
Council  Elections  2017  –
Scott  Arthur  –  Labour
candidate  for
Colinton/Fairmilehead

The Edinburgh Labour candidate in Colinton/Fairmilehead is Dr
Scott Arthur who lives in Buckstone.

This is what he had to say on launching his campaign some time
ago.

The Edinburgh Reporter spoke to Dr Arthur near Hillend which
is one of the boundaries of the ward where he is standing.

He  explained  the  reasons  for  wanting  to  be  elected  as  a
councillor, as well as having a family and a busy day job.

The Edinburgh Reporter speaks to Scott Arthur Labour candidate
from Phyllis Stephen on Vimeo.

“My name is Dr Scott Arthur and I am standing for election to
the council for the Colinton/Fairmilehead Ward. The reason I
am standing here is because I live in this ward. I’ve lived
here since 2000, and I want it to be a better place to live
and bring up a family.

“What I aim to do is just basically listen to people and
represent  them  more.  I  think  just  now  we’ve  got  three
councillors only one of whom is part of the administration.

“If elected I would hopefully be part of the administration
and  actually  speak  out  for  people.  There  are  big  things
happening in this ward. There are developments in Winton in
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the  green  belt,  and  also  a  proposal  to  demolish  Comiston
Farmhouse, the redevelopment of the barracks in Colinton. I
think it is really important that people have a strong voice
who is speaking up for them on the council to make sure their
views are heard on these key issues.

“I’m a civil engineer and an academic. I run one of the UK’s
most successful engineering programmes. It runs across three
countries,  two  of  them  outside  of  the  UK.  That  involves
managing quite a lot of staff and quite a lot of students,
lots of problem-solving, lots of listening to people, lots of
helping them. And that is what I want to bring to this job. I
am not standing for election to necessarily sit on council
committees, it is about helping people who live in this ward
and making sure they get a better deal from the council.

“We have been running the campaign since January and it is
quite refreshing speaking to people. They are not speaking
about  Brexit,  they’re  not  speaking  about  Scottish
Independence.  What  they’re  talking  about  are  things  like
street lighting, potholes, the state of our pavements, bin
collections, the day to day things that really matter. If I am
elected that’s the kind of things I want to spend time working
on. I want to make this a better place to live and bring up a
family as well as the bigger issues.

“Essentially this ward extends from the Braid Hill in the east
to  the  other  side  of  Colinton  in  the  west.  I  live  in
Buckstone, and I have lived there since 2000. My kids went to
Buckstone  Primary  School  and  then  on  to  Boroughmuir  High
School. I am familiar with the ward and I cycle its length
every day on the way to work, so I know it relatively well.

“One of the things that I have been thinking about is that if
I am elected as a councillor  is what we can do to get people
to use public transport more, use active transport more, so
walking and cycling. I want that to be much more about carrot
than stick. What can we do to encourage people to use the bus



more if they are travelling to town. I have a car but I very
seldom use it to travel around, particularly into town because
I find it quite slow and quite frustrating.

“I find using the bus much more flexible. So what I am quite
keen to do is to think about how we can encourage people to
use other modes of transport. I have been looking at the
feasibility of say, when people pay their council tax they get
some sort of token or whatever that enables them to use the
bus free once per month or a few times a year, just to
break them out of the habit of using their car all the time.

“There are areas which are very affluent, probably some of the
most affluent areas in Scotland some of them and there are
also areas with quite high levels of deprivation. So in a lot
of ways it reflects the build up of Scotland in general, with
quite significant problems to do with inequality.

“Those problems to do with inequality are why I joined the
Labour Party back in 2014, and also to a certain extent it’s
also why I’m standing as a candidate. I want to try and make
sure that when we pay extra council tax over the next few
years that our ward gets their fair share of that money, and
that the money is invested to tackle some of these problems.”


