Policing back to normal after
weekend of protest

& Martin McAdam

After a weekend of protests throughout the country, the police
operation put in place for the visit to Scotland of the
President of the United States Donald Trump has now concluded.

In Edinburgh, officers estimated that 9,000 people took part
in a march from the Scottish Parliament to the Meadows
although organisers put the figure at 60,000.

Before leaving the parliament, the crowd listened to speeches
from a number of politicians including Tommy Sheppard SNP,
Richard Leonard, Leader of Scottish Labour, Alison Johnstone,
Scottish Greens and Christine Jardine Liberal Democrats.

The event passed off peacefully and ended just before 4pm.

Assistant Chief Constable Mark Williams said: “This was a
major and complex policing operation involving thousands of
officers that impacted right across Scotland.

“Our priority throughout was to protect the President,
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maintain public safety and facilitate thousands of people
across Scotland to exercise their right to protest peacefully.

“I would like to thank all of the officers and staff from
Police Scotland and elsewhere that worked together in helping
us achieve this and in particular those who took part in the
protests in Glasgow, Dundee and Edinburgh for their good
behaviour.”

There were two arrests in relation to the visit:

A 55-year-old man has been arrested and charged in connection
with an incident when a powered parachute was flown in the
vicinity of the Turnberry Hotel around 9.45pm on Friday 13
July 2018.

He is expected to appear at Ayr Sheriff Court on Monday 16
July 2018. A report will be submitted to the Procurator
Fiscal.

A 64-year-old man was arrested in relation to alleged
threatening and abusive behaviour on the beach at Turnberry on
Sunday 15 July and was issued with a Fixed Penalty Notice.



