
Recruiting now for film and
TV industry
A recruitment drive has been launched designed to train a new
generation of skilled assistant location managers for the film
and TV drama industry in Scotland.

The  opportunity  for  15  Scottish  location  assistants  and
runners to be trained and mentored by top location managers in
film and TV has been provided by the Production Guild of Great
Britain, the lead industry organisation for supporting film
and TV production professionals.

With a record number of productions shooting in Scotland, the
Assistant Location Manager Training Scheme is designed to meet
the growing need for more experienced location department crew
working in film and high-end television production.

Alison Small, Chief Executive of The Production Guild says,
“Location teams pave the way for a well-managed and smooth
productions and play a key role in ensuring the Scottish film
and  television  production  sector  maintains  its  competitive
edge and excellent delivery. With the new UK tax reliefs for
high-end television production and the extension to the UK
film tax relief, we are confident that we will be seeing
growing employment opportunities in Scotland.”

The scheme is being managed by top location manager Harriet
Lawrence who recently led the first-ever location crew to
commercially  film  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  the  UK
feature  Suffragette,  as  well  as  Burton  and
Taylor,  Fleming,  Parks  and  Recreation,  Downton
Abbey  and  Dancing  on  the  Edge.  

Harriet Lawrence says: “The location team is at the forefront
of a shoot and enables all departments on a production to work
effectively  so  it  is  essential  that  Scottish  location
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departments are at the top of their game in this growing and
vibrant industry. I am delighted to run this course for the
Production  Guild  in  Scotland  because  it  will  be  the  most
comprehensive  training  scheme  for  assistants  and  runners,
taught and mentored by the leading location managers working
in film and TV.”

The  Assistant  Location  Manager  Training  Scheme  is  heavily
subsidised by Creative Skillset, the industry skills body for
the Creative Industries.

Helena Ward, Portfolio Manager for Creative Industries and
Skills at Creative Scotland, said: “Scotland is a significant
and diverse location for film and drama, offering modern,
urban settings as well as stunning scenery and heritage.  As
Scotland’s Screen Commission working closely with local film
offices and national partners, we are delighted in this new
investment  in  training  to  support  the  next  generation  of
location crew working in film and drama in Scotland.”

The film and television sector is a significant employer in
the UK with 46,000 alone working in film and video production.
More than 239 films went into production in the UK last year
spending £1.075 billion, a 14% increase on 2012.

Scotland  has  played  a  key  part  in  the  growth  of  the  UK
industry  with  its  crew,  facilities  and  unique  locations
attracting multiple US studio, network and independent feature
film and high-end TV drama productions.

Productions recently shot in Scotland include feature film
Paramount Pictures’ World War Z, The Railway Man starring
Nicole Kidman and Colin Firth, Filth adapted from the Irvine
Welsh novel with James McAvoy and Macbeth starring Michael
Fassbender and Marion Cotillard which is releasing in cinemas
next year. Scotland was also chosen to host Outlander for US
network Starz, being one of the first high end television
dramas to take advantage of the new TV tax relief.



The Assistant Location Manager Training Scheme will run in
Scotland from September 2014 to March 2015.

Applications from people who are currently under-represented
in the industry – women, ethnic minorities and people with
disabilities – are particularly welcomed.

Tutors and mentors for the Scheme include:

Emma Pill, Location Manager, Cinderella, Thor: The Dark World,
Dark Shadows, Captain America: The First Avenger, Alice in
Wonderland.

James Grant, Location Manager, The Counselor, Skyfall, I, Anna
2011, Jack the Giant Slayer, Salmon Fishing in the Yemen.

Bill  Darby,  Location  Manager,  Cyber,  Heart  of  the  Sea,
Maleficent, Snow White and the Huntsman, 47 Ronin.

Martin Joy, Location Manager, Skyfall, Red 2, Wrath of the
Titans, War Horse.

Camilla Stephenson, Location Manager, Theory of Everything,
The World’s End, Les Miserables, Byzantium, Austenland, The
Iron Lady.

Alex Gladstone, Location Manager, Ex Machina, Far from the
Madding Crowd, Winter, 47 Ronin, Philomena, Trance.

Antonia Grant, Location Manager, The Interceptor (TV series),
Esio Trot, The 7.39 2013, Call the Midwife (series 1 & 2),
Hunted, The Hour.

Jonah Coombes, Location Manager, A Little Chaos, Paddington
Bear, Saving Mr Banks, The Two Faces of January, Rush

Michael  Harm,  Location  Manager,  The  Gunman,  The  Invisible
Woman, World War Z, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows,
Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides.

Assistant  Location  Managers  Training  was  developed  and



delivered by Film London and funded by Creative Skillset from
2006-2009.

Further information about the scheme can be found at:

http://www.productionguild.com/training/assistant-location-man
agers

Closing date for applications is 11th August 2014.

Application  packs  are  available  by
emailing  pg@productionguild.com.
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