
How to survive a winter night
in the mountains 
The  air  feels  sharper,  the  world  quieter.  Snow  crunches
beneath your boots as the mountains rise around you. You’re
not here to conquer them – they’re here to shape you. Tonight,
the cold will test you, but you’ll prove you belong. Winter
camping is not just an adventure; it’s a test of resilience,
preparation, and gear. In this guide, we’ll show you how to
embrace the cold, from finding the perfect campsite to relying
on essentials to make your night in the wilderness safe and
unforgettable. 

The challenges of winter camping 

Winter  in  the  mountains  is  breathtaking,  but  it’s  also
merciless. Temperatures often plunge far below freezing, snow
buries everything in sight, and storms can sweep in without
warning. The mental and physical demands are intense, but for
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those who rise to the challenge, the rewards are unmatched:
the silence of a snow-covered world, the brilliance of the
stars, and the satisfaction of mastering the elements. 

Every  challenge  brings  a  lesson,  and  every  moment  in  the
mountains becomes part of your story. 

Where should you pitch your tent on a snowy night? 

Your  campsite  is  your  sanctuary,  and  choosing  the  right
location is essential. Look for spots sheltered from the wind,
such as behind rock formations or within tree lines. Avoid
avalanche-prone slopes and low valleys, which often trap cold
air. 

Before setting up your tent, use your trekking pole to probe
the snow and check for hidden hazards like ice or rocks.  

Must-have gear for surviving subzero camping nights 

The key to surviving the cold lies in your gear. A four-season
tent is your fortress against wind and snow, while a down-
filled sleeping bag, rated for subzero temperatures, cocoons
you in warmth. Pair it with an insulated sleeping pad to
create a barrier against the frozen ground. 

For extra comfort, don’t forget down camping slippers (such as
offered by PAJAK). Lightweight yet incredibly warm, they keep
your feet cozy during the coldest nights, whether you’re in
your tent or stepping out into the snow. 

How to stay warm without a fire 

Lighting a fire in winter can be difficult, especially with
wet wood or in areas where fires are prohibited. Portable
stoves  and  chemical  heat  packs  are  reliable  alternatives.
They’re easy to use and effective for preparing hot meals and
drinks, which are essential for maintaining body heat. 

Hot food isn’t just a comfort—it’s a necessity. A warm meal
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restores energy, while a hot drink from a thermos can lift
your spirits during a long, cold night. 

How to dress for winter camping comfort 

When camping in extreme cold, proper clothing can mean the
difference  between  discomfort  and  survival.  The  secret  is
layering: 

Base layer – moisture-wicking fabrics like merino wool
keep sweat off your skin. 

Mid-layer – insulating materials such as fleece or down
trap heat effectively. 

Outer layer – a waterproof, windproof shell protects you
from snow and icy gusts. 

Don’t overlook your feet – slipping into down booties for
sleeping  ensures  they  stay  warm  through  the  night.  These
compact,  packable  boots  provide  unparalleled  comfort  in
freezing conditions. 

Your lifeline – communication in remote wilderness 

In  the  mountains,  staying  connected  can  save  your  life.
Satellite messengers or two-way radios are crucial in areas
without cell service. Always carry a whistle, reflective gear,
and a headlamp for signaling. Simple tools like these can make
all the difference in an emergency. 

Winning the mental battle 

Winter camping doesn’t just test your body—it challenges your
mind. The cold, silence, and isolation can feel overwhelming,
but every small victory – a warm meal, a successful setup, or
the beauty of a starry sky—builds resilience. 



Focus on the moment. Listen to the crunch of snow underfoot,
feel the warmth of your sleeping bag, and let the stillness of
the mountains remind you why you’re here. The hardest nights
often lead to the most memorable stories. 

When the cold becomes your teacher 

The  mountains  in  winter  are  as  demanding  as  they  are
rewarding. They’ll test your limits, but they’ll also reveal
your strength. With the right preparation – choosing a safe
campsite, dressing in effective layers – you can turn the cold
into an ally. 

The adventure is waiting. Equip yourself, step into the frosty
wilderness, and discover what you’re truly capable of. 


