Five things you need to know
today

Important painting acquired for the
Portrait Gallery

Ken Currie’s Unknown Man, a portrait of the preeminent
forensic anthropologist, Professor Dame Sue Black, has been
acquired by the National Galleries of Scotland. The portrait
has been on long loan to the gallery since 2021 but has now
been secured for the nation permanently.

The acquisition of this work will ensure the continued
enjoyment of it, and it is currently available to view for
free at the Portrait Gallery. Unknown Man depicts one of the
most distinguished, internationally famous contemporary Scots,
Professor Black. Currie’s large-scale painting shows her 1in
surgical robes standing behind the covered remains of a body.
The idea for the portrait grew when Currie and Professor Black
met during a BBC Radio 4 discussion on the relationship
between art and anatomy. Currie later visited the Centre for
Anatomy and Human Identification at the University of Dundee,
where Professor Black was Director. The artist was so moved by
the work he encountered there that he asked her to sit for a
portrait.


https://theedinburghreporter.co.uk/2023/12/five-things-you-need-to-know-today-1615/
https://theedinburghreporter.co.uk/2023/12/five-things-you-need-to-know-today-1615/

Ken Currie, Unknown Man, 2019, oil on canvas © Ken Currie.
Photo: Neil Hanna.

Collection: National Galleries of Scotland. Purchased with
assistance from the Heinz Fund, Art Fund and Vivienne and
Robin Menzies, 2023. Pic caption: Carmen Brannan and Ahmad
Deeni of the National Galleries of Scotland walking past the
Unknown Man.

Workplace Parking Levy in Edinburgh

The council is running a survey on the introduction of a
Workplace Parking Levy (WPL) in Edinburgh. A new law was
introduced from the Transport (Scotland) Act 2019 giving
councils in Scotland the ability to introduce the charge in
their local area or part of their local area if it decides to.
Since its introduction back in 2012, the Workplace Parking
Levy (WPL) has directly raised over £90m for sustainable
transport in Nottingham by placing a levy on workplace parking
spaces at employers with eleven or more spaces.

All the money raised from the WPL must, by law, be invested



into improving local transport. Edinburgh has not made any
decision on the WPL and your feedback from this survey will
inform what the council will do — whether it introduces the
tax and what it will be spent on.

Further details on what the scheme involves can be found on
the Guidance for Local Authorities on a Workplace Parking Levy
published by Transport Scotland on 30 June 2022.

Take part in the survey here.

Building Resistance to SAD: free
event with Gin Lalli

This event will be held at McDonald Road Library on 19
December — As the seasons change and winter approaches, many
individuals may experience Seasonal Affective Disorder (SAD),
a form of depression that occurs at specific times of the
year. To address this common concern, Edinburgh Libraries are
thrilled to announce a transformative and empowering event —
“Building Resistance to SAD with Gin Lalli.”

= Event Details

= 19 December

— 6-7.30pm
— McDonald Rd Library

— Registration: Free (Limited spots available)

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/building-resistance-to-sad-with
-gin-lalli-tickets-773152248187?aff=0ddtdtcreator



https://www.transport.gov.scot/news/empowering-local-authorities-to-tackle-climate-change/
https://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/cg/wpl/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/building-resistance-to-sad-with-gin-lalli-tickets-773152248187?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/building-resistance-to-sad-with-gin-lalli-tickets-773152248187?aff=oddtdtcreator

This unique event aims to provide attendees with practical
tools and strategies to build resilience against Seasonal
Affective Disorder. Psychotherapist and author, Gin Lalli,
will lead the session, offering insights, expert advice, and
open the discussion to managing your mood through winter.
Particularly timely with the shortest day of the year coming
up on 22 December.

Gin will be selling copies of her first book, How to Empty
Your Stress Bucket, and will be taking questions on both
Seasonal Affective Disorder, and Mental Health in general.

Sports news

Bill Lothian has contributed his latest sports article here —
this time on water polo. The variety of sports which The
Edinburgh Reporter now covers is quite considerable. Meantime
Nigel Duncan has put his fishing rod away for now and 1is
covering snooker. Read more here.

If you have a sports story for us then please do email your
news here editor@theedinburghreporter.co.uk



https://theedinburghreporter.co.uk/category/sport/
mailto:editor@theedinburghreporter.co.uk

Subscriptions

Please do subscribe to our monthly newspaper if you can — we
deliver by mail in compostable envelopes, and the subscription
helps us to keep on bringing you the news for free. So far
this year we have produced eleven issues and a new one is out
today.

Sign up here.



https://ko-fi.com/theedinburghreporter/shop
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Capital firm
living the
Barbie dream
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BACHEL HANRETTY started her
business, Mademaiselle Macaron, in
Edinburgh in 2013, Mow same ten
years later her trademark products
beautiful macarons - have a starring
rale in the very pink Greta Gerwig
directed blockbuster movie of this
summer, Barbie.

The pink delicacies were ordered in
five Havours o be delivered to Warner
Rrothers Studio in Leavesdon, and
not just as 2 perk for the cast, but to
appear in a café in Barbie Land.

This was easy far the compary
based in Bonnington which produces
meare than 30,000 macarans each
week. Rachel learned how to craft the
sweet treat in Paris where she first
tasted a vanilla macaron an the
Champs-Elysées. She attended the
Alain Ducasse cookery schoal in the
French capital to perfect making the
macarans which & now the centre af
hier business.

Mademaiselle Macaren products
have been on screen before. They
appeared on Strictly Come Dancing

i 2021 during a dance based ina
rom . bakery when a tall tower of macarons

appeared on the set. And there is at

least ane big name that can be
revealed as a macaron lover. Coartney
. . . Love is 2 repeat customer who orders

their vegan praduct - and oo, we dont
know how they make them - the
recipe is secret. And in exciting news
the business is commissioned to

. . . colour match the new Revion |ipstick

range in just the right shade.
mademuizzliemacaron.co.uk
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Robert Burns has pride of place in Leith
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Edmburgh Trams begins its new service
firom Mewhanven all the way through the
aty conbre and o to Fdinbergh Ampart

Ther 125 yrar-old statue of Rabber
Tuani will becoeme cven aueee al o focel
faint as the iram passes him o 8 goes
e Constitution Sirect. Rabbie wis
given & spruce up dering the tramworks
and returmed o his rightful place in
larmary last year complete with 2 new
tirmm capruls concraded = the pliath.

This moath it will bs time o
cxbebrale the Bard's binthday with fsar
days of Barnsk Beyond events al
Assembly Rocens.
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