
Edinburgh  Festival  Fringe
2014 – REVIEW – The Reluctant
Dragon ****

The Reluctant Dragon, theSpace @ Surgeons Hall 2:05pm, until
23 August (except 17), £9/8 (£7/£6.50 concessions)

Written  in  1898  by  ‘The  Wind  in  the  Willows’  author
Kenneth  Graeme,  the  story  of  The  Reluctant  Dragon  is
still enjoyed by young and old today, with this production
being particularly pleasant.

An unusual union between a poetic dragon, brilliantly brought
to life by Tom Manning, and St George, confidently depicted by
Harry Ward, is created by a well-meaning girl, played by the
superb Leigh Douglas. Her parents, performed by the assured
Emily  Thane  and  Ross  Telfer,  portray  the  story  very  well
throughout, with the dragon constantly captivating everyone in
the theatre.

Producer Abigail Hirst and Director Kate Stephenson (who makes
an  appearance  at  the  start  and  end  of  the  tale),  have
proficiently utilised the performance space, constructing a
mix of classic storytelling, song and puppetry. Not Cricket
Productions have created a family treat which certainly does
not drag-on…
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