Council elections 2022 - SNP
MPs and MSPs say Labour deal
with Tories is ‘unthinkable’

SNP politicians at Holyrood and
Westminster have written to Cllr
Cammy Day, the 1Lleader of the
Edinburgh Labour party, asking for
an assurance that the party will
not cooperate with the
Conservatives in Edinburgh.

The politicians — Angus Robertson MSP, Ash Regan MSP, Ben
Macpherson MSP, Gordon Macdonald MSP, Deidre Brock MP, Tommy
Sheppard MP and Joanna Cherry QC MP — have pointed out that
the electorate “resoundingly rejected” the Tories in the
election at the beginning of this month. Conservative numbers
were reduced from 18 elected councillors to nine with some
elected members losing what they might have regarded as safe
seats.

In the letter from the SNP politicians, they explain that the
reasons for that election loss are clearly due to the
Conservative Party being led by “a Prime Minister who partied
in No 10" while others could not meet or see their dying
relatives. They also point the finger of blame at Scottish
Conservative leader, Douglas Ross, who they brand as
“cowardly”.

The Westminster and Holyrood representatives say the position
is quite clear to anyone living in Edinburgh — that any party
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which works with the Tories is “giving credence and
justification to its actions”.

They also state that there 1is a significant problem in doing
any kind of deal with the Tories who do not make New Scots in
Edinburgh feel welcome.

There are 63 councillors in Edinburgh and at the election the
SNP improved their numbers by one to 19, Labour had much the
same number at 13, Liberal Democrats doubled the number of
councillors to 12 and Greens grew their representation by two
to 10.

No party has a simple majority and there now appear to be two
deals proposed — and which will be voted upon at the council
meeting on Thursday.

The first is for the SNP and Greens to form a coalition -
something backed by councillors of both groups as well as
their local members.

The second option is for Labour to attempt to form a minority
administration — taking the Conveners posts and looking for
support from the two other opposition parties — the Liberal
Democrats and the Conservatives.

Firstly they will require their help in getting the motion put
to tomorrow’s meeting passed — and they could win that vote by
34 to 29 - and secondly they would need support from
councillors across the chamber on any council business after
that.

This to us does not mean they will need to wholly base their
support on the Liberal Democrats and Conservatives moving
forward — on certain items they are in agreement with the SNP
and Greens — for example largely on matters of active travel
there is an accord.

But quite what the terms of any informal arrangement are 1is



unclear — and must still be approved by the Labour Party’s
Scottish Executive Committee and also the Edinburgh LGC.

Councillor Cammy Day
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Dear Clir Day,

We write as representatives of Edinburgh to the Scottish and Westminster Parliaments. We seek urgent
clarification as to Labour's intentions regarding the formation of an administration of the City of Edinburgh
Council.

As by far the largest party elected at May's elections, we appreciate the SNP Group has been working to find
an agreement to continue running the City of Edinburgh Council for the coming term. We"ve also heard clearly
that the Group’s door remains open and the offer of constructive talks with the Labour Party should be taken
up to respect the election result.

While it remains the prerogative of political groups to seek agreement with others to run the Council, as you
are aware, it is only possible for Labour to form an administration, as outlined in the press, if it were supported
by the Conservative Councillors. Put plainly, this is unthinkable. The City of Edinburgh resoundingly rejected
the Conservatives in May's elections.

The people rejected the Tories because it is led in the UK by a Prime Minister who partied in No. 10 while he
told the people of Edinburgh and across the UK that they could not see dying friends and relatives.

Our residents rejected the Tories because its Scottish leader Douglas Ross has cowardly fallen into line and
defended his law-breaking boss.

They rejected the Tories because so many New Scots who called Edinburgh their home feel they are no longer
welcome under Johnson's Brexit Britain.

They rejected the Tories because they do not want a party that cuts protections and services for the poorest
and most vulnerable anywhere near local or national government.

To be clear; any party that works with the Tories is giving credence and justification to its actions. The people
of Edinburgh know this.

Labour promised its voters that its councillors would work to tackle the serious cost of living crisis and that it
would oppose the harmful policies of the UK Government. Very simply, the Labour party cannot do so while

it shares any common cause with the Conservative Party.

We would be grateful for your assurance that no cooperation of any kind will be sought with the Tories.

Yours sincerely,

Angus Robertson MSP Deidre Brock MP
Ash Regan MSP Tommy Sheppard MP
Ben Macpherson MSP Jeanna Cherry QC MP

Gordon MacDonald M5SP



