
Residents  rise  up  against
developer’s  lack  of  public
consultation

UPDATE  –  the  formal  period  for
consultation has now been extended
by one week to 23 March 2022.

The  developers  CA  Living  plan  to
build student flats on the former
Jewson site at 72-74 Eyre Place and
are  running  an  online  public
consultation to give residents the
opportunity of commenting.
Locals say that almost everyone in the area is opposed to the
plans  including  The  Yard  charity  which  has  its  base  just
beside the site near George V Park.

While  a  pre-application  public  consultation  is  not  only
necessary  but  usually  welcome,  in  this  particular  case
residents say that the consultation has encountered problems.
It was supposed to start on 15 February but did not begin
until 23 February – with no communication from the developer.
There has been no direct contact with residents, except a
letter from Scott Hobbs Planning distributed to residents on
25 February. (Read the letter below).

The consultation is due to end on 16 March 2022, despite calls
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for it to be extended.

After 16 March the developer may submit an application to
planners to develop the site with a 21 day period after this
for public comment. The planning proposal is here and comments
may be made to the developer here.

Residents have created a Special Interest Group and have set
up  a  petition  to  oppose  the  plans  by  the  “opportunistic
London-based, US headquartered developer”. But they are more
concerned about the way the consultation is being run for now,
saying  that  it  is  of  significant  concern.  The  group  has
written to the developers explaining that their consultation
is too short, and that it has not involved the option of Zoom
calls as an alternative to in-person meetings. The developer
has instead used web chats, leading the locals to say that CA
Living is hiding behind Covid regulations.

The residents’ view is that the development will be contrary
to the interests of the local community saying: “Students by
nature are a transient population, and this weakens local
community bonds to the detriment of the long-term residents.
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This  effect  would  be  further  increased  by  use  of  such
accommodation for holiday lettings out of term time. There is
also  already  significant  over-provision  of  student
accommodation at nearby sites at Logie Green, Leith Walk and
McDonald Road, weakening the strength of local communities in
the whole area.

“In  addition  with  a  huge  new  development  of  435+  homes,
entailing a thousand plus new residents, at the RBS site next
door, local infrastructure such as medical services will be
badly  over-stretched;  adding  further  high-density  student
housing is wholly inappropriate against this background.

“The site itself is a narrow strip of land situated between
other  high-density  housing  so  any  tall  multi-storey-type
developments with numerous units (eg student-type blocks) will
cause unacceptable problems of overshadowing, privacy, noise,
and access issues.

“Finally, the site directly abuts the New Town Conservation
Area, and part of it is also within a Historic Garden Designed
Landscape, so significant extra consideration has to be given
to  the  appropriate  land  use  against  this  conservation
background. The small local King George V Park is also already
over-stretched  due  to  housing  density.  Crammed-in  student
blocks would not fit with these conservation requirements, and
would chronically exacerbate park over-use as well.”

In  addition  the  group  has  unearthed  criticism  of  the
developer’s student complex in Glasgow at Bridle Works where
the flats were described as “unfinished and filthy” in an
article on BBC News.

According to Edinburgh by Numbers there was a total of 65,585
students in Edinburgh in 2020 along with 28,953 students at
Edinburgh College.

Letter  from  Scott  Hobbs  Planning  to  Eyre  Place  residents
received 25 February.
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