
Masterminds of the beautiful
game:  Ranking  the  top  five
managers of the modern era 
The  modern  era  of  football  has  been  defined  by  tactical
innovation,  strategic  brilliance,  and  unprecedented  success
from the touchline. 

And this is all comes down to the managers. 

Here, we delve into the realms of recent history to rank the
top five football managers who have left an indelible mark on
the beautiful game in the contemporary era. 
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1. Pep Guardiola 

Pep Guardiola’s impact on football cannot be overstated. 
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The Catalan tactician has redefined the modern game with his
possession-based, attacking philosophy. 

His managerial journey began at his boyhood club Barcelona,
where  he  led  the  team  to  unparalleled  success,  winning
numerous domestic and international trophies, including two
UEFA Champions League titles. 

Guardiola continued his managerial magic at Bayern Munich and
Manchester City, achieving domestic dominance and evolving the
tactical landscape of football. 

Man City are seeking a record-breaking fourth-straight Premier
League success under the 52-year-old this season, and they are
the heavy favourites to win the title on the betting apps.  

2. Jose Mourinho 

Known  as  “The  Special  One,”  Jose  Mourinho  has  left  an
indelible mark on European football from his time in Portugal,
England, Spain and Italy. 

Mourinho’s managerial journey has seen him achieve success at
several top clubs, including Porto, Chelsea, Inter Milan, and
Real Madrid. 

His tactical pragmatism and knack for winning titles have made
him one of the most decorated managers of his generation. 

Although his recent tenures have been met with varied success,
Mourinho’s influence on modern football is undeniable. 

3. Zinedine Zidane 

Zinedine Zidane’s transition from legendary player to elite
manager has been nothing short of remarkable. 

In his two spells as Real Madrid manager, Zidane guided the
team to an unprecedented three consecutive Champions League
titles (2016-2018) and two La Ligas. 
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His  calm  demeanour,  man-management  skills,  and  tactical
astuteness have solidified his place among the top football
managers of the modern era. 

4. Carlo Ancelotti 

Carlo Ancelotti’s managerial pedigree is highlighted by his
adaptability  and  success  across  various  top  European
leagues.   

The  Italian  tactician  has  guided  clubs  such  as  AC  Milan,
Chelsea, Paris Saint-Germain, Real Madrid, and Bayern Munich
to domestic and international triumphs. 

Known for his ability to build well-balanced squads, Ancelotti
has consistently delivered success throughout his managerial
career.  

He is also the most decorated manager in Champions League
history, with four successes (two with Real Madrid and two
with AC Milan).  

5. Jurgen Klopp 

The infectious passion and gegenpressing style of Jurgen Klopp
have made him a fan-favourite and one of the most successful
managers in recent times. 

Klopp transformed Borussia Dortmund into Bundesliga champions
and led Liverpool to their first Premier League title in 30
years, capping it off with a Champions League triumph. 

His ability to create a cohesive team with high-intensity
football has reinvigorated the clubs he has managed and earned
him a reputation as a charismatic and effective leader. 

— 

Ranking football managers in the modern era is a nuanced task,
with each tactician bringing a unique approach to the game. 



From  Guardiola’s  tactical  revolution  to  Klopp’s  energetic
gegenpressing,  Zidane’s  calm  brilliance,  Mourinho’s
pragmatism, and Ancelotti’s adaptability, these managers have
shaped the contemporary football landscape. 

Their collective impact transcends domestic leagues and has
left an enduring legacy on the global stage, marking them as
modern maestros who have elevated the beautiful game to new
heights. 


