Coronavirus — Council leaders
‘Let’s look after one
another’

Edinburgh’s Council Leaders urge people
in Edinburgh to be considerate of one
another and of their surroundings to help
the <city respond to the ongoing
coronavirus outbreak.

Adam McVey and Cammy Day have called for residents
to treat frontline staff working to deliver vital
services to the city with compassion, while
praising the community-mindedness of those looking
out for vulnerable neighbours and encouraging
adherence to social distancing guidelines.

They have also appealed for people to take responsibility for
litter, dog fouling and bulky items being disposed of,
particularly at this time, when limited waste and cleansing
resources must be prioritised for essential bin collections.

While certain services have been reduced as a result of the
pandemic, thousands of people across the Council are still
helping to keep the city moving. They include school staff
providing care for children of key workers, waste collection
crews, cleaners and carers as well as parks officers working
to close play parks to reduce social interaction and parking
attendants making sure the roads network 1s clear of
obstructions.

Council Leader Adam McVey said: “We’re working together as a
city with the common purpose of keeping everyone safe and
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well, and it’s particularly heartening to see so many people
looking out for one another, encouraging social distancing and
showing their support for the people leaving their homes every
day to provide <crucial services regardless of the
circumstances.

“As well as the amazing support provided by NHS staff and
other emergency services, there are thousands of people making
every effort to serve the people of Edinburgh, from the teams
picking up our bins and crews out gritting our roads and
pavements overnight to the cleaners keeping key buildings open
and housing officers helping to find safe places for people
experiencing homelessness.

“I know we all recognise the great job being done, and I
understand some of frustrations people will feel, but I would
urge everyone to get behind the effort of key staff and give
them our support during this difficult time — by being kind to
each other we can make this unfortunate situation a little
easier for everyone working so hard for us.”

Depute Leader Cammy Day said: “These are particularly
challenging circumstances, and I want to thank the thousands
of people who are going the extra mile to deliver essential
services, to care for our most vulnerable residents and to
share positive messages.

“Of course, we’'re all adapting to significant changes, and
it’s taking time to adjust, but we do need the public to help
us to continue delivering services under increasing pressure.
We must prioritise limited resources so by taking
responsibility for things like rubbish and dog fouling when
you do head out of the house, by treating frontline workers
with respect and staying at home as much as possible, we
really can get through this together.”

Several service changes have been implemented by the Council
this week to help limit the impact of the coronavirus outbreak
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in Edinburgh. These include the suspension of pay and display
parking charges, closing play parks and games areas and
establishing Council Resilience Centres.

Further information on services, support and how to report any
concerns can be found on the Council website. If you're
experiencing an emergency or critical situation, please call
0131 200 2000.
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