
How  to  Attach  Trellis  to
Fence
Enhancing  your  Edinburgh  garden  with  a  trellis  can
dramatically boost the aesthetic appeal of your outdoor space
and support local climbing plants. A trellis is not just a
charming addition to your fence; it also aids the growth of
native climbers like honeysuckle and clematis, allowing them
to flourish and create a captivating vertical garden. In this
blog post, we’ll guide you through the steps of attaching a
trellis to your fence, highlighting the best tools, materials,
and techniques. 
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Tools and Materials 
Before you begin, gather the following tools and materials:
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Measuring tape
Pencil or marker
Drill with appropriate drill bits
Screwdriver
Saw (if you need to cut the trellis to size)
Spirit level
Trellis (choose a material suitable for outdoor use,
such as wood, plastic, or metal)
Screws, nails, or cable ties (depending on the trellis
material and fence type)
Protective gloves and eyewear

When selecting your trellis, consider the material, size, and
style that best suit your fence and garden design. Wooden
trellises offer a classic and natural look, while plastic and
metal options provide durability and low maintenance. Ensure
that the trellis is sturdy enough to support the weight of
your chosen climbing plants.

Preparing the Fence and Trellis 
Before  attaching  the  garden  trellis  to  your  fence,  it’s
essential to prepare both surfaces. Start by cleaning the
fence, removing any dirt, debris, or loose paint. This will
ensure a secure and stable attachment.

Next, measure the area where you plan to install the trellis
and mark the dimensions on the fence with a pencil or marker.
If necessary, cut the trellis to size using a saw, ensuring
that the edges are smooth and even.

If you’re using a wooden trellis, consider treating it with a
wood preservative or paint to protect it from the elements and
extend  its  lifespan.  Allow  the  trellis  to  dry  completely
before proceeding with the installation.
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Attaching the Trellis to the Fence 
With your fence and trellis prepared, it’s time to attach the
trellis securely. Position the trellis on the fence, ensuring
that it is straight and level. Use a spirit level to check the
alignment and make any necessary adjustments.

Depending on the trellis material and fence type, you can use
screws, nails, or cable ties to secure the trellis to the
fence. For wooden trellises and fences, screws are the most
reliable option. Drill pilot holes through the trellis and
into the fence at regular intervals, ensuring that the holes
are  slightly  smaller  than  the  screw  diameter.  This  will
prevent the wood from splitting. Drive the screws through the
pilot holes, securing the trellis firmly to the fence.

If you’re using a plastic or metal trellis, or if your fence
is made of a material that cannot accommodate screws, you can
use cable ties or specialised trellis clips to attach the
trellis. Loop the cable ties through the trellis and around
the fence posts or panels, pulling them tight to ensure a
secure hold.

As you attach the trellis, regularly check that it remains
level and straight. Make adjustments as necessary to maintain
a neat and even appearance.

Training Plants on the Trellis 
Once your trellis is securely attached to the fence, it’s time
to introduce your climbing plants. Select plants that are
suitable for the trellis size, material, and the amount of
sunlight  the  area  receives.  Some  popular  options  include
clematis, jasmine, and climbing roses.

To train your plants to grow on the trellis, gently guide the
stems and tendrils towards the trellis structure. Use garden
twine or soft plant ties to loosely secure the stems to the



trellis, allowing room for growth. As the plants mature, they
will naturally attach themselves to the trellis, creating a
beautiful and thriving vertical garden.

Maintenance and Care 
To  ensure  your  trellis  and  climbing  plants  remain  in  top
condition,  regular  maintenance  is  essential.  Periodically
check the trellis for any signs of damage, such as loose
screws or ties, and make repairs as needed. Prune your plants
as required to maintain their shape, remove dead or diseased
foliage, and encourage healthy growth.

Regularly clean the trellis and fence to prevent the buildup
of dirt, debris, and potential plant pests. A soft-bristled
brush and mild soapy water should suffice for most cleaning
needs. Be gentle when cleaning around your plants to avoid
damaging them. Rinse the trellis and fence thoroughly with
clean water after washing to remove any soap residue.

Conclusion 
Attaching a trellis to your fence is a simple and effective
way to create a beautiful and functional vertical garden. By
following these steps and maintaining your trellis and plants
regularly,  you’ll  be  able  to  enjoy  a  stunning  display  of
climbing plants that enhance your garden’s beauty for years to
come.


