EdFest 1ssue warning over
“biggest risk” to Festival
Fringe

As the Edinburgh Festival Fringe
draws to a close the eight
production companies which have
collaborated as EdFest.com have
issued a warning about the major
risk to the Fringe’s future.

And they say it is the cost of accommodation.

Together the eight venues which have formed up as a breakaway
group with their own website have sold 1,486,746 tickets -
down by around half a million on 2019 figures. The eight
companies are Assembly, Dance Base, Gilded Balloon, Just the
Tonic, Pleasance, Summerhall, Underbelly and Z00.
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Anthony Anderson addresses the audience at the Pleasance
Opening Gala, The Pleasance, Edinburgh, 6th Aug 2022 - ©
{iptcyeard4} J.L. Preece




William Burdett-Coutts at the Assembly Festival Gala Launch,

Assembly Hall, Edinburgh, 3rd Aug 2022 — William Burdett-
Coutts, Artistic Director © 2022 J.L. Preece

A spokesperson for EdFest.com said: “It has been fantastic to
be back at the first full Fringe since 2019 — to see the live
performance industry come roaring back to life in this post-
pandemic world. There has been a real appetite and energy for




shared, live experiences in Edinburgh over the last few weeks
and the quality of the programme has been incredible - yet,
the forecast number of tickets we’ve collectively sold is down
25% compared to 2019 which is a major threat for everyone
involved in the festival.

“Together, we eight venues are forecast to have sold more than
1,486,746 tickets despite the very real continuing challenges
to our industry, including the cost-of-living crisis, the
lingering effects of coronavirus, the cost and uncertainty of
international travel, the recent train strikes and more. Chief
among these however is the soaring cost of accommodation in
Edinburgh in August — audiences and artists alike are being
priced out of town, out of experiences.

“It is clear to anyone spending time in Edinburgh, that there
are fewer people in the city this year than in 2019. While
there are certainly other factors that have affected audience
numbers this year; the cost of accommodation is a perennial
problem across the board. Disruption with public transport,
delays with artist visas, and high fuel costs are even more
insurmountable when people and performers simply cannot afford
to stay in the city.

“We know that a lack of safe, affordable housing is not just
an August problem, but one that affects the artists, staff and
audiences who call Edinburgh home. It’'s imperative that local
and national government, landlords, the universities, Fringe
venues and the Fringe Society all come together to find a
lasting solution for this issue, or the future of the Fringe
is in very real danger. Long term we also have to find
solutions that allow the festival to be affordable to
performers and the audience. Given the extent of the
reduction in sales the overall festival has a major job to do
in restoring the event to normality, which may take several
years and require some public support. We need to stabilise
the current situation where many people have made significant
losses; to address the accommodation issue; to find ways of



supporting work; and a major marketing campaign to get the
audience back to the festival.

“Over the past 75 years, the Edinburgh Festival Fringe has
earned its reputation as the world’s leading arts festival. We
must continue to work together to do everything in our power
to ensure that it remains a vibrant, inclusive, and
financially accessible destination for another 75 years.”



Gilded Balloon Drirectors, Karen and Katy Koren. Photo:
2022, Martin P. McAdam www.martinmcadam.com



Ed Bartlam and Charlie Wood co-directors of Underbelly at the
Press Launch, McEwan Hall, Edinburgh, 3rd Aug 2022
© 2022 J.L. Preece



A performer from La Clique at the Underbelly preview show.
Photo: © 2022, Martin P. McAdam www.martinmcadam.com



