Rise 1n new homes across
Scotland

Official figures published today reveal that the number of new
homes in Scotland has risen by seven per cent in the last
year, the first annual increase since before the recession.

In Edinburgh there are new developments planned for
Greendykes, North Sighthill,Leith Fort,Gracemount and
Pennywell and Muirhouse. In 2013/14 the City of Edinburgh
Council built over 1200 new social rent, mid market rent and
low cost home ownership homes. Click here for the details and
a map of completed new homes.

The new figures show that 15,957 new homes were delivered in
Scotland in the year to March 2014, compared to 14,895 in the
previous year. This is the first increase since 2007-08.

The figure includes new build housing, rehabilitations, and
conversions. Private sector house building and housing
association rehabilitations accounted for the largest share of
this growth, with private sector-led new build completions
rising nine per cent on the previous year, to 10,686.

The latest statistics also confirm that the Scottish
Government remains on track to deliver on its target of 30,000
new affordable homes by 2016.

A total of 6,850 affordable homes were completed through the
Affordable Housing Supply Programme in the year to June 2014,
up nine per cent on the previous year. Approvals were up 25
per cent to 7,067, while starts were up 55 per cent at 6,530.

Local authority housing figures show that in the last year to
March 2014, 1,140 new council houses were built in Scotland,
the highest total in 25 years.
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The Scottish Government has invested over £135 million through
its Council House Building Programme, which has provided more
than 4,000 new homes across Scotland since 2009.

Housing Minister Margaret Burgess said:

“It 1s encouraging to see that the number of new homes 1in
Scotland has risen in the last year, driven in large part by
an increase in the number of private sector completions.

“This is the first annual increase since before the recession,
reflecting the growing confidence within the housing market,
which the Scottish Government has helped to stimulate through
investment in initiatives designed to support the sector, and
help people into home ownership.

“Nonetheless, new housing supply remains well below pre-
recession levels and I recognise that the house building
industry continues to face a number of challenges. We are
committed to working with organisations across the housing
sector to address these, and work towards the shared goal of
securing a sustained increase in housing supply.

“While we are making progress, the powers of independence
would provide full flexibility over budgets, investment and
innovative financing, allowing us to do even more to support
the supply of new homes.”

Mrs Burgess continued:

“The statistics also confirm that our Affordable Homes Supply
Programme is performing strongly, with completions, approvals
and new starts all up on the previous year.

“Since 2011 we have delivered more than 21,000 new affordable
homes, bringing us over two-thirds of the way towards our
five-year target of 30,000 new homes. We have also delivered
over 15,000 homes for social rent, bringing us three quarters
of the way towards our five-year target of 20,000 new homes.



“Council house building figures are at a 25-year high in the
year to March 2014, with 1,140 new council houses built in
Scotland. Over 4000 new council houses have been delivered
through the Scottish Government’s Council House Building
Programme since 2009.

“The supply of affordable housing continues to be a high
priority for us, and we are working with the entire sector to
increase the supply of affordable homes and deliver vital
support for construction and house building companies
throughout Scotland.

“This commitment is underlined by our £1.7 billion investment
in affordable housing over the current parliamentary term,
supporting an estimated 8,000 jobs each year.”



