Discover the Best Electric
Bike Trails in Edinburgh

Edinburgh, with its rich history and stunning landscapes,
offers an array of fantastic trails perfect for electric bike
enthusiasts. Whether you’re a local or a visitor, exploring
the city and its surroundings on an e-bike provides a unique
and exhilarating experience. In this article, we’ll highlight
the best electric bike trails 1in Edinburgh, catering to
various skill levels and interests.
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1. Arthur’s Seat and Holyrood Park
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Overview of the Trail

Arthur’s Seat, an extinct volcano, 1is one of Edinburgh’s most
iconic landmarks. The trail through Holyrood Park offers a mix
of challenging climbs and leisurely rides.

Scenic Views and Landmarks

Expect breath-taking views of the city skyline, the Firth of
Forth, and the historic ruins of St. Anthony’s Chapel. The
park’s diverse landscapes range from grassy slopes to rocky
crags.

Tips for Riding and Safety

The paths can be steep and rocky, so ensure your e-bike is in
good condition and wear a helmet. Early mornings or weekdays
are ideal to avoid crowds.

2. Union Canal Towpath

Trail Description and Highlights

The Union Canal Towpath stretches from Edinburgh to Falkirk,
offering a flat, easy ride perfect for all skill levels. The
path is well-maintained and mostly traffic-free.

Historical Significance

Opened in 1822, the canal played a crucial role in Scotland’s
industrial era. Along the route, you’ll find historical
landmarks like the Slateford Aqueduct.

Ideal for Leisurely Rides

This trail is perfect for a relaxed ride, with plenty of spots
to stop for a picnic or to enjoy the serene water views.



3. Water of Leith Walkway

Trall Features and Attractions

This 12-mile trail winds through the heart of Edinburgh,
following the Water of Leith from Balerno to Leith. The path
features picturesque bridges and quaint villages.

Wildlife and Nature Spots

Look out for herons, otters, and kingfishers. The Tlush
surroundings provide a peaceful escape from the city bustle.

Accessibility and Trail Conditions

The path is mostly flat and suitable for all riders. However,
some sections can be muddy after rain, so be prepared.

4. Pentland Hills Regional Park

Overview of Trails within the Park

The Pentland Hills offer a variety of trails, from gentle
slopes to challenging climbs. It’'s an ideal spot for those
looking for a more rugged e-bike adventure.

Challenging Routes for Experienced Riders

Experienced riders will enjoy the steeper paths and the varied
terrain, which includes both dirt and gravel tracks.

Best Spots for Scenic Breaks

Stop at Harlaw Reservoir or the viewpoint at Caerketton Hill
for stunning panoramas of Edinburgh and beyond.



5. Portobello Promenade

Description of the Seaside Path

Portobello Promenade offers a delightful ride along
Edinburgh’s beachfront. The flat, paved path is perfect for a
leisurely ride.

Attractions and Cafes along the Way

Enjoy the sea breeze, stop for ice cream, or visit one of the
many cafes and pubs along the promenade.

Perfect for Family Rides

This route is ideal for families, with plenty of open space
and play areas for children.

6. Cramond Foreshore

Coastal Trail Highlights

Ride along the picturesque Cramond Foreshore, with views of
Cramond Island and the Firth of Forth.

Historical Sites and Scenic Views

Visit the historic Cramond Village and its Roman remains, or
enjoy the tidal causeway to Cramond Island (but check tide
times!).

Best Times to Ride

Early mornings or late afternoons offer the best light and
fewer crowds.



7. Innocent Railway Path

History and Features of the Trail

This path follows the route of Edinburgh’s first railway, now
converted into a popular cycle path.

Scenic Tunnel and Surroundings

The highlight is the 520-meter-long Innocent Tunnel, one of
the oldest railway tunnels in Britain.

Connecting Routes and Extensions

The path connects to other cycle routes, making it a great
starting point for exploring further.

8. Braid Hills

Overview of the Trails

The Braid Hills offer a network of trails with varying
difficulty levels, suitable for both beginners and advanced
riders.

Panoramic City Views

Enjoy stunning views of Edinburgh from the hilltops,
especially beautiful at sunset.

Suitable for Various Skill Levels

With a mix of gentle slopes and challenging climbs, there’s
something for everyone.



9. Dalmeny Estate

Estate Trails and Points of Interest

The Dalmeny Estate offers beautiful woodland and coastal
paths. The trails are well-marked and provide a serene
setting.

Woodland and Coastal Paths

Ride through ancient woodlands and along the scenic coastline
of the Firth of Forth.

Tips for Exploring the Area

Check estate maps and plan your route to include stops at the
picturesque Barnbougle Castle and the sandy beaches.

10. Roslin Glen Country Park

Trail Description and Highlights

Roslin Glen offers a mix of forest paths and riverside trails.
The area is rich in natural beauty and historical sites.

Historical Sites like Rosslyn Chapel

Don’t miss the famous Rosslyn Chapel, steeped in mystery and
history, just a short detour from the main trail.

Ideal for Nature Lovers

The park is a haven for wildlife and offers a peaceful ride
through dense woodlands and along the River North Esk.

Conclusion

Edinburgh boasts a diverse range of trails perfect for



electric bike adventures, from urban paths to scenic
countryside routes. Each trail offers unique experiences,
breath-taking views, and a chance to explore the city’s rich
heritage and natural beauty.
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