Scottish Parliamentary
Election 2021 - Ashley
Graczyk for Lothian

Ashley Graczyk 1is standing as an
independent MSP candidate for
Lothian

Here she sets out her Five Key
Priorities for us:

I'm now heading for the biggest job interview of my life as an

Independent MSP candidate for Lothian region on 6™ May
Scottish elections. My five key priorities are:

1. Put forward a bill for Scottish Residency Cards for EU
citizens to protect their rights

2. Edinburgh Citizens’ Charter with fundamental components
of our citizens’ “right to the city”

3. Directly-elected Edinburgh Mayor to replace the outdated
role of Lord Provost

4. Urgent review on the current unworkable rent control
legislation early in the next parliament

5. Advocate for an independent Scotland in the EU

One of the things I believe Edinburgh really needs, is a
citizens’ charter with fundamental components of our citizens’
“right to the city”. The rights, needs and wellbeing of local
citizens should be the top priority guiding decisions on the
use of public services, space and assets by local government
officials. They should be used for, and to benefit, the public
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and needs to be protected for future generations.
Fundamental components of our citizens’' “right to the city”:

= A renewed commitment from councils to serve in the best
interest of the public as their first priority by
investing and protecting the public sector, including
services, spaces, and assets, to maximise public
benefit.

»Scrap “Commercial Confidentiality” in any business
agreements between councils and the private sector
regarding our public owned spaces, including Princes
Street Gardens, because citizens have a right to know
and be protected from any potential loss/damage caused
by private benefit.

» Give local communities a Citizens'’ Budget to encourage
participation in which citizens are involved in the
process of deciding how public money 1is spent, using
their local knowledge to make a difference in their
area.

» Maximise free access to parks and the use of urban space
for public benefit and proper funding by the Scottish
Government for councils to upgrade and maintain our
parks and other vital public green spaces.

= Spread Winter Festivals events out into communities and
protect Princes Street Gardens for its original purpose
— a public park greenspace for the public to freely
browse in.

= Councils should improve compliance with FOI timescales
and communications for members of the public and
journalists to help cultivate greater public trust and
transparency.

The right to the city is an idea and a slogan that was first
proposed by Henri Lefebvre in his 1968 book, ‘Le Droit a la
ville’ as a call to action to reclaim the city as a co-created
space. David Harvey, Economic Geographer, described it as
follows:



“The right to the city is far more than the individual liberty
to access urban resources: it is a right to change ourselves
by changing the city. It is, moreover, a common rather than an
individual right since this transformation inevitably depends
upon the exercise of a collective power to reshape the
processes of urbanisation. The freedom to make and remake our
cities and ourselves is, I want to argue, one of the most
precious yet most neglected of our human rights.”

As a current City of Edinburgh Councillor, I sometimes feel
Edinburgh Council needs to be reminded it is a public sector
as it sometimes appears to act more like a private sector,
with the amount of outsourcing and initiatives that seems to
promote private benefit at the expense of public benefit; such
as “commercial confidentiality” surrounding the Christmas
market that does immense damage to our publicly owned and
prime park, Princes Street Gardens, and we are also locked out
for weeks prior and afterwards, sometimes for months.

There is clearly a growing problem in Edinburgh with public
space being increasingly used for private profit, then there
is one section of the city chambers being leased out for Short
Term Let penthouses that will be developed there, for what
public benefit?

Gaylord Nelson, the founding father of the modern
environmental movement and author of ‘Earth Day’ said, “The
ultimate test of man’s conscience may be his willingness to
sacrifice something today for future generations whose words
of thanks will not be heard.”

As citizens, we also need to be asking ourselves, do we want
our legacy to be leaving future generations at the mercy of
the private sector with no safety net in times of need? The
more positive alternative 1is to grab the opportunity with a
new Citizens’ Charter to start the process of reversing the
creeping privatisation and cultivate more public benefit
within our public sector.



For details of my campaign: www.ashleyforlothian.com

Cllr Ashley Graczyk is an Independent Councillor for the
Sighthill/Gorgie ward and Independent MSP candidate for

Lothian Region.
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