
Speed  climbing  podiums  at
EICA:Ratho lifted by a couple
of ‘firsts’

The  International  Federation  of  Sport
Climbing (IFSC) World Cup event crowd at
Ratho witnessed a bit of climbing history
being made as USA’s Samuel Watson won his
country’s first ever Speed gold medal.

There was also a first ever finals’ family race
for the Polish Kalucka twins for the onlooking
EICA:Ratho spectators to get excited about in an
action-packed  night  of  Speed  racing  in  the
Scottish capital.
Just a few weeks ago 16-year-old Samuel Watson was breaking
national records at the Youth Worlds in his native USA, today
he was picking up the first ever Speed World Cup gold for his
country.
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Throughout the finals series Watson seemed to be wiser than
his years, focusing and keeping his cool while others around
him seemed to be faltering.



Watson came through the first-round with a steady win. He then
went through quarterfinals courtesy of a false start. Then
through semis as his rival fell. But it was no fluke or lucky
streak, and he proved it in the final.

Up against China’s Long Jinbao, who on paper was the favourite
with experience, medals and quicker times on his side, Watson
won  what  seemed  like  a  nervy  final  with  both  climbers
stuttering at stages in a time of 5.97 compared to Jinbao’s
6.93. The Chinese climber had to settle for silver.

“I’m feeling amazing. Feeling great,” said Watson. “I have
been loving the atmosphere here, I couldn’t ask for anything
better here in Edinburgh. It’s a beautiful city with great
vibes. The competition. Beautiful venue. I am just loving
everything.”

IFSC World Cup Lead and Speed Climbing – Men’s Podium, EICA
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Both Erik Noya Cardano of Spain and Gian Luca Zodda of Italy



fell in their respective semifinals matches to set up the
small final. This time it wasn’t a fall but a false start
which was the decider as the Italian went too early handing
the Spaniard a World Cup bronze medal.

The full men’s Speed results can be found here

The women’s Speed final was a family affair as the Polish
Kalucka twins faced off for gold.

Both making their way through the finals’ series, the stage
was set for Aleksandra and Natalia to fight it out for a Speed
gold medal, in what was their first ever World Cup final
showdown.

When it came to the medal race it was actually a slip that
settled the podium positions as Natalia fell early, meaning
her sister Aleksandra climbed solo to gold in a time of 7.47.
It was her first World Cup gold medal.

https://www.ifsc-climbing.org/index.php/world-competition/calendar/?task=resultathletes&event=1288&result=2






“I feel extremely happy,” said Aleksandra. “I’m also really
proud of myself and my sister because it was our first big
final together. I really hope we can do it again, maybe even



Jakarta at the next event.”

It was the first ‘big final’, but the twins have raced against
each other before. So, what is it actually like?

“I try to just focus on myself and my run and not think about
who I am racing against,” said Aleksandra. “I always try for a
personal best. I didn’t get it this time, but I got the gold.”

With gold in Edinburgh, Aleksandra also secured the 2022 Speed
World Cup series win.

For sister and silver medallist Natalia it is one step at a
time in World Cup competitions, first get to the final race
and be in with a shot to win – something that she achieved in
Edinburgh: “This was my World Cup final and I’m very proud. It
is hard racing against your sister, but I am proud and happy
for the both of us.”

IFSC World Cup Lead and Speed Climbing – Women’s podium, EICA



Ratho, 10th Sept. 2022. © 2022 J.L. Preece
Third place and the bronze medal went to USA’s Emma Hunt. The
American had a strong competition all-round posting a personal
best in qualification with 7.02 seconds. She went even better
in  the  quarterfinal  with  6.88,  and  better  still  in  the
semifinals with 6.84 – missing out on a final place by just
0.01 to eventual winner Aleksandra Kalucka.

Not quite as quick, but a 7.28 in the small final was enough
to secure bronze against Italy’s Guilia Randi who tapped at
7.63.

The full women’s Speed can be found here

The top 26 Lead athletes will return today (Sunday) at 11:00
(UTC+1) for semi-finals ahead of the best eight going through
and competing for medals at 18:00.

News  and  updates  about  the  events  will  be  available  on
the  IFSC  website,  and  on  the  Federation’s  social  media
channels: Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.
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