COP26 — Scottish businesses
sign up to The NetZeroToolkit

With the eyes of the world’s scientific
community fixed on Scotland hosting
COP26, almost 200 Scottish businesses
have signed up to The NetZeroToolkit, a
new, free, 8 step resource by Edinburgh
Science charity which supports UK
businesses to build carbon reduction
strategies, getting them to achieve Net
Zero carbon emissions by 2040.

With plans being considered to force UK businesses
to show how they will hit net zero by 2050 (the
UK's proposed net zero target), The NetZeroToolkit
is proving even more timely.

Scotland is boasting the most ambitious climate crisis targets
in the UK and 1is among the leaders in the world and The
NetZeroToolkit takes the business industry one step closer to
fighting the climate emergency.

Internationally recognized leader on global climate change,
Christiana Figueres, Executive Secretary of the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 2010-2016 who
was instrumental in securing the historic Paris Agreement in
2015, sent her best wishes to Edinburgh Science team and said:
“We are now on an accelerated path, because at 2030 we have to
be at one half emissions of everyone. Every city, every
country, every family, every corporation, one half emissions
by 2030. So that means accelerate, accelerate, accelerate.
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“But how wonderful that you have already started along this
and I have full trust that you will continue to accelerate.”
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Kate Forbes, Cabinet Secretary for Finance and the Economy who
attended a Climate Opportunity Ideas Factory meeting 1in
Glasgow yesterday, organised by Edinburgh Science said: “The
work of Edinburgh Science is hugely important in a number of
different ways. First of all, in terms of facilitating
collaboration right across the board. None of us in isolation
are going to solve the problem of climate change, we need to
be working together and Edinburgh Science enables that,
ensuring that we are considering the most effective solutions
to the difficulties that we face.”

Completing the Toolkit will allow the businesses to identify
the changes they need to make, access a simple directory of
resources to help implement them and create an actionable
carbon reduction strategy, and something that can be referred
back to when making future decisions. Following the process
will futureproof businesses by supporting them to achieve net
zero carbon emissions by 2040.

The Toolkit can be successfully used by a UK business of any
size — from individual micro-businesses to multinationals -
but is specifically aimed at small- to medium-size enterprises
(SMEs) which make up 99% of UK business and who account for
50% of UK business-driven emissions.

One of the businesses that has signed up to the Toolkit ,
Weigh-To-Go, is a Leith Walk-based refill shop offering
affordable dried goods and locally sourced dairy as well as
cosmetics and cleaning products.

The owner Lucy Watters said: “As SMEs, there are times where
we know what needs to be done but individually, we don’t have
the power to change them. Using The NetZeroToolkit allows us
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to be part of a community of similarly committed businesses
and this network gives us strength to tackle these problems
head on and share our experiences for a brighter — net zero -
future.”
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HollyGrows, a lifestyle and plant shop, has signed up to The
NetZeroToolkit

HollyGrows, another business on board, is a lifestyle and
plant shop based in Portobello. Director Holly Johannessen
said: “We are determined to play our part in building a
sustainable, net zero future. The NetZeroToolkit has supported
me to address my carbon emissions and set a clear pathway for
both reduction and for working towards Net Zero. I am keen to
share this valuable resource with fellow SME owners as SME
owners like us are vital in the fight against our climate
emergency — we all have to get on board.”

The NetZeroToolkit arose from one of Edinburgh Science’s
Climate Opportunity and Ideas Factory meetings, which was
chaired by diplomat Christiana Figueres, these round table
meetings invite industry leaders to come together to share
learnings and expertise on topics pertinent to the Climate
Emergency and to develop and collaborate on actionable
solutions.

Over the course of COP26, Edinburgh Science will be hosting
two Climate Opportunity and Ideas Factory meetings, one
chaired by Dr Martin Valenti on Scotland’s Future Green
Economy and attended by Cabinet Secretary for Finance and the
Economy, Kate Forbes, and the second on how we ensure that we
build an education system — both for young people entering the
workforce and adults re-skilling — that will support a just
transition.

Simon Gage, CEO of Edinburgh Science said: “Every individual
and enterprise must do everything they can to reduce their
carbon emissions quickly. The science tells us we need to



behave as if this is an emergency not simply urgent. The
NetZeroToolkit makes this change easier for businesses: it
identifies the first eight science-based steps they should
take and helps them take them. Edinburgh Science, the charity
behind Edinburgh Science Festival, is totally committed to
helping the world grasp the immediate need for change that
climate change calls for and to reveal the positive and
sustainable futures being developed for the whole world.”

Businesses interested in signing up are 1invited to
visit www.thenetzerotoolkit.org or
emall hello@TheNetZeroToolkit.org.
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