Local MPs offer thelr
tributes to Her Majesty

In the House of Commons on Friday
MPs offered their own tributes to
Her late Majesty, Queen Elizabeth
II until almost midnight.

These 182 tributes included MPs
from Edinburgh and the Lothians,
and we set out their speeches
below.

Ian Murray MP for Edinburgh South said : “It is a great
pleasure to follow the “buttocks” of the right hon. Member for
Dumfriesshire, Clydesdale and Tweeddale (David Mundell)-it
will be the first time he has heard that, as well.

“I am very grateful for the opportunity to pass on my
condolences to the royal family and also to pay tribute to Her
late Majesty the Queen on behalf of my own family,
constituents in Edinburgh South and people all over her
beloved Scotland. Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth was a mother, a
grandmother and a great-grandmother to her own family, but she
was also a mother, grandmother and great-grandmother to the
nation. We will all remember where we were when we learned of
her death yesterday.

“We will always remember that it was in Scotland that she
spent her last weeks and days and, as we have heard already,
she loved being in Scotland and particularly on the Balmoral
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estate—the tranquillity, the great outdoors and the complete
absence of any speed limits.

“The Queen loved Scotland and Scotland loved the Queen. The
ties between Scotland and our longest-reigning monarch are
plentiful, from her very first public speech as a young
princess in Aberdeen at the opening of the British Sailors
Society, to the yarn of her wedding dress being woven 1in
Scotland, Royal Yacht Britannia being built on the Clyde and
retired to the Forth, as well as the opening of the first
Forth bridge and the second one 53 years later. She always
looked forward to the royal week in Edinburgh each year.
Scotland was, as she described it, her “special place”. She
said at the opening of the Scottish Parliament in 1999 that,

“if I may make a personal point”
Scotland occupies
“such a special place in my own and my family’s affections.”

“I remember my own childhood and the traditions that revolved
around Her late Majesty. Every Christmas, she was as much a
part of our family as the rituals of the tree and the turkey
as every generation of our family crowded around the
television for her 3 o’clock Christmas address. She
transcended every generation all the way to my two-year-old
daughter, who now knows who that was drinking tea with
Paddington. I have yet to explain to Zola that Paddington’s
friend has passed away.

“Over the past 24 hours, I have tried and struggled to find
the language to describe her, but the one word that a
constituent said to me late last night was “iconic”. She was
the very definition of iconic. She was on every pound I ever
spent—admittedly fewer than many others because I am a
Scot—and on every letter that I ever sent. Her name is on
dozens of plaques and buildings all over my constituency and
tens of thousands all over the country. She embodied what it



means to be British and epitomised public duty, decency and
dignity. She picked us up when we were down and when our
children and grandchildren look back at this time, it will be
Elizabeth II above all else who they will remember as the
thread through every part of our post-war history. She was
truly our greatest monarch.

“I would love to tell a humorous anecdote-I hope that somebody
else will tell it-—-about the visit to Balmoral that she had
with Dick Griffin, one of her former protection officers, but
there is no time to do that. Somebody else might do so
shortly. I never met Her Majesty but we all think we did
because she was such an integral part of and influence on our
lives. Everyone thinks they did meet her, because anyone who
did never stops telling the story. That is the impact she had
on each of their lives.

“I can only imagine the pain and grief the royal family feel
today and that pain and grief is compounded by the duty that
King Charles III now has to lead this nation. I, the people of
Edinburgh South and the people of Scotland simply say thank
you for everything, Ma’am, rest in peace, and God save the
King.”

Owen Thompson MP for Midlothian said: “I am here to offer the
condolences of the people of Midlothian on this very sad
occasion. Among the ebb and flow of people, politics and
power, Queen Elizabeth has always been there, a steadfast
figure in our shared history. With quiet dignity, she made her
mark on momentous global events but, perhaps more importantly,
she touched people in a very personal way. Across these isles,
the Queen is part of the backdrop of the stories of all our
lives.

“The Queen brought grace, warmth, dignity and humour to her
role, which in turn brought her respect from people across
political divides. Her passing brings an unsettling time, a
time of grief and reflection, and for many a reminder of loved



ones lost. People across the nations may understandably feel
like they have lost a loved one of their own, yet preparations
are already under way and the duty occupies the new King
Charles III, showing that, in the immortal words of Terry
Pratchett, it is true that the only thing known to travel
faster than ordinary light is monarchy.

“Regardless of our views on monarchy, the Queen is respected
for her remarkable dignity, with which she held herself
throughout trying times. We appreciate the twinkle in her eye,
her humour, her love of animals and the humility with which
she held a far-from-humble office.

“She was the first Queen Elizabeth in Scotland, of course,
with a lineage stretching back to the Stuart dynasty and Mary,
Queen of Scots. It is said that in Scotland, hosting barbecues
in the hills of Balmoral, was where she was happiest. Older
generations will fondly remember the royal tour of Midlothian
back in 1961, where she was out and about across the county,
viewing aspects of everyday life and visiting Rosslyn chapel,
the rural housing schemes at Temple, the carpet factory in
Bonnyrigg and the Loanhead memorial park. There was no
standing room left in the streets of Dalkeith at that time,
with crowds climbing on the roof of the bus station to seek a
glimpse of the young queen.

“More recently, she was warmly welcomed back to Midlothian to
the reopening of the Borders railway, unveiling a plaque at
the station in Newtongrange, where she was welcomed with a
wonderful performance by the Newtongrange Silver Band, who
express their condolences at this time. People from all walks
of life in Midlothian wish to convey their respect, to make it
clear just how fondly the Queen is remembered. Condolences
have been expressed online by community groups across
Midlothian, in addition to Midlothian’s lord lieutenant and
provost, who have already held local tributes and, in line
with many other places, opened up books of condolence across
council venues in Midlothian to allow people to pay their own



tributes.

“As a previous member and current chair of the all-party
parliamentary group for the Boys’ Brigade, I have always been
keenly aware of Her Majesty’s role as the organisation’s
patron. I know that all in the Boys’' Brigade world, the entire
Boys’ Brigade family, wish to pass on their thoughts and
prayers at this time.

“We are all now getting our heads around the changes that this
will make to the basic things that we all took for granted.
The ground has shifted beneath our feet. The lads at my local
post office in Loanhead said, “Every day we send hundreds of
letters and parcels bearing the Queen’s head.” This will now
be no more. May she rest in peace.”

Christine Jardine MP for Edinburgh West said: “It is with a
very sad sense of pride that I rise to speak on behalf of my
constituents in Edinburgh West, many of whom have already
visited the Palace of Holyroodhouse to lay flowers and pay
their respects to Her Majesty in Edinburgh, a city she loved.
She was at one of my very first events as an MP when she
opened our magnificent Queensferry crossing. Most recently,
she was celebrated at jubilee parties across the city.

“I confess that my first thought when I heard the confirmation
on Thursday that we had lost the Queen was of family-first,
her family of course, but then my own family. When, as a
child, I went to my first sighting of the Queen at the launch
of a ship on Clydeside, I remember my grandmother telling me
how wonderful the Queen was. She tried to explain to me about
the war, the spirit and what the family had meant, and I
thought I understood what she was saying. I thought I got it,
until the night in 2020 when the Queen spoke to us at the
darkest moment of the pandemic. She gave us hope; she told us
we would meet again. It was not just that she empathised with
our situation, but that she shared it.



“I realise now that perhaps the reason why the Queen held such
a special place in our hearts was that she shared our
memories, our thoughts and our pain. She was also a link back
to the loved ones we have lost, in that she had shared in the
difficult times that they went through. Today, the speeches,
reminiscences and memories we have heard in this place have
all been very moving. They have all had a touch of gratitude
and thankfulness for the fact that we have been part of those
70 years of her reign, and a heartbreaking recognition that
that era has come to an end.

“I think Her late Majesty would have been extremely proud to
see our new King devote himself to the service of this country
in the way that she did. While we might find this parting very
sorrowful, and indeed heartbreaking, we now know that there is
a future. Although our country will change—we will not have
the constant figure we have had for 70 years—the transition
will be smooth, there will be a future and it will be good.
While we thank Her Majesty and wish that she rest in peace, we
know that our future is secure. God save the King.”

As well as this the three SNP Members of Parliament have
offered their thoughts on social media:

I am saddened by the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth.
Throughout her long reign & dignified service her affection
for Scotland has been constant and returned in equal measure.
I extend my sincere condolences to the Royal Family at this
difficult time.

— Joanna Cherry KC (@joannaccherry) September 8, 2022

Both Deidre Brock MP and Tommy Sheppard chose to retweet this
by First Minister Nicola Sturgeon:

The death of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth is a profoundly sad
moment for the UK, the Commonwealth and the world.


https://twitter.com/joannaccherry/status/1567933546681049089?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw

Her life was one of extraordinary dedication and service.

On behalf of the people of Scotland, I convey my deepest
condolences to The King and the Royal Family.
https://t.co/02XqGIMF2S

— Nicola Sturgeon (@NicolaSturgeon) September 8, 2022
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