
Improve  Performance  Metrics
That  Affect  Website  Search
Engine Ranking
Website search engine ranking is a critical component of e-
marketing because recent research into how users conduct their
searches revealed that almost all clicked on the first one or
two results regardless of the relevance of the others.

Most people initiate their searches for information, goods,
and services on search engines like Google. Results can often
run into the hundreds of thousands; competition online is
intense, but sites with sound WordPress optimization can rank
higher.

Consequently, many site owners are asking how to boost SEO
efficiency to improve their rankings on search engine results
pages (SERPs). In modern marketing, it is no longer sufficient
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for a site to be interesting or even well-designed; in fact,
adding whistles and bows can impede performance, doing more
harm than good to the SEO.

Given the extent of online competition and recent changes to
Google’s  algorithms,  WordPress  sites  must  optimize  their
performance, content, and structure to rank well.

Interestingly, the SEO best practices to rank content higher
are directly related to factors that generally impact the
WordPress site performance. Here are some of those factors to
consider: 

Page Load Speed
Site performance is signaled by several metrics, including
bounce rate (BR) and page load speed. Being directly related
to the user experience, how long it takes for a page to load
contributes to where the site will rank, and a high BR signals
user dissatisfaction.

What is page speed, and why is it vital to SEO? Fast page load
speeds (PLS) keep bounce rates low, signaling site quality to
search engines. A quick load enhances the user experience
(UE). It prolongs user engagement, increases opportunities for
conversions, and benefits SEO in the future.

Google, therefore, considers page load speed as one of the
ranking  factors,  using  metrics  such  as  Largest  Contentful
Print (LCP), Cumulative Layout Shift (CLS), and First Input
Delay (FID) as UE indicators.

Remember, even a one-second delay in loading a page can impact
conversion rates, and it should be considered during WordPress
website development. You can use various SEO tools to analyze
the page loading speed and other performance metrics. For
instance, every SEMrush review will confirm that the tool has
so much going in its favor, especially the Site Audit tool,
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which  shares  everything  about  the  site’s  performance,
including  performance  issues,  load  speed,  and  more.  

Mobile Optimization
Performance SEO includes optimizing websites for mobile-first
indexing and ranking. Google prioritizes sites designed for
mobiles because most people will access their search engine
using voice-activated search features from a mobile device.

Mobile search represents a significant shift in user habits
and how people access information. Mobile-first design is a
key search engine requirement for ranking as a result. It has
left  many  older  sites  designed  with  desktops  in  mind
struggling  with  visibility.

The mobile-first approach fosters user satisfaction to better
position the site on the search engine results pages (SERPs).
Mobile-first optimization ensures sites load quickly and are
easy  to  navigate,  prioritizing  use  on  small  screens.  The
concept includes responsive and intuitive design, layout, and
structure. It also optimizes images and minimizes Java scripts
and  CSS  files  to  reduce  load  times  and  prolong  user
engagement.  

Hosting Quality
Another influence on a website’s performance and ranking is
the quality of its hosting. Reliable hosting keeps the site up
and  working  at  maximum  efficiency,  reducing  the  risks  of
downtime and incurring search engine penalties.

A good host helps with security, including issuing free SSL
certificates. They protect essential data and prevent attacks,
keeping sites and users safe.

Because page load speeds are influenced by their distance from
the server, one of the most valuable WordPress SEO tips is to



consider the geographical location of the host. Being nearby
could  potentially  boost  page  load  speed  and  overall  site
performance. Choosing a local host for the local audience is
sometimes a sensible option. 

Caching  and  Content  Delivery
Networks (CDNs)
Technical WordPress SEO optimizes caching and content delivery
networks (CDNs). Both can impact site performance and its SEO.

Caching aims to reduce the load on the server when large files
are  needed.  Frequently  accessed  data  is  accessed  from
temporary storage such as the user’s browser. The practice has
been  known  to  accelerate  load  times  but  also  protect  the
site’s overall performance.

Using CDNs reduces bandwidth costs and enhances site security.
The content delivery network is a global network of servers,
each delivering content from the node closest to the user.
Search engine crawlers find CDNs easier to index and to check
SEO ranking. 

Both caching and using CDNs have a positive impact on Core Web
Vitals, such as LCP and FID. Core Web Vitals is Google’s key
performance indicator, although other metrics like BR and time
of site factor too.  

Image Optimization
Image optimization is essential and used to determine ranking.
Different image types can considerably impact the performance
of  your  WordPress  rankings.  For  instance,  JPEG  files  are
suitable for photos because of their efficient compression,
but graphics requiring transparency need to be in PNG format,
but these files are usually larger.
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When looking for how to increase SEO effectiveness, WordPress
image optimization is a good practice. It’s a straightforward
process with a helpful plugin, SEO Optimized Images. Use a
WordPress plugin to ensure images are responsive as well and
can adapt to different screen sizes.

Compression tools can help reduce the size of images without
compromising the quality – lossless and lossy compression can
help in this regard. Image resizing is another good option
when  you  want  to  avoid  unnecessary  data  transfer.  Taking
advantage  of  lazy  loading  may  also  help  improve  the
performance of a WordPress website because the images load
only when they are in the viewport.

Additionally, using Image-Alt-Text to convey a description of
the image and its context to the crawlers helps with the
accuracy of the indexing. Since the description is helpful to
users, it also enhances the UX to improve the chances of the
site ranking well. Implementing structured data for images
also helps them get indexed better. 

Database Optimization 
An essential task for SEO for WordPress website management is
monitoring the database.

WordPress uses its own MySQL database, but sites accumulate
unnecessary files over time, like spam, trashed files, or
content  revisions.  If  left  unchecked,  the  database’s
responsiveness  slows.  Queries  take  longer  as  retrieval  is
impeded, and the site becomes sluggish. It can be devastating
for ecommerce stores, which is why regular database cleanups
are vital for maintaining optimal performance and, ultimately,
SERP ranking.

Fast  retrieval  depends  on  efficient  indexing  and  query
optimization. With properly structured indexing, WordPress can
quickly  locate  and  fetch  relevant  data,  operating  with  a
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reduced load on the server and improved PLS.  

Plugin Management
Plugin  management  is  a  crucial  feature  of  WordPress  site
performance and essential when seeking enhanced SEO ranking.
However,  plugins  are  a  double-edged  sword.  Poorly  coded
plugins or simply using too many has a disastrous impact on
the site’s SEO.

Although some plugins are helpful, even essential, an over-
reliance on them significantly impacts performance, especially
page load speed, one of the ranking factors. They increase the
load on the server considerably, slowing PLS, which, if not
caught promptly, lowers the site’s SERP position by signaling
a poor-quality UX to the search engine. 

Developing the SEO for WordPress website, therefore, relies on
managing plugins. This includes updating and conducting audits
regularly. It’s an opportunity to remove any plugins that have
become  redundant,  check  for  conflicts,  or  install  better-
performing options like the recent caching plugins that are
aimed at dramatically improving site speeds by reducing server
load.   

Some plugins directly influence rankings by focusing on the
site’s  on-page  optimization.  They  consider  the  individual
elements of the page, such as the meta tags and site maps, and
their effectiveness.

With efficient use, plugins enhance site speed and contribute
positively  to  UX.  They  improve  crawlability  and  indexing,
positively impacting rankings. 

Theme Optimization  
WordPress themes don’t just make your site look good; they
also have a huge impact on how they perform in the real world.



Themes serve as the backbone of your website’s structure and
determine how functional it will be in the search engines.
Pick a poorly optimized theme, and your website will face all
sorts of problems, like slow loading times, weak security, and
so on.

An optimized theme comes with a clean, efficient code, which
ensures quick loading times and efficient crawling by search
engines. Themes with bloated code can make your WordPress site
slugging  and  tricky  for  search  engines  to  index  it
effectively.  

Ideally,  you  should  consider  aesthetics  but  stick  to  a
lightweight  theme  designed  specifically  for  speed  and
efficiency. Improved page speed is a critical Google ranking
factor, so you can’t ignore that. If it loads quickly, it
enhances  user  experience,  which  is  another  plus  point  of
having an optimized theme. Moreover, theme optimization makes
your WordPress site more responsive and suitable for mobile
audiences.

Regular Performance Audits
No matter how careful you are when selecting a theme, hosting
provider,  graphics,  and  other  details,  it’s  of  paramount
importance to monitor how your website performs over time.

Sometimes,  you  do  everything  right  and  notice  a  boost  in
performance, but it changes after Google introduces a new
algorithm update. Your competitors may take note of your SEO
strategy and add more power to theirs to beat your rankings.
Moreover, other issues can also arise that affect your website
performance negatively.

Regular audits help identify those technical problems, such as
broken links, loading time issues, duplicate content, or crawl
errors, well before they create a severe problem. You can use
Google Search Console, Google Analytics, and other paid SEO
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tools to check how your WordPress website performs in search
engines. Here are some of the most important metrics to track
in  order  to  maintain  your  rankings  through  improved  site
performance:

Key Metrics Description Tools

Page Load Speed
Optimize page load times

for better user
experience and SEO.

Google PageSpeed
Insights, GTmetrix

Mobile
Responsiveness

Ensure the site is
mobile-friendly to
accommodate mobile

users.

Google’s Mobile-
Friendly Test

SEO Optimization
Improve on-page elements
and off-page factors for
better search rankings.

SEO tools

User Engagement
Metrics

Track bounce rate,
session duration, and
pages per session to

gauge user interaction.

Google Analytics

Security
Regularly audit for

vulnerabilities to keep
the site secure.

Security plugins
(e.g., Wordfence,

Sucuri)

Content Quality
and Gaps

Review content relevance
and fill gaps to

strengthen your content
strategy.

Content audit
tools, Manual

review

Internal Linking
Structure

Optimize internal links
to guide users and
search engines
efficiently.

SEO plugins,
Manual linking

strategy



Conclusion
Picking a theme and setting up a WordPress site is now easier
than ever, but to make that work and maintain top rankings in
search engines requires a lot of work. Various key factors can
hamper your site’s performance, and most of those performance
issues will directly affect the visibility of your website in
search engines. So, be sure to keep those factors in mind and
monitor progress regularly to get the best results.


