Coronavirus - November
figures

Public Health Scotland publishes
the latest data on Covid-19 1in
Scotland each day. Today’s figures
are set out in the table below.

It was widely anticipated that the rules on using Covid
certification scheme (Covid passports) might be extended
today, something which the hospitality industry opposes. The
First Minister, Nicola Sturgeon, addressed MSPs at Holyrood
explaining the reasons for a slight change to the Covid
certification scheme by the introduction of a negative test as
an optional measure, but confirmed that there will be no
expansion of the scheme. She mentioned the increase in numbers
of cases in other parts of Europe in recent days, and that
restrictions have been reintroduced in certain countries such
as Austria and Ireland.

The First Minister said: “The situation does remain precarious
with the numbers rising in countries all around us. Even
though our position is relatively stable we must not allow
ourselves to be lulled into any false sense of security.”

She went on to say that the most precious gift anyone can give
this Christmas is to get themselves vaccinated, and urged
everyone to get an appointment for vaccination as soon as
possible.

In younger age groups the numbers have been largely static
over the last few weeks although the booster programme 1is
gathering pace. But Ms Sturgeon explained that the positive
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case numbers are higher than desired, and with more indoor
mixing to take place with colder weather and the festive
season this poses a risk.

Ms Sturgeon explained the R number is hovering above 1 and the
range of proportionate protections are designed to bring the R
number back below 1.

The range of protections which is emphasised as essential
includes:

= vaccination — more than 1.4 million have had a third
dose or booster — there is a duty on government to
deliver the vaccination but also on everyone in the
country to get themselves vaccinated

 lateral flow tests twice weekly or more often than that
particularly over the festive period before going to
social gatherings

» wearing face coverings on public transport, in shops and
when moving around in hospitality sectors

= open windows to ventilate homes and offices

work from home whenever it is possible as this makes a
real difference particularly in the difficult winter
period

For three weeks the Covid passport will continue as it exists
right now.

People attending venues covered by Scotland’s Covid
certification scheme are to be given the option of providing a
recent negative lateral flow test for the virus, as an
alternative to proof of vaccination from 6 December.

It means that individuals who received a vaccine not
recognised by the MHRA (Medicines and Healthcare products
Regulatory Agency), or have experienced difficulty accessing
their vaccination record, will be able to attend venues
covered by the scheme.



The change comes as First Minister Nicola Sturgeon announced
that there will not be an extension of the scheme to
additional settings, such as cinemas and pubs. Instead, she
told MSPs that whenever people intend to socialise or mix with
people from other households - whether that is in a pub,
restaurant, house or shopping centre — they should do a
Lateral Flow test first.

The certification scheme will continue to apply to major
events and late-night venues. Regulations and guidance for
businesses affected by the change will be published in the
coming days.

The First Minister confirmed that Scotland remains the most
highly vaccinated part of the UK with 88% of all those over 18
are now double vaccinated.

Scottish Labour leader Anas Sarwar said this amounted to a U-
turn by the government. He said: “From the start of the
pandemic, the WHO has been clear that testing is the most
effective way to control transmission of the virus.

“Scottish Labour has called repeatedly for the use of lateral
flow tests as part of the scheme to reduce transmission.

“But instead of listening to medical and public health experts
and businesses — the First Minister ignored everyone and
ploughed on with a passport scheme which doesn’t drive up
vaccination rates.

“Winter is fast approaching, and the First Minister says we
are in a precarious situation. We have spent months pursuing
the wrong priority.

“I welcome the government’s U-turn today but it is clear that
the First Minister has wasted months ignoring experts and the
evidence.

“We must now urgently get a grip on transmission and that



means looking to tackle the spread of the virus where it 1is
moving fastest — in schools.

“We know how to mitigate against this — improve and increase
ventilation.

“Ventilation schemes were unambitious and in many of
Scotland’s schools the best advice this winter is to just
leave windows open.

“The First Minister often rightly calls on the public to
listen to and follow expert advice — it would be refreshing
for her to do the same.”

If you wish to see the figures up to 31 August and 30
September for each day (with some highs and lows from the past
few months) then please read below and also read this article
here.

Scotland has now moved beyond Level 0 but the legal
requirement for wearing masks in indoor settings is to be
retained largely as it has been.

Any figures marked with * are affected by IT or other
reporting 1issues.

DEATH POSITIVE ;;:z; iiigg? TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL
TEST DEATHS | STATISTICS NUMBER OF
DAILY NEW CASES OF OF BOOSTER NUMBER OF
DATE LOTHIAN POSITIVITY |REPORTED| ACCORDING |ICU|HOSPITAL PEOPLE —
CASES TESTS RATE TooaY | TO DAILY DURING |VACCINE VACCINE| VACCINE | =~ | PEOPLE -
PANDEMIC |IN LAST|IN LAST| DOSES TWO DOSES
MEASUREMENT DAY DAY DOSES
23
November| 2,527 | 418 | 23,306 | 11.6% 17 9,495 60| 743 |709,399 | 885 | 1,186 |1,469,423|4,340,162|3,940,314
2021
22
November| 2481* | 385 |23,083%| 11.4% 0 9,478 59| 750 |706,874| 955 | 1,179 |1,437,823|4,339.277|3,939,128
2021
20
November| 2,756 | 458 | 31,575 9.3% 11 9,478 61| 767 |701,719 | 1,208 | 1,499 |1,375,779|4,337,089|3,939,594
2021
17
November| 3,360 40,412 8.8% 13 9,419 57| 774 |691,939 | 1,261 | 1,392 [1,270,010|4,332,835|3,931,709
2021
14
November| 3,077 | 436 |31,384| 10.3% 1 9,389 56| 765 |683,530 | 703 565 |1,183,769|4,327,340|3,924,870
2021
10
November| 3,852 | 496 | 44,434 9.1% 19 9,332 61| 778 |670,729| 867 | 1,478 |1,050,599|4,325,307|3,920,006
2021
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