Five things you need to know
today

SNP Leadership contest

All candidates have now declared and been validated with
support from at least 100 SNP members. They have until one
month today, 27 March, to set out their aims for the
leadership, and have their say on anything asked from gender
recognition reforms to EU membership — and to emerge as
winner.

The final candidate to declare her candidacy was Ash Regan,
MSP for Edinburgh Eastern. Regan who said there had been
“petty differences” and “personal agendas dividing the SNP
movement for too long.

She set out what she would do about independence: “During my
first 100 days as First Minister, the Government will
concentrate on running the country wisely, fairly and
competently.

“In tandem we will make the case for Independence by
reconvening and emboldening the council of economic advisors,
amongst other bodies bringing the best minds in Scotland and
outwith, to help ready Scotland for Independence.

“We must move on from the Growth Commission, as too much has
changed.

“The referendum mechanism has been exhausted, including the
‘so-called’ de facto referendum proposal.

“Under my leadership the SNP policy will be to explicitly
declare on line one of our party manifesto in any election
going forward, that should we (in conjunction or not with
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other parties) achieve a majority of seats and votes cast,
then collectively we will ‘begin independence negotiations’ on
day 1 of the new Parliament.

“This is the ‘Voter Empowerment Mechanism’, and it is designed
to let the people of Scotland decide when they are ready.

“I will hand Independence back to the people, where it
belongs.”

We interviewed her at the launch:

Good news

The best news at the end of last week was that the fundraising
for the £35.6 million King’'s Theatre refurbishment has now
reached a point where work can begin.

The work will preserve the theatre for the next century and
will improve the acoustics, while also making the venue much
more accessible, modern and vibrant. There will be an on-
street café and other attractions to ensure that people can
visit the theatre for some reason every day.

Fiona Gibson CEO of Capital Theatres which runs the King'’s
Theatre said: “We are absolutely thrilled by the generous
additional investment of City of Edinburgh Council and
Scottish Government in the redevelopment of the King's at a
level which makes it possible for us to begin construction
works as planned. We are immensely grateful to the many people
who have supported us on this challenging journey — we could
not have come this far without you. Our major funders
alongside the many trusts and foundations and corporate
sponsors and individual donors will make the transformation of
the King’'s possible and save this beloved theatre for
Tollcross, Edinburgh, Scotland and preserve it for future
generations. Long Live the King’'s!”



Read more here.

.............

The King’s Theatre — architect’s vision

Cockburn is looking for a new Chair

After six years in the job, Professor Cliff Hague, OBE, has
intimated he will retire as Chair of the Cockburn Association
in May this year. The association is now recruiting for his
replacement.

The Cockburn was founded in the 19th century to promote and
encourage care and conservation of the city’'s unique buildings
and landscape. This is one of the oldest conservation bodies
and takes its name from Lord Henry Cockburn who died in 1854
and who was a renowned lawyer, judge, and literary figure. He
was also one of the country’s finest conservationists.

His publication A Letter to the Lord Provost on the Best Ways
of Spoiling the Beauty of Edinburgh (1849) provided the
inspiration to establish a public organisation and it remains
as relevant today as when it was written. Lord Cockburn’s
civic contribution was recognised in 1859 by naming a new
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thoroughfare ‘Cockburn Street’.

More information about the Association, which will be 150
years old in 2025, can be found
at www.cockburnassociation.org.uk

Election Hustings on Tuesday

Murrayfield Community Council is holding a hustings event for
the forthcoming City of Edinburgh Council by-election, which
will take place on 9 March 2023. The SNP and LibDem candidates
did not speak at last week’s hustings so this will hopefully
be an opportunity to meet up with all candidates.

Tuesday, 28 February 2023 at 7.30pm at Murrayfield Parish
Church Main Hall, 2b Ormidale Terrace.

Read more about last week’'s hustings here.

How to subscribe to The Edinburgh
Reporter

Our March paper goes to press on Monday and so today would be
a great day to take out a subscription to make sure you do not
miss the latest edition of the newspaper. We invite you to
support The Edinburgh Reporter by buying a subscription. Our
next issue will be posted out on 28 February to all our
subscribers — and our goal is to recruit 500 new subscribers
this year. Can you help us achieve that?

Among others all branches of Farmer Autocare stock our
newspapers as well as Birthlink on Lower Gilmore Place, and
both Leith and Central Libraries. If you would like to stock
our papers then please get in touch.

If you are able to subscribe, then it would help us to keep
our online coverage free to access, and also ensure the future
of our newspaper for this coming year. And if you do, then
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thank you very much indeed.

Buy a subscription here or click the image below
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