
Hungary’s  Rising  Role  in
Shaping  Europe’s  Online
Gambling Landscape 
Hungary is a country that has a long and rich history of
gambling, dating back to the 18th century. However, in recent
years,  the  country  has  also  become  a  key  player  in  the
development and regulation of online gambling in Europe.  

Photo by Keenan Constance on Unsplash
In this article, we will explore how Hungary has evolved its
online gambling landscape. What are the current challenges and
opportunities, and what are the prospects for this thriving
industry? And most importantly, how did Hungary experience
such growth that it now actively contributes to the online
casino sector? If you click here, you will find several online
casinos that rose as a result of Hungary’s influence in this
prominent gambling sector. So, we want you to explore and read
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more about the online casino experience that Hungary brings to
the  table,  providing  enthusiasts  with  a  unique  blend  of
entertainment and opportunities.  

With a rich history and cultural heritage, Hungary has managed
to  seamlessly  merge  its  traditional  values  with  modern
technology,  resulting  in  a  captivating  online  betting
environment.  

The Evolution of Online Gambling in Hungary 

The Gambling Act of 2013 was the first to authorize online
gambling in Hungary. This statute allows regulated providers
to  offer  Hungarian  gamers  internet  casino  games,  sports
betting, and lottery tickets. The statute, however, imposed
stringent regulations and heavy fees on operators, making it
impossible for them to enter and compete in the market.  

As a result, just a few operators got permits, leaving many
more to operate illegally or from offshore locations. 

In 2016, the European Commission intervened and urged Hungary
to amend its online gambling laws, as they were deemed to be
incompatible with the EU’s principles of free movement of
services and fair competition.  

In addition, the Commission initiated infringement procedures
against Hungary for infringing these criteria. In response,
Hungary  amended  its  online  gambling  legislation  in  2017,
decreasing  taxes  and  fees  for  operators  and  increasing
competition in the market. Also, the new legislation imposed
tighter  steps  to  prevent  unlawful  gaming  and  protect
customers.  

Opportunities for Online Gambling in Hungary 

Online gaming in Hungary offers a lot of opportunities for its
users. Some of these opportunities include: 
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Potential for innovation and development in the online
gambling  sector:  Online  gambling  is  a  dynamic  and
evolving  industry  that  can  benefit  from  new
technologies,  trends,  and  ideas.  For  example,  online
gambling can incorporate virtual reality (VR), augmented
reality (AR), artificial intelligence (AI), blockchain,
or social media features to enhance the user experience
and engagement. 
Opportunity for cooperation and integration with other
European  countries:  Online  gambling  is  a  global
phenomenon  that  transcends  national  borders  and
cultures. It can foster collaboration and communication
among  different  stakeholders,  such  as  operators,
regulators, players, researchers, or advocates. Online
gambling can also contribute to the economic growth and
social development of Hungary and Europe. 

With these, there is a growing demand and popularity of online
gambling  among  Hungarian  players.  It  is  possible  because
online  gambling  offers  convenience,  accessibility,
entertainment, and excitement to players who enjoy gambling as
a hobby or a source of income. 

The Future Prospects of Online Gambling in Hungary 

Online  gambling  in  Hungary  is  a  promising  and  prosperous
industry  that  has  a  lot  of  potential  for  growth  and
improvement. However, it also requires careful planning and
management to ensure its sustainability and responsibility.
Some of the possible future scenarios for online gambling in
Hungary are: 

Liberalized  and  competitive  market  that  draws  more
domestic  and  foreign  operators  and  players:  This
scenario  would  broaden  and  improve  the  variety  and
quality of online gaming options in Hungary, while also
increasing revenue and jobs in the country. 



More regulated and controlled market that protects the
interests and rights of both operators and players from
both  legal  and  illegal  sources:  This  scenario  would
increase  the  safety  and  security  of  online  gambling
activities in Hungary, as well as prevent or reduce the
negative impacts of online gambling on society. 
Well balanced and harmonized market that balances the
needs and expectations of both operators and players
from both local and global sources: This would increase
the  cooperation  and  integration  of  online  gambling
stakeholders in Hungary with other European countries. 

Conclusion  

Hungary’s ascent in shaping Europe’s online gambling landscape
is  a  testament  to  its  ability  to  blend  tradition  with
modernity seamlessly. As players across the continent seek
engaging  experiences  within  the  realm  of  online  casinos,
Hungary  stands  out  as  a  nation  that  offers  not  only
entertainment but also a reflection of its rich heritage. With
a dynamic and innovative approach, this nation is leaving an
indelible mark on the evolving tapestry of European online
betting. 


