic film and
television  for  decades,  and  their  use  has  evolved
significantly over the years. From the slapstick humor of the
early 20th century to the quirky sitcoms of today, different
types of fart noises have consistently provided a source of
laughter. Whether it’s a physical gag in a silent film, a
subversive moment in a Western satire, or a quick punchline in
a modern TV show, the fart sound has maintained its place in
humor  for  a  reason:  it’s  universally  understood,  oddly
relatable, and often surprising. 
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Early Cinema and the Dawn of Sound
Fart jokes in film didn’t really exist until the introduction
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of synchronized sound in the 1930s. Before that, slapstick
comedy  in  silent  films  relied  on  physical  gags,  facial
expressions, and visual cues to generate laughter. When sound
came into play, filmmakers had the opportunity to add another
layer to their humor, including sound effects like farts. The
first notable instances of fart sound effects in film appear
in  the  early  “talkies,”  where  they  were  used  to  enhance
physical comedy.

One of the first examples of fart humor can be seen in the
Marx  Brothers’  films  like  Duck  Soup  (1933).  Though  their
comedy  was  based  on  sharp  wit,  slapstick,  and  absurd
situations, there are moments where bodily functions, like
farting, are used to break tension or add to the absurdity. At
this point, fart jokes weren’t as prominent as they would
become later, but they were beginning to carve a niche for
themselves in comedic sound effects.

Slapstick Comedy and the Rise of the Fart
Sound
Slapstick comedy is where fart sound effects really started to
shine.  During  the  1930s  and  1940s,  films  like  The  Three
Stooges and Laurel and Hardy began incorporating fart noises
into their gags. These films were all about exaggeration,
whether it was a pie to the face or a character slipping on a
banana peel, and fart noises fit right into that mix. The
beauty  of  slapstick  is  in  its  chaos—the  more  absurd,  the
better—and farts, with their unpredictable and often awkward
nature, added to that chaos perfectly.

For example, in An Ache in Every Stake (1941), one of the
Three Stooges lets out a loud fart at a key moment, disrupting
the flow of the scene. It’s absurd, unexpected, and totally in
line with the type of humor the Stooges were known for. The
sound, often paired with exaggerated facial expressions or
physical actions, would punctuate the ridiculousness of the



situation and send the audience into fits of laughter. It’s
the kind of humor that’s so silly, it just works.

The idea behind these fart gags was simple: bodily functions
are a universal part of human life, and there’s something
inherently funny about the suddenness and awkwardness of a
fart. In slapstick, fart noises helped deflate the tension of
a  scene,  making  it  feel  lighter  and  more  absurd.  The
unexpected release of a fart added an element of surprise—just
when you thought a situation was getting serious or dramatic,
a  fart  would  disrupt  the  moment,  sending  everything  into
chaos.

Pushing Boundaries in the 1960s and 1970s
As films evolved in the 1960s and 1970s, so did the use of
fart sound effects. This era saw a shift toward edgier, more
subversive  humor,  and  fart  jokes  became  a  key  tool  for
filmmakers  looking  to  push  boundaries.  In  Blazing  Saddles
(1974), Mel Brooks used farting to satirize the Western genre
in a way that was both funny and politically charged. One of
the most iconic scenes in the film features a group of cowboys
eating beans around a campfire, which leads to a series of
loud and obnoxious farts.

While  the  scene  is  undoubtedly  funny,  it’s  also  a  clever
commentary  on  the  toughness  and  stoicism  traditionally
associated with Western films. By having these rugged cowboys
engage in such a crude bodily function, Brooks is poking fun
at the stereotypical image of masculinity in these films. It’s
not just about the laugh; it’s about using the fart as a way
to subvert expectations and add a layer of critique to the
genre. This kind of humor—blending crude jokes with social
commentary—became a hallmark of 1970s films, and fart sound
effects became a tool for playing with societal norms and
expectations.

The  1970s  also  saw  fart  jokes  infiltrating  TV  shows,



especially  those  like  Monty  Python’s  Flying  Circus
(1969–1974), where absurdity and nonsense were central to the
humor. Monty Python’s humor often defied logic, and farting
fit perfectly into that ethos. The sound of a fart, paired
with the group’s surreal sketches, became one of the many
absurd devices used to comment on societal norms, politics,
and just the sheer weirdness of life.

The Modern Sitcom and the Lasting Appeal
of the Fart Joke
By the time the 1980s and 1990s rolled around, fart sound
effects  had  become  a  well-established  comedic  tool  in
television sitcoms. In shows like The Simpsons (1989–present),
farting became an almost expected part of the humor, often
associated  with  Homer  Simpson’s  childish  antics.  The  fart
sound was no longer just about breaking tension in a scene but
was also a way to exaggerate the silliness of a character.
Homer’s frequent flatulence reflected his immaturity and lack
of  sophistication,  adding  to  the  character’s  lovable  but
flawed personality.

Similarly, Family Guy (1999–present) took fart jokes to a more
irreverent level, often incorporating them into the show’s
fast-paced,  boundary-pushing  humor.  In  Family  Guy,  farting
wasn’t just a physical gag; it was often part of a larger joke
about absurdity or cultural references. The show’s tendency to
mix crude humor with pop culture parodies meant that fart
jokes were used as one tool in an ever-expanding repertoire of
comedic devices.

In  more  grounded  sitcoms  like  The  Office  (U.S.  version,
2005–2013), farting was used to highlight awkward moments or
social discomfort. In one scene, Michael Scott farts in a
meeting,  which  serves  to  reinforce  his  character’s  social
ineptitude. It’s not just about the fart itself, but about how
it  reflects  Michael’s  inability  to  fit  in  or  maintain



composure in professional settings. The fart joke here becomes
less  about  the  joke  itself  and  more  about  the  character
development it supports.

Fart sound effects have proven to be one of the most enduring
comedic  devices  in  film  and  television.  From  slapstick
comedies to modern sitcoms, fart noises have remained a go-to
for  evoking  laughter.  What  started  as  a  simple  way  to
punctuate absurd situations in early films has evolved into a
tool  for  character  development,  social  commentary,  and
subverting  expectations.  Whether  it’s  used  to  break  the
tension in a serious moment, highlight a character’s flaws, or
poke  fun  at  cultural  norms,  the  fart  sound  has  become  a
universal and timeless form of humor. Even today, it continues
to serve as a lighthearted reminder of the absurdity of life,
capable of making people laugh no matter how old they are.


