
Five things you need to know
today

Education Children & Families Committee meets today – Wifi in
the Library! – Corstorphine at Christmas – Calling all blood
donors – Speakeasy at the Storytelling Centre

The council’s Education committee convenes today under the
convenership of Councillor Paul Godzik. The full papers are
here  and  these  include  a  comprehensive  report  on  the
improvements  being  planned  for  Castlebrae  Community  High
School which the council decided to keep open earlier this
year.

A troubleshooting head teacher has been parachuted in to lead
the way forward from a decreasing school roll which stood at
130  in  June  2013  towards  the  new  school  planned  for
Craigmillar  in  2020.  Part  of  the  plan  is  to  increase
communication  from  the  school  to  change  the  mistaken
perception that it is failing the children who attend it. One
of the ways that the school communicates is through Twitter.
You can find out what they are up to here but this is one of
their latest tweets….

Fantastic YPI presentations from senior pupils today. £3000
awarded  to  Children  First  as  the  winning  charity
pic.twitter.com/FCHwf3F7xb

— Castlebrae CHS (@CastlebraeCHS) December 9, 2013
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Library users will be able to browse the web and download e-
books to their own mobile devices for free as part of a wi-fi
roll-out across all of Edinburgh’s libraries.

Wireless  internet  has  been  installed  in  the  capital’s  28
public  libraries,  meaning  visitors  can  bring  laptops,
smartphones  and  tablets  to  use  the  services  on  offer.

Free wi-fi will make internet access easier for members of the
public, who can now choose between using library computers and
their own devices.

As well as browsing the web from the comfort of their local
library  hub,  members  can  use  wi-fi  to  connect  to  a  wide
selection  of  online  library  services  including  language
learning and driving theory test practise, or download an
ebook to read or listen to on their smartphone or tablet.

Each month around 8500 e-books and e-magazines are downloaded
from Edinburgh City Libraries’ increasingly popular selection
of titles.

Convener  of
Culture and Sport
Richard Lewis

Councillor  Richard  Lewis,  the  city’s  Culture  and  Sport
Convener,  said:-  “Our  libraries  play  a  vital  role  in
communities across the city and we are committed to taking the

service forward into the 21st Century. With over 3 million
visitors to our libraries last year, the service is going from
strength  to  strength  and  by  offering  free  wi-fi  we  are
adapting  to  user  demand  but  also  improving  access  to  the
extensive catalogue of services on offer.”

Find  out  more  about  what’s  on  offer  from  your  local
library  here.
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***

On 12 December at 7:00pm there will be a Torchlight Parade and
Carol Service in Corstorphine.
Meet at Dovecot Road entrance to St Margaret’s Park – bring
your own torch and come festively dressed. Walk through the
park (carol singing optional) to the beautiful Corstorphine
Old Parish Church to join in singing your favourite Christmas
carols.

***

Give blood today at The Town Hall, Ferry Road, EH6 4AE

***

Tonight at the Scottish Storytelling Centre Jo Caulfield hosts
the Speakeasy.

A cross section of artists present dramatic and often
hilarious insights into their varied worlds. Featuring Janey
Godley, Professor Richard Wiseman, Juliette Burton and many
more.  Watch the video of November’s Speakeasy below to give
you a flavour of what’s in store!
Buy tickets online | Box office 0131 556 9579

Jo Caulfield Presents the Speakeasy : November Edition from
www.summerhall.tv on Vimeo.
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