
Pedal on Parliament Edinburgh
2017

The sixth Pedal on Parliament will take place in Edinburgh
this Saturday 22 April 2017.

Follow what Pedal on Parliament are up to here on Twitter.
This year for the first time there are four rides across
Scotland in Aberdeen, Inverness, Edinburgh and on Sunday in
Glasgow.

We spoke to one of the organisers, Kim Harding, about the need
for the demonstration now so many years after they started
with the idea of a one-off single event.

Who’s  going  to  @POPScotland  this  weekend?  We  spoke  to
@kim_harding  about  this  –  the  sixth!
pic.twitter.com/Mffrt81GQC

— Edinburgh Reporter (@EdinReporter) April 18, 2017

TER : Kim Harding you are one of the organisers of Pedal on
Parliament which takes place in Edinburgh and other cities
this weekend.  Tell us about it. 
KH : This will be our sixth Pedal on Parliament. When we
started it in 2012 we didn’t expect to be going this long.
It was planned originally as a single ride, a single event.
But this year we are spreading out. We’re going to be in four
cities across Scotland.
We are in Edinburgh, Aberdeen and Inverness on the 22nd and in
Glasgow on the 23rd.
TER : Why is it still needed? 
KH : We haven’t got there yet, we’re still fighting to get the
proper investment in infrastructure we’re looking for.
We are looking to see Scotland made into a safer more cycle-
friendly place. Which would be better for everyone.
TER : Have the Scottish Parliament listened at all? 
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We have seen a reversal in the budget cuts that were coming
down when we first started. But we’re not seeing the increase
in funding we are looking for. We are still struggling to get
that.  We  have  seen  a  change  in  the  nature  of  the
infrastructure that is put in. We are beginning to see more
continental style infrastructure.
At  last  it  is  beginning  to  get  there.  So  we  are  making
progress There is some good news there.
TER : Is any one city better than the others?
KH : Not really currently. Edinburgh I suppose is the only one
that is committed to spending 10% of its transport budget on
cycling but now Glasgow is pledging to do the same. It is
starting  at  5%  and  building  up  1%  a  year  the  way  that
Edinburgh did. Other cities are looking at doing that. So we
are beginning to see some progress with some cities but not
all.
TER : Where will people come to meet the ride on Saturday in
Edinburgh? 
KH : We are starting off at 12 o’clock. We will be leaving the
Meadows.  We gather on the Meadows go up George IV Bridge,
 turn down the High Street and come down to Holyrood.
TER : Are the roads closed here in Edinburgh?
KH : Yes there will be closed roads here in Edinburgh and in
Glasgow.

Order of events – 22nd April 2017
11:00 am Cyclists and marchers start gathering in Middle
Meadows  Walk.  Enjoy  the  atmosphere  and  wave  to  the
cameras! Please keep off the pedestrian side of the path
to let folk past
12:00 pm Ring your bell, clap your hands and make some
noise! The ride begins – but may be slow setting off.
Please  pay  attention  to  any  instructions  and  keep
ringing your bells and smile!
12:20 pm The first riders reach the Scottish Parliament.
Please stay here as long as you can to let the full



effect of the crowd be felt.
12:45 pm A minute’s silence to remember those who have
fallen whilst riding a bike.
12:50  pm  Speeches  begin.  A  chance  to  hear  what  our
politicians have to say, and some words from people
affected in various ways by our current roads. Please be
polite and let your signs do the talking if you wish to
make a point.
1:15 pm Speeches end – One more chance to make some
noise!
1:30 pm Guided rides back to the Meadows for those who
need them – listen out for instructions


