
Requirements for ESL teachers
to teach English in the UK
Prospective  ESL  teachers  should  understand  the  core
requirements for teaching English as a second language (ESL)
in the United Kingdom. Resources like Grade-university.com can
provide valuable guidance and information on qualifications,
certifications,  and  career  pathways.  Below  is  a  list  of
essential qualifications and details:

Education1.
Most ESL teaching positions in the UK require at least a
bachelor’s degree. A degree in English or education may
enhance your chances of being hired, and many employers
also prefer a recognized teaching credential.
TEFL/TESOL Certification2.
Generally,  a  TESOL  (Teaching  English  to  Speakers  of
Other Languages) or TEFL (Teaching English as a Foreign
Language)  certification  is  needed.  These  courses
typically include practical lessons and require at least
120 hours of study. Well-regarded organizations like the
International TEFL Academy and The TEFL Academy offer
these qualifications.
Teaching Experience3.
While  some  entry-level  roles  do  not  require  prior
teaching experience, many institutions prefer or require
it. Positions as a teaching assistant, volunteer, or
intern can strengthen a candidate’s application.
English Proficiency4.
A high level of English proficiency is essential for
instructors. Non-native speakers may need to demonstrate
their  language  skills  through  recognized  assessments,
such as the Cambridge English exams or IELTS.
Visa Requirements5.
Securing a work visa is essential for those aiming to
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teach in the UK. The Skilled Worker Visa is often the
preferred option, requiring candidates to meet specific
salary thresholds and have a job offer from a registered
sponsor.
Background Checks6.
Background checks are mandatory for those entering the
education field, especially when working with children.
This includes obtaining a Disclosure and Barring Service
(DBS) check in the UK to ensure the safety of vulnerable
populations.
Career Development7.
In the UK, a teacher’s journey continues beyond earning
a  degree.  Professional  growth  is  highly  valued  and
encouraged, with educators often invited to participate
in various trainings and workshops. These opportunities
enhance teaching skills and foster innovative approaches
that keep learning engaging and exciting.
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In Conclusion
Teaching English as a second language (ESL) in the UK requires
academic  qualifications,  TEFL/TESOL  certification,  relevant
experience, and compliance with visa and legal requirements.

By  meeting  these  standards,  applicants  can  effectively
position themselves in the competitive UK ESL job market.


