
The  Ultimate  Student
Checklist  for  Studying  in
Edinburgh 
Studying in Edinburgh is an exciting adventure filled with
historic  charm,  vibrant  student  life,  and  world-class
education.  

Whether you’re arriving for the first time or returning for
another year, there are essential things to know that will
make your experience smoother. 

From finding the right course to settling into the city, this
guide  will  help  you  navigate  student  life  in  Scotland’s
capital. 
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Edinburgh is home to several prestigious universities, each
offering a wide range of programs. Whether you’re drawn to the
University  of  Edinburgh,  Heriot-Watt,  Napier,  or  Queen
Margaret, it’s important to choose a course that aligns with
your goals. 

A university course finder can be a useful tool to compare
options and discover programs that fit your interests and
career plans. 

Once  you’ve  selected  a  course,  take  time  to  explore  the
university’s  facilities,  support  services,  and  academic
resources. This will help you make a confident decision about
where and what to study. 

Finding the Perfect Place to Live 

Accommodation is a top priority for any student moving to
Edinburgh. University halls are a great option for first-year
students,  providing  a  built-in  community  and  convenient
locations. 

Private rentals and shared flats are also popular, especially
for those looking for more independence. 

Edinburgh’s neighborhoods vary in price and atmosphere. Areas
like Marchmont and Bruntsfield are student-friendly and close
to campus, while Leith offers a more affordable and lively
scene. 

Start your housing search early, as demand is high, especially
before the semester begins. 

Getting Around the City 

Edinburgh is a compact city, making it easy to get around on
foot or by bike. However, for longer distances, the city’s
excellent public transport system is a lifesaver. 

Lothian Buses offer student discounts and an unlimited monthly
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pass,  which  is  worth  considering  if  you  plan  to  travel
frequently. 

For those who prefer cycling, Edinburgh has a growing network
of bike lanes. Just be prepared for some steep hills—this city
isn’t completely flat! 

Managing Your Finances 

Living  in  Edinburgh  can  be  expensive,  so  budgeting  is
essential.  Rent,  groceries,  and  transport  costs  add  up
quickly, but there are ways to keep expenses under control. 

Look out for student discounts on everything from bus passes
to entertainment and even grocery stores. 

Part-time jobs are a popular way for students to supplement
their  income.  Many  bars,  cafés,  and  retail  stores  hire
students,  and  universities  also  offer  on-campus  work
opportunities.  

If you’re an international student, check visa regulations to
ensure you’re eligible for part-time employment. 

Making the Most of Student Life 

Edinburgh  is  packed  with  opportunities  for  students  to
socialize, explore, and grow beyond the classroom. 

Joining clubs and societies is one of the best ways to meet
new people and dive into university culture. Sports teams,
music groups, and academic societies are just a few options
available. 

Beyond campus, Edinburgh offers endless entertainment. From
the world-famous Edinburgh Festival to hidden bookshops and
cosy cafés, there’s something for everyone. 

Be sure to take time to explore the city’s rich history,
whether  by  climbing  Arthur’s  Seat  or  visiting  Edinburgh
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Castle. 

Staying Healthy and Safe 

Looking after your physical and mental well-being is key to a
successful  university  experience.  Registering  with  a  local
doctor (GP) should be one of your first steps after moving. 

Many  universities  also  have  student  health  services  that
provide  medical  support,  counselling,  and  mental  health
resources 

Edinburgh is considered a safe city, but taking precautions is
always a good idea. Be mindful of your belongings, especially
in crowded areas, and avoid walking alone late at night in
unfamiliar neighbourhoods. 

Enjoying Your Time in Edinburgh 

Studying in Edinburgh isn’t just about academics—it’s about
experiencing life in one of the most unique cities in the
world. Take time to explore, try new things, and make the most
of  your  years  here.  The  connections  you  build  and  the
experiences  you  have  will  stay  with  you  long  after
graduation.  


