
Neilson  Given  Two  Match
Suspended Ban
Hearts Head Coach Robbie Neilson has been given a two-match
suspended ban for comments he made about referee Willie Collum
after  Hearts  Ladbrokes  SPFL  Premiership  game  against
Hamilton  on  29  August.

As  the  ban  is  suspended,  Neilson  will  only  serve  the
suspension if he breaches league rule 72 again before the end
of the current season.

The Gorgie Gaffer commented after the match that Collum had
been wrong to send off Hearts defender Callum Paterson.

And he said his Hearts squad had trained with 10 men to
prepare for a red card.

The Scottish Football Association’s compliance officer issued
a notice of complaint for a breach of disciplinary rule 72,
stating of Neilson that “in an interview with the BBC you
criticised the performance of the Match Officials in such a
way as to indicate bias or incompetence on their part”.

Hearts  appeal  against  the  notice  was  rejected  when  the
disciplinary tribunal met on Thursday.

However, the fact Paterson’s red card was rescinded by the SFA
days after the incident and the footballing chiefs have seen
fit to serve Robbie Neilson with only a suspended sentence
speaks  volumes.  Whether  referee  Willie  Collum  has  been
punished remains unknown.
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