
The Role of Music Equipment
in Shaping Genres: From Rock
to EDM
Tools  have  always  shaped  music.  The  equipment  used  by
musicians of all types of genres or even from all times,
including from the ’60s to the futuristic EDM of today, has a
great role to play in what defines genres today or even what
defined any genre in the past. For instance, the Rickenbacker
360 is an iconic guitar that helped carve out modern rock
guitar sounds. Like synthesizers, electronic music has evolved
along with them. In this article, we’ll look at how certain
music equipment has shaped genre development and helped create
iconic sounds.

The Electric Guitar’s Role in Rock
Evolution
The  Rickenbacker  360  is  just  one  iconic  example,  but  the
electric guitar as a whole has been a game-changer in rock
music. The electric guitar has been at the heart of rock
music,  from  Jimi  Hendrix’s  explosive  solos  to  punk’s  raw
power. The distortion pedal, invented in the late 1960s, added
a gritty, aggressive edge that shaped genres from hard rock to
grunge.

The Rise of Synthesizers: Crafting
the Sound of Electronic Music
With electronic music being such a big part of popular music,
the synthesizer was its defining instrument. In the ’70s and
’80s, artists like Kraftwerk and Giorgio Moroder thought far
outside the box, using synthesizers to forge new, futuristic
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sounds. The key to shaping early electronic music was the Moog
synthesizer, and drum machines like the Roland TR-808 and
TR-909 helped define genres such as house, techno, and hip-
hop.

Pioneering  Electronic  Sounds  with  the
Synthesizer
Not  only  have  synthesizers  helped  musicians  discover  new
sounds, but they’ve also helped us to create genres that were
solely based on electronic music technology. For example, EDM
is  almost  impossible  to  do  without  synthesizers  and  drum
machines. Today, artists still use equipment like the Roland
TR-8S or the Ableton Push so that they can lay down intricate
rhythms and intricate melodies in real-time.
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The Birth of Hip-Hop: Sampling and
Drum Machines
Sampling and drum machines are the reason for much of hip
hop’s sound. The first wave of hip hop is credited much to the
Akai  MPC  drum  machine  sampler,  which  gave  producers  the
ability to flip and sample snippets of existing records and
combine them so a new song was created. The result was hip
hop’s  signature  beats  that  were  pioneered  through  these
devices by artists like DJ Premier and Dr. Dre.

Mixing  Tradition  with  Technology:  The
Fusion of Genres
Music equipment tends to blur the lines between genres. For
example, rock and EDM have mutually influenced one another for
some time: rock bands have incorporated the synthesizer and
electronic elements into their sound. As a result of this
cross-pollination, we ended up with genres like electro-rock,
where  we  have  the  electric  guitar  and  the  synthesizer
cohabiting  and  generating  new  dynamic  sounds.

Drum Kits: The Backbone of Pop and
Rock Music
Popular music has always been built around drum kits, which
supply the rhythm that holds everything together. Not only had
the  drum  kit  evolved  —  rock  had  been  influenced  by  the
evolution  of  the  drum  kit,  especially  in  relation  to
electronic drum pads. Acoustic drum kits are used by bands
like Queen to drive powerful rock songs with powerful beats
and modern EDM producers are prone to use drum machines and
digital drum kits to achieve precision and creativity.



The Impact of Digital Audio Workstations
(DAWs)
Digital audio workstations (DAWs) are indispensable to modern
music production. Musicians can blend guitars, synthesizers,
and drum machines in Ableton Live, Logic Pro, and FL Studio.
These tools have helped democratize music creation so that
bedroom producers can make professional quality tracks with
just a computer and a couple of choice pieces of equipment.

The Instruments That Shape Music’s
Future
The technology that is shaping the music industry is evolving
as the music industry itself. Even today, specific pieces of
equipment influence the direction of music, and while we’re
not talking about the legendary synthesizers that define EDM
or the Rickenbacker 360 guitar’s impact on rock, there are
plenty of gear that stays relevant. The importance of these
tools  helps  us  understand  how  music  genres  are  always
redefined. The right equipment may be the difference between a
good song and a genre-defining classic through the distortion
of an electric guitar or the rhythmic precision of a drum
machine.  With  technology  continuing  to  grow,  we  can  only
imagine what the next generation of musical equipment will
sound like for the hits of tomorrow.


