Rugby — Stewart’s Melville
College v George Watson’s
College, Ul6 Scottish Schools
Cup Final

Watsons remain unbeaten with a fine win
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The final score in the Ul6 Cup Final at BT Murrayfield on
Wednesday night would tend to suggest that George Watson’
College had an easy stroll to their win over Edinburgh rivals
Stewart’s Melville College, but it was a hard fought victory
which saw them eventually stretch away to lift the Cup.

For the first 10 minutes or so of the match, Stew-Mel were
easily the dominant side, pressurising the Watson’s defence
and spending a fair amount of time inside their opponents 22.

However, they were held out with a combination of strong
tackling and the odd error on their part.

The first points on the board came via a turn over in the
Stew-Mel 22, immediately puting them on the defensive and
eventually being overrun, Angus Hoffie going over for the try
and 5-0 with 20 minutes played.

Straight from the restart, Watsons forced play back into the
Stew-Mel half and, setting up an overlap on the right, gave
Hoffie the chance to score his second down the line for 10-0
on the 25 minute mark and, this time, he added the extras for
12-0.

He then scored his hat-trick a few minutes later with another
converted try, following another period of sustained
possession by the Watsons pack.
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Stew-Mel then enjoyed a short time with the ball and they made
it work for them with a couple of penalties inside the
opposition 22 which the tapped rather than kicked. A fine
period of running and passing was finished off down the right
with their No. 4 going over on the 30 minute mark. With the
conversion, the score was now 19-7.

The final five minutes were again dominated by Watsons, but
the half finished with an error and the score at 19-7.
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The second half started very much as had the first, with Stew-
Mel in the driving seat. This time around, however, reward
came their way with two tries, one of which was converted, in
the first seven minutes to draw level. The first of these was
a fine solo effort up the middle from Joshua Grant who fought
his way over the final few metres to score next to the posts.
He then scored a second in the left corner, taking out the
flag and initiating a discussion between the officials on the
field.

But it was a short lived moment of glory as Watsons scored two
quick tries in succession, following long stoppage in play to
deal with what looked like a serious issue with one of the
players who went down away from play. The medical staff were
quickly on the scene to deal with the incident and play
resumed with Watsons tries, the first of these being a fourth
for Man-of-the-Match, Hoffie.

So, with 50 minutes played and the score at 33-19, it was
still all to play for, but Watsons turned up the heat and a
combination of fine attacking rugby, helped in no small way,
by some poor Stew-Mel defence and handling — and maybe some
concern for their team mate) they scored another five tries on
the way to the final whistle and a 64-19 victory .
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Images from the match will appear here over the next few days.
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