
Getting  Rid  of  Knotweed  in
the  UK:  A  Comprehensive
Guide 
Knotweed,  particularly  the  infamous  Japanese  Knotweed
(Fallopia  japonica),  is  one  of  the  most  invasive  and
problematic plants in the UK. Its rapid growth, strong root
system,  and  resilience  make  it  a  menace  for  homeowners,
landowners, and environmentalists. Eradicating knotweed is not
a  quick  process,  but  with  persistence  and  the  right
techniques, it can be achieved. Here’s a step-by-step guide to
help you tackle this persistent intruder. 
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1. Identification 

Before you proceed with eradication measures, it’s essential
to identify the plant accurately. Japanese Knotweed has: 
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Heart-shaped leaves, around 5-7 inches long. 
Bamboo-like stems with purple specks. 
Small, creamy-white flower tassels between late summer
and early autumn. 

2. Understand the Law 

In the UK, it’s not illegal to have Japanese Knotweed on your
land according to KnotweedUK – who provide Japanese knotweed
removal Edinburgh. However: 

You  must  not  allow  it  to  spread  to  neighbouring
properties. 
Disposing of knotweed inappropriately can lead to legal
repercussions. It should be disposed of as controlled
waste at a licensed facility. 

3. Physical Removal 

For smaller infestations: 

Digging:  Excavate  as  much  of  the  root  system  as
possible. Knotweed rhizomes can grow deep, often 2-3
metres, so ensure you dig extensively. 
Removal:  Once  excavated,  you  should  place  all  plant
material  in  a  rubble  sack  and  dispose  of  it  at  a
licensed facility. 
Root Barriers: These can be installed to prevent further
spread, especially if you’re concerned about knotweed
encroaching from a neighbouring property. 

4. Chemical Treatment 

For larger infestations or where digging isn’t feasible: 

Glyphosate: This is the most commonly used herbicide for
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treating  knotweed  in  the  UK.  Apply  as  per  the
manufacturer’s  instructions.  
Timing: Treatment is usually most effective during late
summer  and  early  autumn  when  the  plant  is  actively
growing and transporting nutrients to its roots. 

Persistence: Multiple treatments (usually over several
years) may be required. 

5. Biological Control 

Recent  years  have  seen  the  introduction  of  a  biological
control agent, the knotweed psyllid (Aphalara itadori). This
insect feeds on the sap of the knotweed, stunting its growth.
While  promising,  it’s  yet  to  be  seen  if  this  will  be  a
widespread solution. 

6. Professional Help 

If  the  infestation  is  extensive  or  you’re  unsure  about
treating it yourself, consider hiring a professional. Many
companies  specialize  in  knotweed  removal  and  offer
guarantees.  

7. Preventing Re-growth 

Monitor: Regularly check the treated area for signs of
new growth. 
Mulch: Applying a thick layer of mulch can suppress new
growth. 
Barriers:  Installing  root  barriers  can  help  prevent
knotweed from returning. 

8. Importance of Persistence 

Eradicating  knotweed  requires  patience.  Even  with  chemical
treatments, it can take several years to completely rid an



area of knotweed. 

Conclusion 

While  Japanese  Knotweed  presents  a  considerable  challenge,
it’s not insurmountable. With diligence, the right techniques,
and possibly some professional assistance, you can reclaim
your land from this invasive plant. Always stay updated with
the  latest  guidelines  and  best  practices  in  the  UK,  as
research and recommendations can evolve over time. 


