
Festival  partnership  with
Castlebrae  concludes  after
three years
Edinburgh International Festival’s partnership with Castlebrae
Community High School comes to a close.

In 2015 the Edinburgh International Festival began a three
year  partnership  with  Castlebrae  Community  High  School
supported by City of Edinburgh Council, with the ambitious aim
of supporting the improvement of the school.

Today  is  the  opening  of  the  Castlebrae  Portrait  Project
2015-2017, a permanent installation of photographic portraits
which is a lasting legacy of the International Festival’s
relationship with the school.

Edinburgh based photographer Aly Wight set up a photography
studio in the school each year and invited every pupil in the
school  to  have  their  portrait  taken.  Designed  as  an
alternative to traditional school photographs, the pupils were
asked to think about something that was happening in their
lives at that time and decide on the precise moment at which
the photograph would be taken. The resulting images document
change and growth for each pupil over the three years of the
residency.

 Neil Hanna Photography
www.neilhannaphotography.co.uk
07702 246823

Over the last three years, pupils from all year groups at the
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school, located in the Craigmillar area of Edinburgh, have
been learning about all aspects of the International Festival
through  workshops,  bespoke  mentoring  and  work  experience
programmes.  These  have  highlighted  the  varied  professional
skillsets  required  in  the  delivery  of  events  such  as  the
International  Festival  and  included  a  specially  developed
Festivals & Events Management module which contributes towards
pupils National 5 qualification in ‘Creative Industries’.

Norma Prentice, Castlebrae Community High School Head Teacher,
said:  ‘Throughout  the  residency  and  International  Festival
involvement with Castlebrae over the last three years, we have
felt the true meaning of partnership working. The vision of
both the Festival team and staff at Castlebrae was to ensure
the best for our pupils. Through their commitment, creativity
and passion for Castlebrae, this has certainly been achieved’.

Councillor  Adam  McVey,  Leader  of  the  City  of  Edinburgh
Council, said: “The Council’s partnership with the Edinburgh
International  Festival  has  provided  an  unforgettable
opportunity  for  our  Castlebrae  pupils.

“Many people may be surprised how active the festivals are
outside of August but this project is a prime example of the
International  Festival  supporting  our  local  Craigmillar
community. It really has been a great learning opportunity for
these young people, who could well become our city’s future
festival directors, producers, artists or crew members, and
this new portrait project exhibition will serve as a fantastic
reminder.

“I’m thankful to everyone within the Festival, the Council
and, of course, the school who helped make it happen. I am now
looking forward to seeing what 2018 brings, and continuing the
Council’s work with the Scottish Government and all members of
Festivals Edinburgh to provide legacy funding which will help



us strengthen the accessibility, inclusivity and quality of
all of our major festivals for future years.”

Fergus Linehan, International Festival Director, said: ‘We set
out to create a rich and deep engagement with a group of
pupils in a wide range of ways and over length of time that
allows for growth. It has been a close two way exchange and as
a result the school has been pleased with our activities but
the Festival, and our staff, has also benefited enormously in
all we have learned from the pupils and their school.’


