
Cute First Date Ideas: What
to Do in Edinburgh with Your
Chosen One
The first date is an exciting adventure of new connections and
shared  moments.  In  Edinburgh,  the  possibilities  for  a
memorable first date are as diverse as the city itself. If you
are armed with the right first date ideas, there’s no doubt
you’ll want to continue. 

Whether you’re both locals looking to rediscover the city’s
romantic corners or newcomers eager to explore its hidden
gems, we’ll explore a collection of first-date ideas that
Edinburgh has to offer. From breathtaking views to cultural
explorations, Edinburgh is going to strengthen a connection
with your special someone.

What’s  a  Good  Idea  for  a  First
Date?
So you met a person who turned your head. Now you are faced
with  a  difficult  task,  where  to  go  and  what  to  do  in
Edinburgh? Check out some cute romantic date ideas that will
help you not just enjoy your time but also make it one of the
best in your life. 

Admire the ancient Edinburgh Castle
It is one of the most typical, but still fascinating places
for a dating experience. If you don’t want to stay in a more
secluded place, then this is definitely a good choice, because
there are always plenty of tourists. In addition, the castle
is surrounded by numerous museums that you would like to go
to, but still haven’t had time. If museums are boring for you,
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then  on  the  way  to  Castlehill,  you  can  look  into  Camera
Obscura and World of Illusions. Another option is to go to
Princes Street Gardens and sit by Ross Fountain which also has
an incredible view of the castle. There are a couple of cafes
on the territory where you can treat a lady to a drink and a
snack while chatting on light and relaxed topics.

Warm up on the way to Arthur’s Seat
Seek more cute inexpensive date ideas in this area?  If you
both enjoy the outdoors, consider hiking up Arthur’s Seat for
panoramic views of Edinburgh and the Firth of Forth estuary.
The area is not small so choose a trail that suits your
fitness levels and enjoy a scenic hike together. Don’t forget
to pack a picnic basket to take a break on the grassy slopes
of Arthur’s Seat. If the timing works, consider finishing a
date  around  sunset.  The  changing  colors  of  the  sky  over
Edinburgh  are  so  romantic  and  picturesque  for  your  first
date. 

Enjoy  the  beauty  of  the  Royal  Botanic
Garden
It’s a beautiful and quiet place to get to know each other.
There are various gardens where you can explore the diverse
plant collections together. Visit the glasshouses within the
garden, such as the Victorian Palm House or the Tropical Palm
House. As soon as one of you gets tired go to enjoy a cup of
tea at the Terrace Café. Moreover, if you plan the date in
advance  you  can  check  the  upcoming  art  exhibitions  and
installations  which  the  Royal  Botanic  Garden  occasionally
hosts. Your date can be even more interesting if some seasonal
events, workshops, or festivals are happening out there. 

Visit places of food and drink
Edinburgh has a variety of romantic restaurants that offer a



perfect setting for a cozy and intimate dining experience. Set
in a charming cottage, The Gardener’s Cottage offers a farm-
to-table dining experience. The seasonal and locally sourced
menu, along with the rustic yet elegant setting won’t leave
you indifferent. If you both enjoy seafood, Ondine is a top
choice. The restaurant features a stylish and modern setting,
serving fresh and high-quality seafood dishes in the heart of
the old part of the city. If there’s an intention to impress
on a first date, then you should definitely go to a Michelin-
starred  restaurant  –  the  Kitchin.  It  offers  a  delightful
culinary experience with a focus on Scottish ingredients. 

Feel the aesthetics of playing golf
Playing golf on a first date may be an unconventional choice,
but it’s definitely not the typical and boring one. There are
more than 6 golf courses in Edinburgh to choose from. For
example,  Carrick  Knowe  is  a  short  9-hole  public  course,
suitable  for  a  more  relaxed  and  casual  game  since  it’s
generally  beginner-friendly.  Braid  Hills  is  an  excellent
choice for its panoramic views of the city and challenging
terrain. It combines 18-hole and 9-hole courses, providing
options based on your preferences. 

Go to the picturesque seaside
There are charming seaside areas nearby that can be one of the
delightful and cute free date ideas. Portobello Beach is the
closest seaside area to central Edinburgh. There’s a long
sandy beach, a historic promenade,  various cafes and ice
cream shops. Cramond is a coastal village situated to the
northwest of central Edinburgh. Cramond Beach has a peaceful
atmosphere where you can walk to the historic Cramond Island
by a causeway during low tide. 



Summing-Up:  What  is  the  Best
Romantic First Date?
The best romantic first date depends on individual preferences
and interests. However, all of the described universally cute
couple date ideas can help you create a romantic atmosphere.
However, think carefully about what your dream first date
should be like. Of course, the place and atmosphere are an
important factor for a first date, but also don’t ignore your
date’s interests and comfort level, and most importantly, be
yourself and enjoy the moment. 


