Cultivating Spring: Garden
Care for March, April, and
May

Are you wondering how to make your garden look its best this
spring? Spring gardens need lots of care after the cold winter
months. This blog post will guide you through essential tasks
for March, April, and May to get your garden flourishing.

e

Photo by MIO ITO on Unsplash

Essential Spring Garden Care for
March

March is a busy month in the garden. It’'s time to clean up
flower beds, cut back bushes and trees, start planting seeds
for plants that need more time to grow, get the greenhouse
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ready, or even buy one if you don’t have it yet.

Tidying Up Flower Beds and Borders

Spring brings new life to your garden, and tidying up flower
beds and borders is a great start. It’s time to get your hands
dirty and prepare for the growing season ahead. Here’s how:

1. Remove dead leaves — Clear away all the fallen foliage
that has gathered over winter.

2. Cut back old growth — Using secateurs, trim down grasses
and perennials that died back.

3. Hunt for pests — Look closely for any signs of slugs,
snails, or aphid groups hiding under debris.

4. Check structures — Make sure greenhouse panes or vents
haven’t been damaged by winter storms.

5. Fix wooden fences — Repair any part of your fence, gate,
or trellis that weather might have worn out.

This clean-up not only makes your garden look neat but also
helps prevent diseases and pests from taking hold. With
everything in order, you’'re ready to move on to the next step:
pruning shrubs and trees.

Pruning Shrubs and Trees

After tidying up your flower beds and borders, it’'s time to
give your shrubs and trees some attention. Pruning is a
crucial task in March, April, and May that keeps plants
healthy and looking their best. Here’s how you can master this
garden chore:

1. Identify the plants that need pruning. Look for branches
that are dead, damaged, or diseased. These are the first
ones you should cut.

2. Choose the right tools for the job. Use secateurs for
small branches, loppers for medium ones, and a saw for



thick branches.

3. Aim to prune on a dry day. Wet weather can spread
diseases to fresh cuts on your plants.

4. Start by removing any branches that cross over others or
grow inward towards the centre of the plant. This helps
improve air flow.

5. Make cuts just above a bud facing outward from the
plant’s centre. This directs new growth outward.

6. IT you're pruning flowering bushes, know their blooming
cycle. For spring bloomers, wait until after they flower
since they bloom on old wood.

7. After cutting back deciduous hedges and trees while they
are dormant in winter, watch out for wind damage signs.

8. Keep tools clean and sharp to make clean cuts that heal
quickly.

9. Don’'t over-prune — never remove more than one-third of a
tree or shrub in a single year unless removing dead
wood.

10. Finally, apply mulch around the base of pruned plants to
protect roots and keep moisture in the soil.

Pruning doesn’t only keep your garden tidy; it encourages
healthy growth and flowering which makes your garden thrive
throughout the seasons!

Sowing Seeds for Longer Season Plants

Once you’'ve finished pruning shrubs and trees, it’s time to
focus on the next step. Sowing seeds for plants that need a
longer growing season 1is crucial in early spring. This ensures
they have enough time to mature and flower or produce fruit.
Here's how to do it successfully:

1. Choose the Right Seeds: Start with selecting varieties
that thrive in your climate. Look into vegetables like
broccoli, tomatoes, and peppers, or flowers that take
longer to bloom.
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. Use Quality Soil: Fill trays or small pots with a high-

grade potting mix. This helps seeds germinate and grow
strong roots.

. Plant at the Correct Depth: Check the seed packet for

planting depth. A general rule is to plant seeds twice
as deep as their width.

. Keep Soil Moist: Water gently so you don’t wash away the

seeds. Keeping the soil moist is key for germination.

. Provide Warmth: Most seeds need warmth to sprout. Place

trays in a warm spot or use a heat mat designed for
plant starting.

. Label Everything: With everything looking similar at the

start, labels save you from forgetting what you planted
where.

. Thin Seedlings Out: Once seedlings emerge, give them

space by removing weaker ones. This tough decision
ensures stronger growth for the remaining plants.

. Transplant Carefully: Move seedlings to larger

containers once they develop their first true leaves,
not just the initial sprouts.

. Acclimatise Plants: Before planting outside, gradually

introduce seedlings to outdoor conditions over a week or
two.

Select the Perfect Spot: Finally, transplant them into
your garden where they’ll get suitable sunlight and have
room to grow.

By following these steps, your garden will flourish with
beautiful blooms and tasty veggies later in the year.

Preparing the Greenhouse

After sowing seeds that need a long time to grow, getting the
greenhouse ready is next. This step makes sure plants have the
best start.

1.

Check for damages. Winter can be hard on greenhouses.



Look for any glass panes that might have cracked or
frames that need fixing. A snug, sealed environment
keeps cold winds and pests out.

2. Clean it up. Wipe down every surface, inside and out,
with soapy water. Clearing away grime lets in more
sunlight, helping your plants grow strong.

3. Sterilise pots and tools. Use a mild bleach solution to
clean pots, trays, and gardening instruments. This kills
lingering diseases and pests.

4. Organise your space. Make sure there’s enough room for
all the plants you want to grow. Place taller shelves at
the back so each plant gets its share of light.

5. Ventilate when necessary. Even in cooler months, airing
out your greenhouse prevents mould and mildew growth.

6. Setting up heating systems if needed — Some 1longer
season crops require warmth to germinate properly in
early spring.

7. Gather and mix potting compost — Prepare a high-quality
mix suited for seed starting by combining loam, peat,
perlite or sand if additional drainage is needed.

8. Install water butts — Collect rainwater as it's better
for watering than tap water due to its lack of chemicals
such as chlorine.

9. Plan where each plant will go according to their light
needs — Tender herbs on one side; robust vegetables like
brassicas elsewhere.

10. Sharpening your tools during the quieter winter months
means they’'re ready now for heavy use — important for
pruning and managing plants within the greenhouse
swiftly without harming thenm.

From keeping things clean to planning proper layout—these
steps form a solid foundation for springtime planting success
within your protected space.



Buying a Greenhouse

Buying a greenhouse means you're ready to take your gardening
to the next level. It’s good for growing plants that need a
bit more warmth. First, think about size. You need one that
fits in your space but also has room for all your plants. Find
a suitable greenhouse at a DIY store, one of the many online
greenhouse shops like Halls Greenhouses, or visit a showroom
at, for example, Juliana Greenhouses.

Material matters too; glass lets in lots of light, while
polycarbonate is tough and keeps heat inside longer.

Think about where you’ll put it as well — somewhere sunny 1is
best. A greenhouse needs proper ventilation to stop plants
from getting too hot, so check it has vents or windows that
open.

Lastly, consider if you want any extras like shelves or
irrigation systems to make gardening easier. Now you’'re ready,
April’s tasks are waiting.

Vital Garden Care for April

April brings a buzz of activity to the garden. It’'s time to
introduce new life by planting perennials and cold-hardy
annuals. Fill your garden with colour, attract bees, and set
up a welcoming space for feathered friends by cleaning bird
feeders.

This month is also perfect for laying down fresh mulch to keep
your plants healthy and hydrated. Ready for growth? April's
tasks lay the groundwork for a vibrant season ahead.

Planting New Perennials and Cold-Hardy
Annuals

April brings new life to your garden. It's the perfect time to
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introduce new perennials and sturdy annual flowers. Here’s how
to do it right:

Choose the right plants:

» Go for native plants that adapt well to your area.
» Pick cold — hardy annuals like pansies that can handle a
surprise frost.

Find the best spot:

» Place perennials in a location where they can grow for
years.

= Annuals do great in containers or as part of your
border.

Prepare the soil:

= Add compost to enrich the earth.
= Make sure the ground drains well so roots don’t get
waterlogged.

Plant correctly:

= Dig a hole twice as big as the root ball.
» Gently place the plant in and fill back with soil.

Water wisely:

= Give them a good soak after planting.
 Use grey water or collect rainwater to save resources.

Mulch around them:

= Mulch helps keep moisture in and weeds out.



= Put a 2-inch layer around, but not touching, the stems.
Feed carefully:

= Add slow-release fertiliser to encourage growth.
= Avoid overfeeding; follow package directions.

Support, if needed:

 Stake taller perennials so they don’t fall over.
= Tie them gently to stakes with soft ties.

By tackling these steps, you set up your garden for months of
colour and interest. These simple actions help ensure your new
plants thrive, supporting local wildlife while adding beauty
to your space.

Cleaning and Refilling Bird Feeders

Keeping bird feeders clean and full helps our feathered
friends stay healthy. It’s a simple task that supports
wildlife in your garden. Here’s how to do it properly:

1. First, take down the feeder from its spot. Make sure to
wear gloves for protection.

2. Empty any old seeds or food left inside. Throw this away
to avoid attracting pests.

3. Use a mild detergent and water mix for washing. A brush
can help scrub off dirt and gunk.

4. Rinse the feeder well to remove soap residue. Birds are
sensitive to chemicals.

5. Dry the feeder completely before refilling it. Water can
spoil fresh seeds.

6. Inspect the feeder for damage at this point. Fix any
cracks or broken parts, or replace if needed.

7. Fill the feeder with fresh seed or food specific to the



birds in your area.

. Hang the feeder back up, preferably in a place safe from

predators but where you can enjoy watching the birds
come and go.

Regular care keeps feeders safe for birds and makes your
garden a haven for them all spring long!

Applying Fresh Mulch Around Plants

After ensuring that your feathered friends are well-fed with
newly filled bird feeders, it’s time to focus on the plants
themselves. Applying fresh mulch around them is a crucial step
in spring garden care.
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. Choose the right type of mulch. Bark, wood chips, and

organic compost work well.

. Lay a mulch layer 2 — 4 inches thick to suppress weeds

and retain moisture.

. Leave space between the mulch and plant stems. This

prevents rot and disease.

. Replenish your mulch every year to keep its benefits

going strong.

. Use organic mulch materials to add extra nutrients to

the soil.

. Check for pests before spreading mulch to avoid hiding

places for slugs and snails.

. Water plants before applying mulch to ensure the soil is

moist.

. Spread mulch under shrubs, trees, and throughout flower

beds for uniform benefits.

. Consider a compost bin in your garden to create your own

nutrient — rich mulch next season.
Keep an eye on how the mulch affects moisture
levels—adjust watering as needed.



This approach not only enhances the health of your plants but
also beautifies your garden landscape by creating a neat,
coherent look across all planted areas.

Crucial Garden Care for May

May brings the promise of warmer days, making it a key time
for gardeners to focus on their blooms and veggies.
Deadheading fading flowers helps make room for new growth,
while planting summer-flowering bulbs can fill your garden
with colour later in the season.

Deadheading Flowering Bulbs

Deadheading flowering bulbs after they bloom helps your
garden. It keeps plants healthy and prepares them for next
season. Here’'s how to do it right:

1. Wait for the right time. Start after flowers fade but
before seeds develop.

2. Use the right tools. Grab some garden shears or
scissors.

3. Cut back spent flowers. Find the base of the faded
flower, then snip it off.

4. Be gentle with leaves. Leave green shoots and leaves
untouched; they feed the bulb.

5. Compost the clippings. Put old flowers in a compost bin,
not in the trash.

6. Check for pests while you’re there. Look for any bugs
that might harm your plants.

Deadheading makes bulbs use energy wisely, focusing on growing
bigger instead of making seeds. This care keeps your garden
tidy and helps plants come back strong next year.

Remember to water bulbs during dry spells but don’t overdo it;
bulbs don’t like soggy soil.



Lastly, add a little organic matter around bulbs once you're
done deadheading—this gives them an extra boost of nutrients
for future blooming seasons.

Beginning Warm-Season Vegetables

Starting warm-season greens in your garden kicks off an
exciting phase of growth. It’'s about getting those peppers and
other veggies into the soil at the perfect time. Here’s how to
do it right:

1. Choose the right time — Wait until after the last frost
has passed to avoid cold damage to your seedlings. This
usually means late spring, but check local forecasts to
be sure.

2. Prepare your soil — Work some compost or manure into
your vegetable beds to enrich the ground with nutrients.
Well-prepared earth makes all the difference.

3. Select your veggies — Go for a mix of peppers, tomatoes,
and aubergines that suit your taste and cooking habits.
Don’t forget, planting a variety adds colour and life to
your patch.

4. Sow seeds indoors first — For a head start, plant seeds
in small pots inside about six weeks before you plan to
move them outdoors. This gives them a snug place to
sprout without worry of frost.

5. Transplant carefully — When it’'s safe outside, gently
move your young plants from their indoor pots to the
garden bed. Be mindful not to harm their roots during
this process.

6. Water wisely — Keep the soil moist but not soaked
through—overwatering can drown delicate roots, while too
little leaves them thirsty and hinders growth.

7. Protect from pests — Ward off slugs and birds by
surrounding your area with netting or natural barriers
like crushed eggshells.

8. Support taller plants — Use stakes or cages for support



10.

as climbers like tomatoes and beans begin to grow tall.
This prevents breakage and encourages upright growth.

. Check for progress regularly — Keep an eye on your

vegetables as they develop, looking out for signs of
disease or nutrient deficiencies so you can act fast.
Start harvesting at peak ripeness — Watch for cues like
full size and rich colour to know when it’s time to pick
your produce fresh off the vine.

Following these steps will help ensure a lush, productive
veggie garden through summer’s end, ready for delicious home-
cooked meals straight from plot to plate!

Planting Summer-Blooming Bulbs

Planting summer-blooming flowers gives your garden a splash of

color.

You should order these bulbs and seeds in the winter to

get a head start.

. Choose the right spot—Summer bloomers love the sun. Pick

a place where they’ll get at least six hours of sunlight
each day.

. Test your soil-Use a soil kit to check if your garden

has what these plants need. They thrive in well-drained,
fertile earth.

. Dig the right depth—-A general rule is planting bulbs

three times their height deep in the soil. This helps
them anchor and sprout properly.

. Space them out-Leave enough room between each bulb.

Check the packet for specific spacing guidelines. This
prevents overcrowding and ensures healthy growth.

. Mix in compost-Before placing bulbs, mix some organic

matter into the hole. It enriches the soil, giving your
flowers a great start.

. Water well after planting-Give them a good soak once

they’'re in their spots. Keep the soil moist, but not
waterlogged, as they start to grow.



7. Mulch for moisture retention-Covering the area with
mulch helps keep moisture in and regulates soil
temperature.



