
Pandas  no  longer  on  the
endangered list

The two pandas at Edinburgh Zoo may not have had any offspring
since  their  arrival  from  China  but  the  pressure  to
procreate appears to be off. The giant panda is no longer on
the endangered list published by the International Union for
Conservation  of  Nature  (IUCN),  although  there  is  still
a warning which has been reduced to vulnerable.

The  Alluropoda  melanoleuca,  otherwise  the  Giant  Panda,  is
reclassified here.

Yang Guang and Tian Tian have both bred separately before, but
despite intervention by means of artificial insemination, the
female panda has not yet borne a cub or cubs. Other zoos are
having some degree of success, such as the zoo in Atlanta
which only this week announced twin panda cubs.

Presenting the dynamic duo! #panda twins born 9/3/16 (photo
by  Liu  Songrui)  #ZAPandas  #OnlyZooATL
pic.twitter.com/FsL4utiEUe

— Zoo Atlanta (@ZooATL) September 3, 2016

Iain  Valentine,  Director  of  Giant  Pandas  at  the  Royal
Zoological  Society  of  Scotland  (RZSS)  said  :

“RZSS is delighted to see the giant panda reclassified as
Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List, from its previous status of
Endangered. This is testament to benefits of a collaborative
approach both in the field and through research across the
world, something which RZSS helped foster through our Giant
Panda Research Symposium at RZSS Edinburgh Zoo in 2013.
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“RZSS works closely with our partners the Chinese Wildlife
Conservation Association, nine universities and a number of
leading  NGOs  on  a  total  of  40  giant  panda  conservation
projects. In this way, Tian Tian and Yang Guang are part of a
much larger conservation success story which is ultimately
paying dividends in the wild.

“Whilst  this  latest  news  is  proof  that  our  approach  is
working, it is important to remember that the giant panda is
not out of the woods, with only 1,864 left in the wild at
present. Emerging threats such as climate change and disease
will require new and innovative approaches to be adopted, so
much still needs to be done if we are to secure the species’
long-term future.”


