
The  History  of  the  Casino
Industry in Edinburgh
Ever wandered through Edinburgh and felt there’s more to its
tales than castles and poets? Scotland is quickly becoming a
gaming gem in the British crown. Over 1.1m Scots have tried
their luck in the past year. With modern platforms like GG Bet
leading the digital charge, it’s a blend of historic allure
and  the  virtual  age.  Ready  to  delve  into  the  history  of
Edinburgh’s clandestine romance with casinos?

The  Beginnings:  From  Social
Gatherings to Gaming Houses
As you might suspect, the casino industry in Edinburgh didn’t
start with grand halls or flashing lights. In the 16th century
Edinburgh saw the origins of gambling within the intimate
settings of cosy living rooms. Aristocrats and the elite class
would often gather in private homes, indulging in various
games. 

Now, when we think of gambling, poker might come to mind. Back
in the day, Primero, often seen as the precursor to modern
poker, was all the rage. The game, a star of the Renaissance
and Tudor periods, continued to be a favourite during King
James I’s reign in Scotland. How’s that for a throwback?

Moving on from cards, dice games also had their moments of
glory. Games like Hazard, which is believed to be an ancestor
to modern craps, offered participants a mix of chance and
calculated risk, keeping those elite circles in Edinburgh on
their toes.

As  the  centuries  progressed,  the  settings  and  nuances  of
gambling morphed. But the essence of gambling as a social
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gathering,  especially  among  Edinburgh’s  elite,  remains  a
captivating chapter in the city’s history.

The  19th  Century:  Public  Gaming
Houses and Legal Frameworks
In  the  19th  century,  Edinburgh  saw  a  change  in  its
entertainment  scene.  Thanks  to  the  Industrial  Revolution,
there was an increase in disposable income and leisure time in
the  city.  This  gave  rise  to  public  gaming  houses  where
residents could dabble in some light-hearted gambling.

As gaming surged in popularity, it was clear some guidelines
were needed. Enter the Gaming Act of 1845. This piece of
legislation ensured gaming houses operated responsibly. While
it did place restrictions on profit-driven gaming venues, it
offered a little wiggle room, allowing games at public events
like racecourses, provided gambling wasn’t the main event.

During these times, Edinburgh began to establish some of its
first official casinos. As for which one was the pioneer? That
detail remains a charming mystery to this day.

The  20th  Century:  A  Rise  in
Popularity and Modern Casinos
The 20th century was quite the game-changer for the casino
scene. Thanks to the Betting and Gaming Act 1960, casinos and
betting shops jazzed up the UK landscape. And Edinburgh? Well,
with its rich tapestry of history, eye-catching architecture,
and festivals like the Edinburgh International Festival and
the Edinburgh Festival Fringe, it naturally had its cards in
the right place to become a hotspot in the emerging casino
arena.

Flash forward to the 70s and 80s – and voila! Establishment
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doors  swung  open  left  and  right,  teasing  with  slots,
blackjack, roulette, and poker. As for the behind-the-scenes,
the UK government was there, keeping a keen eye to ensure fair
play and keeping the sneaky stuff out. The tale doesn’t end
there; over time, the rules got a few new spins with acts like
the Gambling Act of 2005, further dealing the cards for casino
structure and operations. Now, let’s take a closer look at the
most popular casinos in Edinburgh.

Diving  Deeper:  Edinburgh’s  Most
Iconic Casinos
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If you ever roamed the streets of Edinburgh, you couldn’t miss
the Maybury. Being one of the most iconic entertainment hubs
in Edinburgh, it’s not just any casino — it’s a place where



history meets modern buzz, all inside a 1930s air terminal! 

For a taste of a diverse game spread, pop over to Genting
Casino Leith with its wide range of games, from slot machines
to classic table games. And for those who love a city-centre
vibe, Grosvenor Casino awaits. Part of a UK chain, but oh-so-
Edinburgh in spirit. With a vast gaming floor, poker rooms,
and a sports lounge, it’s a modern gamer’s paradise. 

The enduring popularity of these establishments underlines the
city’s deep-rooted love for gambling. While digital platforms
may  represent  the  future,  these  casinos  stand  as  proud
reminders of Edinburgh’s rich gambling heritage.

Contemporary Era: The Move Towards
Digital Platforms
As brick-and-mortar casinos continue to operate and offer a
classic experience, the turn of the 21st century saw a shift
towards digital platforms. The rise of online casinos, much
like  a  leading  gambling  and  betting  platform  GG  Bet,  has
allowed players from around the world, including those in
Edinburgh, to access a plethora of games from the comfort of
their homes.

According to the National Gambling Treatment Service, 70% of
gamblers in Scotland indulge in their pastime online. Of these
online bettors, 42% favour sports, 39% are drawn to vibrant
video slots, and 26% stake their bets on traditional table
games.

Yet, despite the global digital trend, Edinburgh’s casinos
remain  deeply  rooted  in  the  city’s  culture,  acting  as
monuments that echo tales of glamour, risk, and reward from
the past.
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Conclusion: A Tale of Evolution and
Resilience
The casino industry in Edinburgh is a testament to the city’s
adaptability and resilience. From private gatherings among the
elite to bustling modern casinos, Edinburgh has witnessed the
full spectrum of the gambling scene’s evolution. With online
platforms  like  GG  Bet  entering  the  arena,  one  can  only
anticipate the next chapter in this intriguing history


