Tom James hopes to help
Salford City to promotion
after Hibs’' loan deal

Hibs full-back Tom James is determined to
play as many games as possible for
Salford City between now and the end of
the season and 1s hoping to help the club
to promotion to League 1.

James joined Hibs from Yeovil during the Paul Heckingbottom
era but found his first team opportunities limited following
the arrival of Jack Ross.

=]

Betfred Scottish League Cup — Hibernian v Alloa.

Easter Road Stadium, Edinburgh, Midlothian, UK.

20/07/2019.,

Pic shows: during the second half as Hibs play host to Alloa
in the Betfred League Cup at Easter Road Stadium, Edinburgh
Credit: Alamy/Ian Jacobs

With Paul McGinn having made the position his own and David
Gray 1in reserve, James elected to join Wigan Athletic on loan
at the start of this season and proved an instant hit with the
fans however ‘behind the scenes’ issues have resulted in him
moving to Salford City on-loan for the remainder of the
campaign.

Salford have enjoyed unprecedented success on and off the
field since they were taken over by former Manchester United
players Nicky Butt, Ryan Giggs, Gary Neville, Phil Neville,
Paul Scholes, David Beckham and Singaporean businessman Peter
Lim.
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They were crowned NPL Division One North champions in 2015,
won the NPL Premier Division play-offs in 2016, and won the
National League North title in 2018. This success was followed
further in 2019 with promotion to the English Football League
(EFL) after winning the 2019 National League play-off final,
this time under the stewardship of current Motherwell manager
Graham Alexander.

James told Salford FC Media: “It all happened pretty quickly.
I knew about a week ago that Salford were interested.

“I’'ve been at Wigan since the start of the season and there
was a lot of stuff going on there behind the scenes but I just
went there to play football.

“I think I got 20-odd games there which is exactly what I
wanted. I was pretty happy about how I did as well.

“Everyone knows what direction this club (Salford) is going in
with the backing of the owners and how they have done in the
last couple of years and how they are doing at the start of
this season, being so far up the league and it was a challenge
for me to come in and try my best here.

“I like to think I am attacking full-back and am versatile. I
can play on either side, but I'm mainly a right back who likes
to get forward and nick a few goals along the way.

“I spent two and a half years at Yeovil and played a lot of
game and I'm hoping that playing all those games in League 2
will help me with experience in this league.

“I'm hoping to personally play as many games as possible and
keep improving week to week but as a team we are looking for
promotion. We are only a couple of points off the top at the
moment and if I can help out in any way then that’s good.”



