
Five things you need to know
today

Taxi Driver text Appeal – Pedal on Parliament 2 – Farewell to
James Gillespie’s High School – City Centre Consultation –
Tonight at the Cameo
Police in Edinburgh have sent a mass text to taxi drivers in
the Capital as they bid to trace a driver who is thought to
have information relevant to an ongoing murder investigation.

Steven Barrett (27) died at his home in Lochend Butterfly Way
on Saturday, 6 April 2013.

Following a major investigation a 23-year-old man was arrested
and charged in connection with Steven’s death. Officers are
continuing to investigate the incident, and are keen to trace
a taxi driver who picked up two men and a woman from George
Street in the early hours of Saturday, April 6, just after
midnight.

The driver took the trio to a takeaway opposite the Playhouse
Theatre, before dropping them off at Lochend Butterfly Way.

A Police Scotland spokesman said: -“We are keen to trace this
taxi driver, and we have sent a mass text to the five thousand
or so licensed taxi drivers in Edinburgh, in the hope that
someone will recall picking up the fare.

“At this time we do not know if the three individuals were
picked up by a taxi cab or private hire vehicle, and we
continue to appeal to any driver who remembers picking up
these three individuals to contact police immediately.”

Anyone with information should contact Police Scotland on 101,
or make an anonymous report through Crimestoppers on 0800 555
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***

Pedal on Parliament 2 takes place on Sunday 19 May 2013. This
is  a  cycling  protest  organised  to  highlight  the  need  for
improved cycling safety on Scotland’s roads. The first event
last year attracted over 3,000 cyclists who cycled from The
Meadows to Holyrood to hand over their eight point manifesto
which you can read here:-

Eight Point Manifesto for Safer Cycling 2013

This year there will be a feeder cycle from Leith and Greener
Leith has more details here.

Pedal on Parliament has its own website here.

***

***

Today is the last day for you to comment on the City Centre
consultation here on the Council website.  The report approved
by the Transport and Environment Committee in March said:-
“Edinburgh City Centre forms the commercial heart of Southeast
Scotland and Scotland at large. Its role as a centre for
finance and business, retail, entertainment and leisure is
widely  recognised.  Its  setting  in  a  World  Heritage  Site
provides  an  iconic  image  of  the  area  as  well  as  unique
opportunities and challenges. There is, however, a general
recognition that the area could perform better as a place for
living,  working  and  visiting  through  a  more  coordinated
approach to the development, management and promotion of the
area.”
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Part of the plans relate to the introduction of the trams in
2014, and the need to ensure improved access to the city
centre for pedestrians and road users.  It is proposed that
buses will use George Street for eastbound traffic and Princes
Street for westbound traffic only which will halve the number
of buses using the city’s iconic street.

***

The new film Star Trek Into Darkness opens today and the 3D
version  is  being  shown  at  The  Cameo  at  21:10.  The  film
directed  by  JJ  Abrams  stars  Zachary  Quinto,  Benedict
Cumberbatch, Chris Pine and Simon Pegg. Here is the trailer:-

Today’s  photo  shows  the  new  East  Neighbourhood  Centre  at
Craigmillar.
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