
Gambling  Traditions  Around
the World: Cultural Insights
Throughout  history,  human  civilizations  have  shown  an
inexplicable fascination for gambling. This universal appeal
of chance, and the many ways in which people dabble in it,
vary dramatically from one culture to another. Whether it’s
the  primitive  dice  games  that  were  played  in  the  dusty
alleyways of ancient cities or the advanced online platforms
in today’s digital age, the countless traditions associated
with gambling offer an insightful peek into the diversity of
global cultural norms and rituals.
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and Ireland
In the Emerald Isle of Ireland, gambling isn’t just another
pass time; it’s almost a way of life. From real money online
casinos to local racecourses and lotto shops – they have it
all. And just like the majority of Irish punters love to play
at the best real money casinos in Ireland, many of them also
like other gambling types. Unbelievably, close to half of
Ireland’s young adults have tried their luck with the National
Lottery at least once. What might raise eyebrows is the fact
that Irish lottery tickets sell at a higher price than their
counterparts across the globe. While you won’t find grand
public  casinos  gracing  city  squares,  the  Irish  have  an
affinity for exclusive clubs – private venues where games like
blackjack or roulette are the order of the day.

Going back in time, England emerged as a major epicentre for a
wide range of gambling activities. During earlier periods, it
was believed that such games were not just about luck or
entertainment, but they served as a way to communicate with
God.  Journeying  into  the  Middle  Ages,  a  subtle  shift  in
perspective happened. The Britons began to draw lines between
sheer games of chance and strategic wagering.

During the reign of Queen Elizabeth I, the shores of England
had lotteries flourishing, where being fortunate might even
spare you from the consequences of small crimes. Yet, as the
years  passed  and  economic  tides  shifted,  lotteries  lost
popularity in the 19th century. However, like a phoenix, they
were  “reborn”  in  the  latter  half  of  the  20th  century.
Currently,  England,  with  its  urban  growth  and  countryside
charm, has a myriad of betting shops – more than 6,000 at the
last  count.  On  a  greater  scale  in  the  UK,  the  digital
revolution gave a boost to online gambling. While bingo, a
popular game since the Swinging Sixties, is making a comeback
in the virtual world, it’s not alone in its move to the
virtual world. The thrill of online slots and the strategy of
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poker attract the tech-savvy youth, granting them the liberty
to enjoy their favourite games, come rain or shine.

The Diverse Foundations of American
Gambling
As the American land became a melting pot of various cultures,
gambling  found  both  its  passionate  champions  and  harsh
opponents.  The  Puritans,  with  their  conservative  beliefs,
rejected all forms of gambling, considering it sinful. In
contrast, other European settlers enjoyed the thrill of a
wager  and  saw  it  as  a  form  of  entertainment  and  social
interaction.

Think back to colonial times; lotteries were rolled out to
help  states  navigate  their  economic  struggles.  Then,  zoom
forward to the glitzy neon lights of 20th-century Las Vegas,
symbolizing the country’s support of gambling. In particularly
tough financial times, such as during the Great Depression,
several states saw gambling as a possible remedy. 

The  1980s  brought  another  defining  chapter  in  American
gambling. Native American tribes began to push for their right
to offer gambling activities within their territories. Their
efforts were rewarded with the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act.

In present-day America, it’s hard to find a state without any
gambling activity. Home poker games are now almost a tradition
in many American homes. Moreover, sports betting, particularly
on American football, has witnessed a meteoric rise. Just to
give you a hint of its magnitude, billions are bet on the
football season each year, covering college to professional
leagues.
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Gambling Traditions in Asia
China’s association with gambling dates back to ancient times,
associated with economic prosperity and societal values. The
rise of Macao as a gambling powerhouse beat even Las Vegas in
2007.  Traditional  games  like  Baccarat  have  found  global
audiences, while others, such as Sic Bo, remain popular within
the  country.  Chinese  gamblers  are  influenced  heavily  by
superstition, with numbers like 8 being deemed lucky while 4
is avoided. This blending of faith, culture, and gambling
shows the deep roots of the pastime in Chinese society.

Japan’s  gambling  culture  is  primarily  associated  with
Pachinko. These pinball-like parlours are found across the
nation,  contributing  significantly  to  the  economy.
Interestingly, the Japanese don’t gamble for money. Instead,
they  earn  tokens  or  prizes,  which  can  then  be  exchanged
elsewhere  for  cash.  Beyond  Pachinko,  sports  betting,
especially on horse racing and soccer, is prevalent. Japan’s
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historical resistance to traditional casinos might change in
the future, but for now, Pachinko holds the crown in the Land
of the Rising Sun.

Regions  Where  Gambling  Is
Prohibited
Gambling is as attractive as it is risky, creating a long-term
problem known as problem gambling. Navigating an uncertain
environment, several countries struggle with two contrasting
objectives: tapping into the lucrative side of gambling and
ensuring the safety of their people. Many countries have laid
out clear rules to govern this tricky sector. Yet, some —
think of the United Arab Emirates, Cuba, Brunei, Cambodia,
North Korea, and Qatar — have slammed the door shut on it. If
you’re visiting these lands or call them home, it’s crucial to
understand  and  respect  these  regulations.  Any  act  of
disrespect  can  land  you  in  trouble.

Conclusion
Every roll of the dice or spin of the wheel in gambling
reflects the diversity of cultures from where it spins. Its
popularity varies widely across the globe, with some nations
embracing it and others avoiding it due to deep-rooted values
and concerns. For traveling souls and gambling aficionados,
decoding these details is more than just a trivia quest. It
paints a vivid picture of how different societies view the
delicate dance of risk and reward. Furthermore, it guides
interactions, ensuring they remain on the right side of the
law. Within the evolving landscape of global gambling, one
thing connects them all: mankind’s timeless fascination with
the game of chance. Think carefully, play wisely, and when in
Rome, do as the Romans do.

https://www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk/public-and-players/guide/page/monitor-how-often-you-are-gambling
https://theedinburghreporter.co.uk/2020/12/travellers-from-south-africa-must-quarantine-on-arrival/

