
10 Cheapest cities in UK for
international students
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The  cheapest  city  in  UK  for  international  students  is
Sheffield and you can expect on average to spend around £450-
£600 per month.

However, don’t make a decision just yet, check out the other
affordable UK cities.

The United Kingdom stands as a beacon of academic excellence,
drawing students from every corner of the globe with its blend
of historic institutions and cutting-edge research facilities.
However, the allure of British education is often tempered by
concerns about cost. For international students, finding a
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city that combines academic prowess with affordability is key
to  unlocking  their  educational  aspirations.  This  article
delves  into  the  10  most  affordable  cities  in  the  UK  for
international students, with a special focus on Liverpool, a
city that exemplifies how affordability and quality education
can go hand in hand.

Liverpool:  A  Harmonious  Blend  of
Culture and Affordability
Liverpool,  an  affordable  UK  city,  pulsates  with  cultural
richness and academic vigor, stands out for its cost-effective
living and diverse educational institutions. The University of
Liverpool and Liverpool John Moores University are notable for
their wide range of programs and strong international student
communities. There is plenty of cheap student accommodation in
Liverpool and on average rent for a one-bedroom apartment in
the city centre hovers around £700, significantly lower than
London’s average of over £1,500. Public transportation offers
student discounts, with a monthly pass costing around £55,
making city navigation both easy and affordable. Liverpool’s
array  of  free  museums,  galleries,  and  the  UNESCO-listed
waterfront ensures a culturally enriching experience without
the hefty price tag.

Newcastle:  The  Student-Friendly
Northern Gem
Newcastle is celebrated for its friendly locals and top-tier
universities,  such  as  Newcastle  University,  known  for  its
research impact and academic excellence. Students can find
accommodation options starting from £500 per month, providing
an  affordable  living  scenario  that  doesn’t  compromise  on
quality or location. The city’s compact nature means most
amenities and university campuses are just a short walk away,
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eliminating the need for costly daily commutes. Newcastle’s
vibrant  nightlife  and  the  iconic  Quayside  provide  ample
leisure opportunities for students looking to unwind without
breaking the bank.

Sheffield:  The  Green  City  with  a
Heart of Steel
Sheffield, the most affordable city and the cheapest places to
live, with its abundant green spaces and a strong sense of
community, offers an appealing blend of urban life and nature
at low overall cost of living. The city’s universities, such
as the University of Sheffield, boast a strong international
community  and  a  broad  spectrum  of  courses.  Housing  in
Sheffield  is  reasonably  priced,  with  students  spending  on
average £450-£600 per month on rent. The city’s investment in
green initiatives and public parks means students can enjoy
outdoor  activities  and  events  at  little  to  no  cost,
contributing  to  both  their  physical  well-being  and  social
life.

Cardiff: A Compact Capital with a
Big Heart
Cardiff,  has  an  array  of  affordable  universities,  and  it
overall allure lies in its blend of modern amenities and rich
Welsh  culture,  all  packed  within  a  walkable  city  center.
Cardiff University is a beacon for international students,
offering a range of scholarships and support services. The
average rent for a one-bedroom apartment in Cardiff’s city
center is around £650-£800, making it an affordable option for
students. With numerous parks, historic sites, and the Cardiff
Bay area, students have endless free or low-cost entertainment
options.



Glasgow:  Scotland’s  Cultural
Powerhouse
Glasgow, known for its dynamic cultural scene and historic
institutions like the University of Glasgow, provides a cost-
effective  living  environment  with  a  strong  academic
foundation. Students can find accommodation for as low as £500
per month, with additional savings through student discounts
at local eateries and entertainment venues. Glasgow’s rich
array of museums, art galleries, and music events, many of
which  are  free,  allow  students  to  immerse  themselves  in
Scotland’s vibrant culture without the financial strain.

Birmingham: The Diverse Metropolis
Birmingham  offers  a  multicultural  urban  experience  with  a
plethora of academic institutions, including the University of
Birmingham, known for its diverse student body and wide range
of courses. The cost of living is moderate, with average rents
for a one-bedroom apartment in the city center around £750.
Birmingham’s extensive public transportation system, including
trams and buses, offers student discounts, making it easy to
explore the city’s rich culinary scene, shopping districts,
and cultural events.

Leeds: The Thriving Student City
Leeds is a city that buzzes with student energy, bolstered by
its reputable universities like the University of Leeds. The
city caters to students with affordable housing options, with
rents ranging from £500 to £700 for a one-bedroom apartment in
or near the city center. Leeds is known for its lively music
scene, extensive shopping areas, and numerous parks and green
spaces, providing a balanced lifestyle that doesn’t heavily
impact students’ budgets.



Nottingham: The City of Legends
Nottingham, steeped in the legend of Robin Hood, offers a
vibrant  student  life  with  affordable  living  costs.  The
University of Nottingham and Nottingham Trent University draw
international students with their diverse course offerings and
supportive community. Average monthly rents for a one-bedroom
apartment range from £550 to £700. Nottingham’s compact city
center is home to historic sites, bustling markets, and an
array of student-friendly cafes and bars, ensuring a rich
social life that aligns with students’ budgets.

Belfast: The Northern Irish Charm
Belfast combines the warmth of Irish hospitality with a cost-
effective living environment, making it an appealing choice
for international students. Queen’s University Belfast, among
others, offers quality education and a range of affordable
academic programs. Housing costs are among the lowest in the
UK, with average rents for a one-bedroom apartment in the city
center around £600. Belfast’s vibrant cultural scene, historic
landmarks,  and  scenic  beauty  offer  students  a  unique  and
enriching experience outside the classroom.

Coventry: The Rising Star
Coventry,  with  its  blend  of  medieval  history  and  modern
regeneration, is becoming increasingly popular among students.
Coventry  University  and  the  University  of  Warwick  provide
high-quality education with a focus on student satisfaction.
The average rent for a one-bedroom apartment in Coventry’s
city center is approximately £650, making it an affordable
option for students. The city’s ongoing redevelopment efforts
have enhanced its appeal, offering a mix of historical sites,
contemporary arts venues, and green spaces for students to
explore.



Conclusion
The UK’s diverse cities offer a range of affordable living
options for international students, without compromising on
the quality of education or life. From Liverpool’s cultural
vibrancy  to  Coventry’s  emerging  academic  scene,  each  city
presents a unique set of advantages tailored to student needs.
By  considering  factors  such  as  rent,  transportation,  and
leisure activities, students can find a city that not only
fits their academic ambitions but also their budget, ensuring
a fulfilling and enriching study abroad experience.


