
Summit being held during Book
Week Scotland 2016

Next week a summit will be held on 23 November 2016 at the
Scottish Storytelling Centre Edinburgh. 

It is felt appropriate to hold the talks during Book Week
Scotland as the topic is the promotion of Scotland’s writing
and writers overseas.

The event is to be hosted by Literature Alliance Scotland
(LAS), Scotland’s largest network of literature and languages
organisations.

Dr. Alasdair Allan MSP, Scotland’s Minister for International
Development  and  Europe,  will  open  the  event  that  brings
together  –  for  the  first  time  –  writers,  publishers,
literature  organisations  and  the  main  public  agencies  in
Scotland with a responsibility for the international promotion
of Scotland’s literature and languages.

Author and publisher James Robertson will deliver a keynote
speech.  Speakers  also  include  non-fiction  award-winning

writer Dr. Gavin Francis, poet Kathleen Jamie and children’s
author  Vivian  French,  publishers  Canongate  and  Birlinn,
literature  organisations  Publishing  Scotland,  Edinburgh
International  Book  Festival  and  Association  of  Scottish
Literary  Studies,  and  public  bodies  and  agencies  Creative
Scotland,  British  Council  and  Scottish  Development
International.

The ‘by invitation’ Summit responds to recommendation 31 of
Creative  Scotland’s  Literature  and  Publishing  Review,
published in June 2015, to ‘lay the groundwork for a strategic
and coordinated international presence.’

Minister for International Development and Europe, Dr Allan
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said:  “The  Scottish  Government  is  committed  to  supporting
Scotland’s literature internationally. This event will bring
together  for  the  first  time  public  agencies,  writers  and
literary  organisations  to  discuss  ways  to  strengthen  the
presence  of  Scotland’s  literature  and  publishing  on  the
international stage.

“I look forward to opening this event and being part of the
discussions  on  how  we  can  work  together  to  promote  our
literary culture at every possible opportunity.”

Donald Smith, Vice-Chair of LAS said: “The issue of Scotland’s
international presence has been discussed a great deal over
the years. This Summit marks the first time that the key
players will be together in the same space with the same goal
of agreeing what needs to be done and how we might work
together to do it.

“We’re honoured to welcome Dr Allan MSP to open the day and
look  forward  to  hearing  from  a  range  of  different  voices
across the sector – both speakers and delegates. We don’t
expect to find an answer in only one day, but we’re ambitious
to reach a consensus of how we move forward practically, which
is a step in the right direction.”

Jenny Niven, Head of Literature, Languages and Publishing at
Creative Scotland, said: “Writing from Scotland, both historic
and contemporary, is recognised worldwide for its excellence.
However,  a  stronger,  more  visible  and  better  coordinated
international  presence  would  bring  benefit  for  Scottish
writers, publisher and organisations alike, which in turn is
of benefit to Scottish culture and society as a whole.

“This  view  was  voiced  across  the  sector  during  the
consultation commissioned by Creative Scotland in 2015, so
it’s terrific to see that work is being made tangible via the
upcoming summit. There is a range of partners with a vested
interest in working towards this goal and having everyone



brought together is of enormous value. I look forward to a
vibrant discussion, which foregrounds the strengths on which
we  can  build,  and  lays  the  foundations  for  a  practical
approach in the future.”


