Eyre Place - survey shows
almost 100% opposition for
student flat proposal

People living near Eyre Place have
submitted a formal response to the
consultation by CA Student Living
who plan to build a six storey
block of 210 student flats on a gap
site there.

The pre planning consultation ends today and the_Eyre Place
residents say that nearly all residents are either opposed or
strongly opposed to the development. Their comments to the
developers say that building 200 student flats on this site
would have a “disastrous” effect on their living environment,
local amenities, public transport, traffic and primary
healthcare facilities.

They point out that while they realised the former Jewsons
site would be developed they had envisaged sustainable family
housing would be built there, and that they would welcome new
permanent neighbours joining the community. Locals have also
explained to The Edinburgh Reporter that with four student
developments in the area — where there are no universities or
colleges within a 20 minute walk — it is difficult to
understand the need.

Their response also states: “It is noteworthy that although
the developer issued 200 letters to local residents, the
volume of objections received through the petition and survey
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exceeds this number by a significant margin (237 petition
responses have been received to date). We are also aware that
a high number of objections have been submitted through the
pre-application consultation process so far.”

The Edinburgh Reporter met two residents, Jane and Alison,
recently who explained their objections. You can listen to
that conversation here:
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The gap site between Rodney Street and Eyre Place Lane
The residents’ full response is below:
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72-74 Eyre Plac
Residents Surve

We asked residents and regular visitors
Canonmills their views on the plans for a student
housing development at 72 - 74 Eyre Place:

Residents oppose the plans:

As of 22nd March, nearly all 188
respondents strongly opposed (81%) or
opposed (15.3%) the plans for the
development. Those who supported
(3.7%) did so with caveats, such as that
the development should not be too large.
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Survey (left) and petition (right) responses came from the
whole community around the site:
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Many responses raised concerns about use of
the site for student accommodation, including:

Overprovision of student
accommodation nearby (77%)

Potential for noise, disruption, litter
and anti-social behaviour (72%)

Negative impacts on wellbeing of
local residents, including loss of daylight (70%)

Additional demands on parking
and access (63%)
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Excessive pressure on local
healthcare services (56%)
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The site must be put to a better use that balances
the interests of the community and the site owners:

Preferences for the site: First choices mentioning:

The local community believes Family homes (38.5%) [N
the 0.27ha site is much better Park/green w{ﬂm_
suited to mixed-use Community centre (15%) _

Medical centre (5%) [N
student housing (1.5%) [

Council candidate Mhairi Munro-Brian who 1is standing 1in
Inverleith for the Labour Party tweeted her response to the
consultation saying that she supports the residents.

Big thanks to @LAHinds & @MartinHinds who delivered my letter
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& leaflet to residents on/around Eyre Place today. Many
residents have expressed concerns for the proposed student
accommodation. I've written to the developer with my comments
& stand in solidarity w. residents https://t.co/WXKAfxoBoJ
pic.twitter.com/GMnJy9dCmh

— Mhairi Munro-Brian (@MMBLabour) March 22, 2022
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