Give a bed this Christmas

National homelessness charity, Bethany
Christian Trust, is encouraging festive
shoppers to buy a bed for people who are
homeless this Christmas by purchasing a
voucher for their Edinburgh based Care
Shelter.

The gift vouchers, which cost £21 each, are now available to
purchase online until 17 January 2020 and will provide a
person, who 1is sleeping rough on the streets, overnight
shelter, access to a hot meal and breakfast the following
morning, safety from the elements, professional support, and
multi-disciplinary services at Bethany'’s Care Shelter.

Started in 1996, Bethany’s Care Shelter has been providing
shelter and sleeping facilities to men and women who are
homeless in Edinburgh. Started in Edinburgh as a 2-week pilot


https://theedinburghreporter.co.uk/2019/10/give-a-bed-this-christmas/

over Christmas, the Care Shelter has grown to span 32 weeks in
response to need and is now a lifeline for hundreds of
homeless people who would otherwise be forced to sleep outside
during the cold winter months.

The service is run by a small team of staff and relies on
around 1,000 volunteers from churches across the Lothians.
They provide church venues for people on the streets to sleep
in on a nightly rota basis as well as preparing and serving a
hot meal. The Care Shelter is funded by the voluntary
donations of trusts and foundations, individuals, local
churches, companies and communities, as well as receiving
support from Bethany’s Caring Christmas Trees project.

THIS GIFT VOUCHER TO THE WINTER
CARE SHELTER WILL PROVIDE A
PERSON, WHO WOULD OTHERWISE BE

SLEEPING ROUGH, HOMELESS ON THE
STREETS THIS CHRISTMAS, WITH THE
FOLLOWING ASSISTANCE:

+ Owernight shelter from 2:30pm til Tam
+ Awarm bed space to sleep

« Safety from the elements Thank- you

= Care and support from professional staff .

= Access to a freshly prepared, hot two course meal GH"II‘:-ET'-EI'?' FD!’" Yﬂur

+ Breakfast in the morning

« Access to a range of professional on-site support g&rler"cms ‘.5UPP or+t
SENICes

+ Support for the individual to move out of the
crisis of homelessness

FLEASE h;:I!Té nﬂmﬁﬁa&c&? RRCRARE THIS
WOUCHE C H e
www.bethanychristiantrust.com

Commenting on the Care Shelter Christmas Gift, Alasdair
Bennett, Chief Executive at Bethany Christian Trust said: “In
the season of giving, think about giving a gift that will
truly make a difference. Giving someone the opportunity to
escape the cold and receive a hot meal can make all the
difference. Your donation would provide our team with the
means to help those most in need find a warm and loving place
to spend Christmas this year. When thinking of how you can



make a difference this year, please think of Bethany.”




