Former World Cup referee
George Smith dies aged 75

Former Scottish grade one and Fifa referee George Smith has
died aged 75.

He retired as a supervisor in October last year after an
incredible 58 years of active involvement in refereeing.

George who was from Edinburgh was honorary president of the
Edinburgh and District Referees Association who said: “It is
with great sadness to make you all aware that our honorary
president George Smith has passed away.

“With his death, Scottish refereeing has lost one of 1its
outstanding figures of recent times.

“Our thoughts are with his wife and family at this difficult
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time."”

He took charge of three Scottish Cup finals and two League Cup
finals as well as refereeing at the 1990 World Cup in Italy
where he took charge of the Austria v Czechoslovakia group
stage match, handing out seven yellow cards. His most famous
game was the 1980 Scottish Cup final at Hampden where an
infamous riot took place on the pitch after Celtic beat
Rangers 1-0 after extra time.



