
Edinburgh  Festival  Fringe  –
Vickie Tanner Running into Me

Vickie Tanner had a troubled childhood which she brings into
the play she has written and will perform solo at this year’s
Fringe.  What’s unusual about Vickie is that she now works
with young people in Brooklyn where she lives and tries to
help them find a way out. She feels she was lucky and got to
attend college in California  as her exit strategy, but now
she helps others try to do the same – and yet she told The
Edinburgh Reporter ahead of her visit to Edinburgh: “I am now
an extremely happy human being!”

Tanner would also like to use her time in Scotland working
with young people here. She finds that children in public
schools in the States do not get a lot of arts education and
that is where she feels her biggest role is. She continued: “I
like to help the artist and good person within these children
making them understand that is who they really are. ”

Play Solo (New York, USA) presents the European Premiere of
Running Into Me, a compelling story of one woman’s remarkable
struggle to break free from a misguided upbringing on the
streets of LA, at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe 2014.  It will
be  staged  at  Underbelly  Cowgate  from  Thursday  31  July  to
Sunday 24 August (not 11 Aug).

A phone call from home sends Vickie Tanner on a whirlwind tour
of her life; from the drug and prison culture of her youth
in Compton, Los Angeles, where most of the men around her
served  time  and  her  family  ridiculed  her  for  choosing
education, to the determined pursuit of a more fulfilling life
as  an  actor  in  New  York  City.   Ultimately  this  riveting
journey of both tragedy and triumph leads her back to where
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she came from which was one of five children cared for in a
neglected distracted way by a single divorced mother.   You
can run away, but wherever you go there you are…

In  this  incredibly  physical  production  Vickie  takes  the
audience on a roller coaster ride into the minds of young
people, simultaneously painting a vivid, insightful and deeply
personal portrait of her own odyssey-like journey where she
defined herself and defied the odds.

Playing 15 different people she brings to life many of the
characters from her troubled past exploring the themes of
family, fear, courage, teen rebellion, social responsibility
and most importantly, love.

Running Into Me was one of five unconventional solo plays
chosen for the inaugural ‘a series of one’ festival at LaMama
in NYC in 2013.  In February 2014 Running Into Me played to a
sold out house and a standing ovation at Whitefire Theatre in
Los Angeles.

Tickets for the Fringe performances here. 
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