Five things you need to know
today

The Royal Blind School in Edinburgh
lit up the festive season with 1its
annual Christmas show, A Race
Across the world!

This year’s production featured an exciting race between two
teams, the Huskies and the Reindeers, competing in a thrilling
journey to the North Pole, featuring special performances
inspired by “The Beatles” and “ABBA.” The spectacular show
involved every pupil and staff member, celebrating the talent
and creativity of a school where all pupils have complex
disabilities.

Head of Learning, Lucy Chetty, who also had a starring role in
the show, expressed her gratitude for everyone who made it
happen, saying:

“Our annual school show is such an important highlight of the
year for everyone connected to the Royal Blind School -
pupils, parents, and staff. The team works tirelessly, with
planning starting as far back as the summer, to ensure every
single pupil is given the opportunity to take part in a way
that celebrates their individuality and strengths. The show 1is
written specifically with inclusivity in mind, and it’s
incredible to see the joy it brings to our community. The
photos are fantastic, and we hope everyone who attended had a
magical time.”
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EDINBURGH, UK — 12th December 2024: Royal Blind School perform
‘Race across the world’ for their 2024 Christmas Show. Two
teams race across the world to get to Lapland for Christmas
Eve. (Photograph: MAVERICK PHOTO AGENCY)

Labour cling on to power at the
City Chambers

At the City Chambers on Thursday the ruling Labour group
retained control with a new group leader elected as Council
Leader. The new council leader was joining the meeting from
5,000 miles away and the former leader, Cammy Day joined the
meeting online with his camera switched off.

When asked by Cllr Lesley Macinnes that the former leader be
told to turn his camera on even for the vote, the Lord Provost
declined the request. Cllr Day voted with the Labour group and
the Tories and Liberal Democrats ensuring that Labour retained
control 32 votes to 28.



Cllr Katrina Faccenda was the sole member of the Labour group
who abstained from voting to keep the group in administration
saying that: “We have failed in the last two and a half years.
We do not have enough time here today to go through the ways
in which we have failed.

“I am the only councillor who does not receive a Special
Responsibility Allowance and so I am the only one who could
make a dispassionate opinion.” After the decision was made
Cllr Faccenda said on X: “As if it wasn’t enough that the
former leader of Edinburgh Council felt it appropriate to
attend council online, he left once the tight vote on the
future administration was taken. An absolute disgrace”.

The next full council meeting takes place in February to
discuss the Tourist Tax.

Looking for a last minute gift?

Buy a subscription to The Edinburgh Reporter for a gift that
lasts all year long. The recipient will be sent twelve copies
of our monthly newspaper which is created from scratch each
month.

Or you could buy one for yourself..see our 2024 papers below —
click on any of the top six images to read these issues in
full.

Click here to subscribe.



https://ko-fi.com/theedinburghreporter/shop
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Spot the new
cool cat at
the Zoo

[y GEORGE MAIR

THE FESTIVALS are just finished
for this year, but it may be timely to
remind you of the 2023 Punniest
Joke of the Fringe. This was written
by Lorna Rose Treen: *1 started
dating a zoakeeper but it turned out
hie was a cheetah”

Visttors to Edinbargh Zoo can
now easily spot a real live cheetah
for the first time in nearly a quarter
ofa century - after the new star
attraction was recently intraduced
to the Edinburgh public.

Cleo, a five-year-old Northeast
African cheetah, has arrived at the
Royal Zoclogical Saciety af
Scotland {RE58) from Fota Wildlite
Park near Cork in Treland.

The majestic big cat - the first of
her kind at the zoo since 20010
spent time getting used ta her new
surroandings before finally going
on show to visitors.

Plans are already being made to
add a male later this yeas, with
hopes af the first cubs next year.

Donald Gow, Living Callections
Oiperations Manager at RZSS, said:
“We are delighted to finally be able
tr introduce visitors to our new
cheetah, Clen

“This spectacular and elegant big
cat just arrived in Edinbargh and
has spent 2 good few days just
settling into her new sarroundings.

of fascinating, beautiful and iconic
animals.”

“We've had a bot of interest from
our members and visitors already.
“We know she will be a very
popular addition to our collection
s ]
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Time for the
show to begin

By PHYLLIS STEPHEN

ONE OF ASSEMBLY'S top selling
shows of 2023, Afrique en Cirgue,
pictured left, returns to wow Fringe
audiences ance more with their
daring acrobatics sharing the beauty
and artistry of African culture.

This sell-put is a dazeling circus
spectacular and promises a
show-stopping night out for the
whole family. Created by Yamoussa
Bangoura, the show is inspired by
daily life in Guinea witha
performance sharing the beauty,
youth and artistry of African
culture. The acrohats perform
gravity-delying moves including
buman pyramids during the show.

Produced by Kalabanté
Productians, it also includes
afro-jazz, percussion and the Kora

a multi-stringed instrament used
widely in West Africa

Edinburgh in Augustis a
bewildering cornucopia of
emtertainment. There will be 3,317
shows in Edinburgh Festival Fringe
alane - without thinking of all the
other festivals. Dne way to ensure

e for maney during August is to
sabscribe to the new paid
membership, Lave The Fringe. This
new scheme has been created in a
collaboration between several venues,
producers and acts. Starting from £20
the subscriptions affer access to ticket
deals and discounts 2t Festival barsas
well s |ecal businesses including
pubs and restaurants. Edfest comy’
lorve- the-fringe.

[t can be daunting trying to
choose what to see - read more
inside where you will find our
recommendations and saggestions.
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City marks the
centenary of
The Flying
Scotsman

By PHYLLIS STEPHEN

IT WILL BE 100 YEARS this month
since athlete and missionary, Eric
Liddell, won an Olympic gold
medal in Paris. The story of his
victory was the real-life inspiration
for the film, Chariots of Fire, and he
was not only a sprinter, but also a
rugby player, winning seven caps
for Scotland and working as a
Christian missionary in China.

While he studied at the
University of Edinburgh he also
played sport for his country -
although he had been born in Qing
China where his Scottish parents
were missionaries.

At the 1924 Olympics he would
not run in the heats for the 100
metres race as these were held on a
Sunday when he did not play sport.
He then competed in the 400 metres
heat held on a weekday, and - even
though this was not “his” distance
- he won.

His name has been given to The
Eric Liddell Community (ELC) at
Holy Corner which will celebrate
the life of their namesake with a
series of events this month. ELC is a
registered care charity based at Holy
Corner where they provide
specialist dementia care and help
people to overcome loneliness and
isolation. The charity, which has
HRH The Princess Royal as patron,
has begun a fundraising campaign
during this year to help them
continue with their important work.

Read more on page 5
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| Trams are

By PHYLLIS STEPHEN from Edinburgh Airport to York Place.
Actually on the first day the service began at
the Gyle Stop with many people trying to be

the first passengers to get on board.

IT IS NOW TEN YEARS since Edinburgh
Trams began running the passenger service

Star struck
No negativity for snapper
looking back on his life
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Edinburgh Trams have now carried more than
60 million passengers in the last decade on a
fleet of 27 trams and employ around 300
people in Edinburgh. Except during Covid
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tram income has risen year on year. In 2014
the half year income was £4.782 million and
this rose to £23.9 million in 2023.

More about Edinburgh Trams on page 7
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By GEORGE MAIR AND PHYLLIS STEPHEN and well-known in the capital. long days spent in the city centre collecting regular lunch spot. For more than 20 years
Now, an Oor Wullie-themed statue, in the cash for charities. The life size sculpture, a Tom could be seen rattling his collecting tin,

HIS SELFLESS ACTS OF GENEROSITY image of the late Scots war veteran and charity  replica of one auctioned during an 2019 wearing his trademark tartan trews and

raised more than £1 million for charities,and  fundraiser, has been unveiled on the spot fundraiser, is now in place outside Gordon’s medals in the city centre.

the late Tom Gilzean, MBE, was much loved where he used to break for lunch during his Trattoria on The Royal Mile which was his Read more on page 7

PRE-THEATRE DINING 10% OFE
BOOK YOUR TABLE ONLINE AT YOUR MEAL

WWW.SHEZANEDINBURGH.COM

INDIAN CUISINE

PRESENT VOUCHER
25 UNION PLACE, T: 0131 557 5098 TO YOUR SERVER
v EDINBURGH EH1 3NQ Ea OPPOSITE EDINBURGH PLAYHOUSE




Economy class Frimgcbeaclits Cincma calamity Falleibeans Rachel revvs up

s R Y i 2w e o e e ualcieng o ornd ety ool onw Vs S o s
e e i s sl L= S F T - [H s I 5 =F - = rakr ol
Pug t e b T —

PRE-THEATRE DINING

. BOOK YOUS TABLE ONLINE AT
INDIAN CUISINE WWW.ESHEIANEDINEURGH.COM

T5 UNION PLACE, T: @131 557 5098
@ =oinauRcE EH1 3NG @ OFPOSITE EDINBURGH PLATHOUSE




Hopeciul Hilda Bross rehrand Ritchie revival Eating out Cut the mustard

Nincty ninc year -old Over her akis Late susthor's play March madness of Hugly stalwart's
supports charity boss bt nost. skl 1y b stmgied loadic discounts retiral edchration
Fage 1 Frge e e P 1313 Fage 17

hReporter

\CAPITALREADFROM STARTTOFINISH
Leith artist

carves out
new look for
Athletic

by STEPHIEN RAFFERTY

THE LBGALY OF woald famous
axtist andd Lither Edusrdo Pealazi

halping 10 sppor the work of & locel
ferssabnall chaiks [oor wwbiich it i bubieveal

miembers of his lemidy pleayed

‘The eve-caching special sdstion
Pankoxzi foothall sbart was launched
= ImoTraNe snmETURHT Swarenee of
Laith Athletic and 1o reiss fends for
s barmnychy o pirls and wormsni
Ledimi

The nitial run sold ous
immedisely and 1 new cditson
produced on the 160th wnnevenary
of Paodoxi's hirth on T March - is
hering ehipped worldwide as fans
d cnlbrctors frem s fur geny s
Aitralis, Brusil, Amcrica ssd The
Methrslands, map up the thin

Pasderss, widely credited aa the
father ol pop art, was bormn n Leah
im 1924 to Bakan smmugranes ansd
sher gradusting from the Bdsrhurgh
Schaal af Art, becamse nviabiiabed s
& masght after eulplon, drasgner,
pristrmaker and i later i, o
teschier mnd soidienic

f ®
Enighted in 158%, Pesloze later
! dosaied & large body of his werk
] md the coments of hin sudim o The
Seosish Natiosal Gallery of Modern

A Members ol Lath Atkletich

L ] v, Bedgling girls sgusd {le) viated
i e Blonbern Twn gallery en Belbord
itch perfect - S
;f 165" free exhibision which russ
g

until Funday 11 April

Fall oy sn Page 7

SHEZAN . PRE-THEATRE DINING

BOOK YOUR TABLE ONLINE AT
WWW.SHEZANEDINBURGH.COM

INDIAN CUISINE

15 UNION PLACE, T: 0131 557 5098
Q EDINBURGH EH1 3NG @9 OPPOSITE EDINBURGH PLAYHOUSE




Dashing deeds  Pavilion pallava | Shawiair shock  Chief cosies up Centre Stage

Studont Aais appeal has Budget cuts decpen New gyvm not Bl for Mure gquestions fior Liam Rusdden joins The
council on hap cve hospital crisis purpose claims Palice Scotland boss Edinburgh Reporier
Fags 1 FagEa Tage ¥ P 110 LA

Ed T1 burghRepgmgter

'-" Bt :':

3y PHYLLIS STEPHIEN

THERE WILL BE & full programms
of events in the cpstal to herald the
wtart of the Year of the Thragon and

cebrbratr Chinse New Yoar 2024

Thr enteriamment in Edsmburgh
fremi the larges celebrathon of
kil i S ol e by i dpans
¥ 1S Pebruary. There s & wide
range of sctrvmies including the

Oifacial Chimese New Vear Coscent
il Linheer Fiall which hias becnene an
emnyal habare in the o calendar

Thr piogramme mchides dragen
mmd lion dances, a bifingual cesladh,
bl chid wesmiona, callgraphy and
taret card reading, ol of whach help
tw promiote kocal businesses and 1o
reizdoece the linka betwrsn Scottinh
wmd Chaness cubture

The Dhape ia o ignificant
esmhlesn in Chitese culliane
rymbolsung power, noblenes,
hasevar, luck and mscoess, and it
in preshcied that the new pear
will bing epparsimtion. changey
= challemge

Thr festival ine the capital ia
supporod by Hetot - W
Unveniy end Hasnan Arkne, and
is coondingad by Edinbargh
Towrem Actien Geoup {ETAG).
Thas forma a kerpe part of the groupt
China Ready smitiatire and ETAG
wall hadd theis sl conlueacs
duising the week 2l the Edishirgh
Inlernationsl Comlonence Cenire
with traiming sessioes and mdusory
meet ups

SHEZAN PRE-THEATRE DINING

BOOK YOUR TABLE ONLINE AT
INDIAN CUISINE WWW.SHEZANEDINBURGH.COM

18 UNION PLAGE, T: 0131 5567 5098
EDINBURGH EHI ING @ cPPOSITE EDINBURGH PLAYHOUSE




Building brawl Kinky closure Festival furore Colfee notes Barrie's back

Risidents up in srms Swingers” club appeals Funding repection sends Charlic Ellis mugs up on Heans midibclder
over throe projocts council onder wrong signal

Edii burg

capital bean scencs i the mend
Fage Fage 18 Page 31

hReporter

i85S
P Gifted German artist i 8 i -

Michael Pendry
to once again
transform

St Giles’ with
his newest
masterpiece

By PHTLLIS STEPHEN

ANEW PUBLIC scalpiure
(51 by e

PRE-THEATRE DINING 10% OFE
_éi:mu YOUR TABLE m|ﬁlr | YOUR MEAL
25 UNION PLACE, T: 0131 557 5098 s YN SRV
Q EDINBURGH EHI NG @ oPPOSITE EDINBURGH PLAYHOUSE

Edinburgh Farmers Market

Support the local producers at Saturday’s Farmers Market. Here
are the producers who will be there on Saturday on Castle



https://issuu.com/phyllisstephen/docs/ter012024
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1000848255403577&set=a.556013246553749
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1000848255403577&set=a.556013246553749

Terrace

At the National Galleries

National Galleries of Scotland hosted its latest dementia-
friendly Gallery Social event at the Portrait gallery to
explore the Celebrating 40 Years of Scotland’s Photography
Collection exhibition.

Welcoming a group of people affected by dementia along with
their relatives, friends and supporters, they enjoyed a
relaxed and sociable art session before going on to explore
the exhibition. Gallery Social sessions take place on the
fourth Friday of every month exploring exhibitions at the
Portrait, Modern and National. All are welcome.

Led by a team of friendly artists, the sessions have a relaxed
and slow start, with a chance to enjoy refreshments and
socialise or perhaps take part in a light-touch art activity.
This is followed by a short gallery tour where all
contributions are welcomed and valued.

Celebrating 40 Years of Scotland’s Photography Collection is
open until 16 March 2025.
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