Sally Gray receives honorary
degree from QMU

Sally Gray, TV presenter, media
trainer, business 1leader and
charity worker, was awarded an
honorary degree by Queen Margaret
University (QMU).

The QMU graduate who has collaborated with some of the biggest
names in the UK media and runs a highly successful media
training business, was awarded an Honorary Degree of Doctor of
the University, Honoris Causa in recognition of her
significant contribution to culture and the creative arts. She
celebrated her success with Dame Prue Leith, CBE, Chancellor
of Queen Margaret University, and hundreds of new graduates
and their families at the first of the QMU’s graduation
ceremonies to be held in Edinburgh’s Usher Hall this year.

Sally studied communications and media studies at Queen
Margaret College in the 1980s, and it was her dissertation
work about children’s television that led her into the BBC's
Blue Peter offices. She landed her first ‘proper’ job as a BBC
secretary, which brought her into contact with many highly
experienced broadcasters, such as David Dimbleby, who was on
the first programme she worked on, and she played a part in
bringing the TV politics programme ‘Question Time’' to Scotland
for the first time.
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In 2003, Sally received an MBE for services to young people
through her work as an ambassador for the Millennium
Volunteers. This was a youth volunteering award scheme, now
re-badged in Scotland as the Saltire Awards. Similarly,
through her role as an ambassador for the Prince’s Trust, she
has supported young people facing disadvantage and adversity
to create a better future.

Sir Paul Grice, Principal and Vice Chancellor of Queen
Margaret University, said: “Sally has created an incredibly
successful, exciting and varied media career. She has
travelled the world in search of the kookiest inventions,
chased after wild alligators, flown a fighter plane, gone
head-to-head with Hollywood heavyweights, such as Arnold
Schwarzenegger and Pierce Brosnan, and sung a duet with actor
and comedian Sir Norman Wisdom. But, Sally has not only
entertained us — she has used her wealth of expertise to give
voice to others, helping many fulfil their potential. In that,
she personifies Queen Margaret University’s values of making
the world a better place and allowing individuals to thrive.”

Sir Paul concluded: “Sally Gray is a true inspiration to our
creative industry students and the whole of the QMU community,
and we are delighted to recognise her impressive achievements
with an honorary degree.”
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