Cigar Humidors and Cigar
Culture: A Historical
Perspective

Do you want to learn more about the world of cigars and their
history? While many accessories are assumed to be modern
additions, things like humidors have been around for many
years. By delving into the past, we gain a deeper appreciation
of the role these iconic wooden boxes have played 1in
preserving the traditions of cigar smoking. So, let’s get
started and learn more about this world.
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Early Origins of Cigars

Cigars have a storied past that traces back centuries. They
originated with indigenous people, and their popularity soared
with the arrival of Christopher Columbus in the New World.
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Cigars were not merely tobacco; they were craftsmanship and
culture rolled into one.

The Need for Humidification

As cigars spread to different corners of the world, they
encountered diverse climates that presented challenges for
their preservation and aging. It became clear that humidity
control was essential to maintain the quality of cigars, thus
birthing the concept of the humidor. Otherwise, if you didn’t
store cigars correctly, they’d end up losing their flavor,
drying up or even growing mold.

The Birth of the Cigar Humidor

The invention of the cigar humidor was a game-changer. Its
early forms were rudimentary, but they served a critical
purpose. Innovations like the use of Spanish cedar and tight-
sealing lids came about to maintain the ideal humidity levels
for cigars. These early designs laid the foundation for the
cigar storage solutions we know today.

Therefore, know that humidors are all about preserving cigars
in their best form. They create the perfect environment, which
is around 65 to 75 per cent humidity. To view a humidor, head
to Northwoods Humidors. There are various designs that are
constructed for an ideal cigar environment. It’'s one of the
first things you should invest in if you want to have a cigar
collection.

Cigar Culture in Different Eras

Cigar culture is a living history. It’s been interwoven with
the social, political, and cultural fabric of different eras.
From the smoke-filled rooms of the 19th century gentlemen’s
clubs to the cigar-chomping icons of the 20th century, cigars
have been more than a pastime; they’ve been a statement.

Iconic Humidor Creations
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Throughout history, legendary figures have commissioned
exquisite humidors. Winston Churchill’s iconic humidor, a gift
from President Franklin D. Roosevelt, is a symbol of their
camaraderie during World War II. These humidors are not just
containers; they’re works of art and pieces of history.

Sir Winston Churchill had a leather travel humidor, which
became famous. In particular, it was custom-made by Asprey. In
many ways, it became iconic, and it was a symbol of him being
a cigar aficionado. After his death, items like this were
auctioned for a lot of money.

Humidors as Collectible Artifacts

In the contemporary world, antique and vintage humidors have
become sought-after collector’s items. They represent not just
a functional purpose but also a piece of the past. Collectors
appreciate the craftsmanship and artistry that went into these
wooden boxes. They also love the fact that they have been used
and loved over the years. It’s like a tradition to go on and
use them.

The Modern Cigar Humidor

The world of cigar humidors continues to evolve. Modern
humidors come equipped with humidification systems and even
smart technology to ensure that your cigars are stored in
optimal conditions. The commitment to preserving the essence
of cigar smoking remains unshaken. Of course, there are still
traditional humidors that you can control and have a say over
your cigar preservation. But, there are also contemporary
alternatives that will do a lot of the work for you.

For example, there are now electric humidors. These are
fantastic for housing a cigar collection, with humidity
control all done for you. This is done with the use of fans
and a digital hygrometer. They’'re available in several sizes,
allowing you to select the right one for your collection and
needs. What's more, they can have a modern design that



includes a glass front, allowing you to admire your cigars.
Conclusion

Cigar humidors are more than containers; they’re time capsules
that link us to the rich history of cigar culture. Their
journey, from the earliest days of cigar smoking to the modern
age, 1s a testament to the enduring legacy of cigars. So, the
next time you open your humidor, remember that you're
participating in a tradition that spans centuries. Plus,
you're precisely preserving your cigars so that they’re
wonderful the next time you want to smoke one.



